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CHAP. XXIV. 



JL O account for the sudden^ and little 
desired appearance of Lord E. we must.ac^ 
quaint our readers, that Ihe had not got from ' 
his hous^ a hundred yards before he ufiex^ 
pectedly met with Earl Belfont, that instant 
arrived in town^ Whilst speaking to hitn^ 
and |:ellingthe business he had gone through^ 
vfith his intended visit to him, he saw Ele- 
anora get into her carriage, some small 
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2 THE PEASANT OF 

hand baskets put in, and a trunk fixed be- 
hind. *^ Already going to Richmond," 
thought he; — ^and presently the carriage 
drove off in a contrary direction. In the 
sanie moment it recurred to him her eager 
desire that he should leave her, and go on 
a visit perfectly indifferent to himself. On 
her principles of honour, or constancy, he 
could have no reliance ; following therefore 
the impulse of the moment, he took a 
hasty leave of his friend, and returned to 
the house he had quitted, and there inter- 
rogated the servants. 

The house Eleanora had taken for her 
private retreat was entirely unknown to her 
domestics, except the Italians in her own 
suite ; and but for that same little blind god 
who ruled her destiny, Lord E. would have 
gained no information from the servants to 
have cured or confirmed his jealousy. — 
Unfortunately for her, her favourite groom 
of the chambers^ observing that some part 

of 
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oF his influence was lost, stimulated equally 
by revenge and inclination, had lately paid 
his devoirs to one of the house- maids; and 
though he was largely bribed to keep the 
secrets of his lady, he was not so ungallant 
as to conceal any thing from the sultana 
of his heart, 

/ 

Sebastian had, the preceding evening, 
whisperecT to Ann, the history of the snug 
little retreat to which he was obliged t© at- 
tend his mistress, with every circuinstance 
relative to Lewis, whom he execrated as 
the cause which deprived him of being 
with his dear Ann* Though the fellow 
spake English very indifferently, yet love 
rendered him intelligent, and eloquent 
enough to make his mistress comprehend 
the ground work of the business; an^ she 
asked him why he did not let the prisoner 
escape, and then they would of course 
come hack again. He answered, " in the 
first place, his . lady was as vigilant as the 

B 2 <ievili 



4 THE. PEASANT OP 

devil ; in the next, that she paid well for 
his services ; and lastly, that the poor ifel- 
low could pay nothing, for he was nobody, 
without fortune or friends*— and therefore 
he must for the present sacrifice his love 
to his interest, and fix his lady mistress ' 
under a certain contribution to him, before 
he got rid of the prisoner.'* 

Now it happened that Ann was not so 
resigned to wait for a combijiation of cir- 
cumstances to ensure the fortune of her 
lover — she knew be was not badly off, and 
concluded the knowledge of his lady's se- 
crets would always be a fund to draw upon, 
even if he left her. In this disposition, she 
saw him depart with great reluctance, and 
some discontent festering on ^ler heart, 
when Lord E's. quiet return, and the 
hasty questions he put to the servants, at 
once determined her to serve her love, and 
iu>t injure her lover. She seized a moment 
t9 make a private signal, unobserved by, 

the 
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the others, and retired to her hdy 's dres- 
sing room ; he quickly followed, and under 
a promise of strict secresy relative to her 
mformation, and a reward of five guineas, 
his Lordship- obtained ail the intelligence 
he wished for, and more than he liked .~- 
He hastened back to his own house, calle^l 
for his groom, ordered his horse^ and^ fired 
by i^age, jealousy, zxA indignation, he fol- 
lowed his &ithles8 E^eanora within two 
hours after she had left town. 

To convey any idea of her astonishment, 
eonfusion, and vexation, is altogether im- 
possible-T-she stood fixed, immovable, and- 
speechless. 5^ I come, Madani,*' said he, 
endeavouring to stifle his rage, ^^to share 
with you in the fatigue of attending a be* 
loved objject, who is so very ungallant as to 
receive you in his bed.'* 

^^ Ah ! pocr Dcxiglas !'• exclaimed Lewis, 
starting up, ^^ are you come to upbraid me? 

-B3 —You 
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— ^You think me base and ungrateful, but 
I was carried off— even Hermine could not 
save me. — No, no, she will hate and des- 
pise me ; — ^but save yourself, that woman 
will stab you to the heart! — ^Begone^ be- 
gone, save yourself!" exclaimed he, more 
wildly. 

" Why what is all this," cried Lord E. 
advancing to the bed, *^ is tjie young man 
mad ?" The violent emotions, and con- 
trariety of passions that all at once over- 
powered Eleanora, she could no longer 
support, but with a faint groan sank on 
the floor. Lord E. rang and called for 
help — two servants rushed in, who endea- 
voured to recover her, whilst his attention 
was more immediately directed to Lewis, 
who now lay panting and sildnt. When 
Eleanora gave signs of life, she was con- 
veyed by his order to another apartment, 
and he sent off his own servant for medical 
assistance. The whole scene appeared to 

hira 
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him like a mysterious dream, but the situ- 
atioh and exclamations of Lewis very 
greatly interested both^is humanity and 
curiosity. 

Lord E. though quite a roan of the 
world in every fashionable folly, was by no 
means deficient in many amiable traits of 
character. Young, independent, and vo- 
latile, he easily slid into all the dissipations 
of the gay world, and entered with avidity 
into that dull round of, what is falsely 
called, pleasures, for murdering time and 
wasting his fortune, sirrtply because he 
could not take the trouble to form better 
resolutions ; or if he did sometimes form, 
themy it required more fortitude and ex- 
ertion than he was master of, to support 
them against the persuasions and example 
of his fashionable companions. He there- 
fore followed the leacj "of the gay circle, 
was a gambler, a staunch better at New- 
market, a well known character at every 

B 4 public 



8 THE PEASANT OF 

public assembly, and had just, as' he 
thought, stamped his consequence, unri- 
valled by his compeers, in being theavowed 
protector of the beautiful Italian Countess. 

With all these follies he had many dor- 
mant virtues that were lost in the vortex 
of fashion. — Generosity, humanity, and 
benevolence dw^lt in his heart, but he had 
neither time nor opportunity to display 
theni in the circle he lived in; and wheh 
he entered the apartment where he found 
Eleanora and L<ewis, jealousy, rage, and: 
resentment were struggling to overcome 
reason and prudence. The appearance 
and expressions of the youth surprised and 
affected him — he was shocked at the dis- 
order of Eleanora, but still he felt more 
interested to develope the mysterious cir* 
cumstanq^s relative to Ijewis, than to foU 
low the woman he was attached to. — * 
He was soon informed that Eleanora was 
restored to life, and would see him in half 

an 



an hour; — ^also that she had ordered a ser- 
vant to bring a physician. Lewis lay to- 
I lerably composed^ but when he spake it was 
addressing Lord £. as Mr. Dou^las^ and 
urging him to fly from the wicked arts of 
^leanora* His Lordship sat quietly by the 
bed, attending to die incoherencies he fre- 
quently uttered, and soothing him in re- 
turn ; when the entrance of the physician 
he had sent for, and a summons from Ele- 
anora came together. He requested the 
former to do all he could for his patient, . 
and not ta leave him till his return ;— he 
then repaired to the chambervof Eleanora*. 

She had just left the bed, and Jwas sitting 
thoughtfully in an arm chair. . Possibly he- 
looked haughty and resentful, ibr sfee ob- 
served, ^^ I see you feel very proud and re- 
sentful, but spare your, reproaches, for I 
no longer intend to deceive your Tha^. 
young man in the next apartment I have 
loBg loved,-— only him , ever had power ta^ 

B 3^? toacli^i 



10 THE PEASANT OF 

touch my heart, but a combination o( cir-^ 
cumstances kept him ignorant of my at- 
tachment. He has lately arrived in Eng- 
land^ and the circumstances I allude to^^ 
have tmhappily prejudiced him against me. 
By stratagem I brought him here, but, 
wretch as I am, I have punished him till a 
fever has deprived him of his reason. If 
his. health and senses are not restored, I 
«hall be miserable ; — ^but if recovered for a 
detested rival, whoever she may be, she 
shall satiate my vengeance, and dearly pay * 
me for his- scorn J** 

" Is this all you have to say to me. Ma- 
Tdam/' asked Lord E. rising up. ^' No," 
answered she, ^' I will candidly tell you, 
that since all is discovered, our connexion 
must end here, for my whole heart is fixed 
on this young man;-r-he must be mine, or 
he shall perish, though / should follow 
him the next 'moment. Your Lordship, 
therefore is free— our accjuaintance ceases, 

and 
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and -Uncontrouled mistress of my own ac- 
tions, your reproaches or regrets will be as 
fruitless, as to me perfectly indifferent and 
unavailing," 

^^ You will not be troubled with either. 
Madam, I feel too much contempt for 
your character to have any regrets, and I 
disdain to reproach a woman I demise.'* 
^' You will then leave this house instantly ^ 
if you please, for the mistress of it desires 
to see you no more." " No, / do not 
please. Madam, I shall return to the next 
apartment, where a physician waits by my ' 
orders." 



C4. 



By your orders r* exclaimed she, start- 
ing up. He pulled the door after him, and 
the key being on the outside, he turned it 
in the lock, and took it with him. Her 
shrieks and violent exclamations brought 
up her domestics, three men and two wou 
men- She ordered them to break open tlie 

, X doorj. 
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door, they applied to his Lordship. ^^ Be- 
ware what you do>" said he, ^^ you are al- 
ready open to the laws, by bringing here a 
young man, arid keeping him by force, in 
consequenee of which he is ^deranged, and 
may posribly die. I would advise those, 
immediately concerned to leave the house, 
as probably officers of justice wiU soon be 
here. Whoever chooses to ckim my pro- 
tection, may go to my house in town, iind 
order my naen servants to come here 
immediately /'^ 

TheJthree Italians msJiautly avaikd .them- 
-selves of the offer, — -they saw the reign of 
their mistress was ended, — they dreaded 
an English 'Lord, and the lay^s qf. a strange 
country; Without a shew of reluctance* 
they thar^ed his Lordship, an^ without any 
scruple left their Lady to the consequences' 
of her own proceedings. When he found 
they had really quitted the house, and na 
man servant remained but his own, he gave 

up 
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up the key to the women, and bade them^ 
take care of their Lady. They found her 
in hysteric fits, occasioned by the violence 
of her rage, and when she wa» recovered,, 
she wias so HI and exhausted as to be in- 
capable of making any fiifther resistance- 
or exclamations*. 

Mean time Ix»:d £. had repaired <t0^ 
ILfCwis's apartment,. the physicians gave himr. 
hope that an opiate and proper treatment 
would soon have beneficial effects. *^ Can, 
he be removed?'* asked he ^^ I think 
he may by placing a feather bed in a car- 
riage J* :^^ Well, then," returned his Lord* 
ship, *^ it shall be done without delay.-— 
Though a stranger to me, I -fed njuch in- 
terested for him, and he shafi be taken tOt: 
my housCi.'*^ 

Not to be nrinute, a carriage was pro- 
euredy the invalid placed in it, and Lewis 
.was -safely in bed at Lord £'s. house, in 

Cavendish 



14 THE PEASANT OF 



/> 



Cavendish Square, before the wretched 
Eleanora was sufficiently recovered to be 
informed of the revolution that had passed 
during the few last hours. But when she 
understood the whole of her misfortunes — 
the desertion of her servants, and the car- 
rying off of Lewis, no language can give an 
idea of her rage and violence. She sware 
with bitter imprecations, destruction on 
Lord E. and Lewis, though she diould 
perish in the attempt. 

Passion gave her temporary strength, 
and having sent her servant to hire a car- 
riage, she threw herself into it, and nearly 
half dead with fatigue of body, and an- 
guish of mind, she arrived at her house 
most unexpectedly, when, as the chaise drew 
up, the first objects that met her eye were 
Sebastian and Ann sitting in the hall win- 
dow. If she was shocked at seeing her 
favourite servant who had been base enough 
to leave her to the mercy of Lord E. 

, thus 
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thus composedly familiar with a meniah 
servant girl, — they would scarcely have 
been more terrified by the appearance of a 
ghost, than on beholding the head^ of their 
mistress, fury flashing from her eyes, sternly 
looking through the glass, which she let 
down with great violence when the chaise 
stopt. Astonished, and at a loss how to 
act, when the post-boy thundered at the - 
door, he ran hastily to open it, and assist 
his Lady. This eager attention partly dis-' 
armed her anger, and her great weakness 
rendered his assistance ^very requisite. 

^^ Coward, ungrateful!" she exclaimed, 
but she had strength for no more, for the 
moment she was placed on a sofa, she 
fainted. The terrible agitations of her 
mind, the forced exertions she had made, 
,had their concomitant effects on her body, 
and before night she had violent spasms in 
her side, that were of the most threatening 
complexion; ;So that Sebastian thought it 

right 
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right to acquaint Lord E. with her situa-^ 
tion. His Lordship had no sooner ordered 
every accommodation for Lewis, than he 
Fespived to call in and discharge all hi& 
debts; for the»urfgeaerous rapacity of Elea- 
nora recurred to him, and he had no doubt 
but that she had shamefully involved him. 

Lord E^s. attachment was at first more 
an admiration of her beauty, and the va- 
nity of being her protector, than any real 
tenderness ; but she had insensibly gained 
ground on his heart, and but for this timely 
discovery, in all probability would soon have 
established iin uncontrouled dominion over- 
him. It was not without a pang that he* 
found himself compelled to give her up^ 
for ever, but the curiosity and iateresk 
he fdt about this unknown y^ung man,, 
served to divert his thoughts, and enabled . 
him to stifle those regrets he found it difr 
ficult to repress* . 

Oil. 
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On returning to his house he was in- 
formed of Eleanora's coming- to town, 
and extreme illness. — ^He could not hear 
it without emotion, and sent immediately 
for his own physician to attend her. 
Lewis was happily in a profound sleep, 
from the salutary effects of which, the 
doctor entertained great .hopes of his. 
amendment. 

"^ His Lordship then ordered die Italian 
servants of his ci-devant Sultana, before 
him. Sebastian was not among them;— • 
he had stopped '®n .the ^'ay, they said^ ta 
see Ann, the house -maid { but without any 
scruplp, and un^ked they related every se- 
cret with which they bad been entrusted. 
— ^They had too miich ' selfishness and 
cunning to abide by the fallen fortunes 
of their Lady ; and dreading the laws of 
which they were ignorant, and the power 
of an Jlnglish nobleman, which they had 
early learnt to respect, they not only 

-answered 
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answered freely to every questibn, but vo- 
lunteered inforniation relative to her at- 
tachment to Sebastian, that equally surprised 
^nd disgusted Lord E. and helped won- 
derfully to eradicate every remaining spark 
of love and affection that had lingered 
in his bosom. 



y^ 



The old adage, that, " However we 
may love the treason, we despise the 
traitor," was here verified. Lord E. saw 
through the selfishness and ingratitude 
of these^ servants, in the voluntary ac- 
cusation of their mistress ; and therefore 
could not retain them in his suite. But 
he gave to each sufficient for their sup- 
port for three months in England, with 
en offer of paying their expences should 
they wish to return to Florence. 

Thfey accepted this offer, only observing 
they must go to the house of Eleanora for 
their clothes, &c. He answered, ^^ that 

they 
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they might go where they liked— as to thqik 
lady, he should never see her more, and 
they should take a line to her from him." 
They trembled — they hoped, humbly 
hoped, his Lordship would not tell her 
what they had related. — ^^ No," he re- 
plied, ^^ he could scarce justify to himself, 
the meanness of having interrogated ser- 
vants to betray the secrets of their mis- 
tress, had it not been on the account of 
Lewis, he would have scorned the commu- 
nications—they had nothing to fear from 
him." He then wTote a few lines to tell 
her, ^^ she was welcome to the house, fur- 
niture, plate, &c, which his folly and pro- 
digality had bestowed on her ; and he con- 
tentedly submitted to pny the penalty of 
the bonds she had against him, as a just 
punishment for his credulity and misplaced 
confidence." Of Lewis he said nothing; 
and this note he ordered them, to give to 
the physician, who would cause , it to be 
delivered whenever he thought proper* 

la 
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In the evening of this busy day. Lord B^ 
was informed that Lewis was better, the 
fever greatly abated by .^ome hours of re- 
freshing deep, and that he by very com- 
'posed. In the morning of the following 
day, the physician waited upon his Ix)rd- 
ship to inform him, that the dangerous 
symptoms had abated in Eleancxxi also; iu 
consequence of which be had ddivered the 
note, which she read, and tossed from her 
with a smUe of cQiUempt.— ^^ Tell Lor<t 
jE." said she, ^^ that be gives me nothing 
but what is already my own. — ^I acknow- 
ledge xip obligations^ and ana perfectly in«^ 
diflerent $» to hk 8<^tnne»ts of me;r— but 
I would advise him to dread the resentment 
be presumes to, provoke— he has robbed 
me of whi»t is dearer to me than life.—If 
be regards his own safety^ let him redga 
th6 rash diarge he has taken upon himself,. 
or tremble for the ccwisequence. I have 
gone too. far to recede, and have- made up 
iciy mind cMi this subject so decidedly, that 

my. 



my life or death depend on die event*-- 
«nd not mine alqneH 

^^ What is to be done with this violent 
woman ?" asked Lord £• ^\ I know not 
indeed," answered the doctor. " She has 
dischat^ed me from all further attendance 
the moment she understood I was sent by 
your Lorddiip, Her passions are so out- 
rageous that she is constantly in danger of 
a relapse, for these spasms are brought on 
by violent emotions.*' " I believe her very 
capable of committing any excess, prompted 
by passion or revenge," returned Lord E. 
*^ she is certainly a very dangerous crea- 
ture; but till I know something more of 
this young man, I cannot withdraw my 
protection from him. I find it is only Se- 
bastian, her confidential servant, that is ac- 
quainted with his naine and circumstances; 
and that felbw, though he engaged to be 
Jiere, has never shewn his face." ' 

jj^bastian, 
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Sebastian, we have seen, had in his -way 
to Lord E's, house called in on Ann, to 
acquaint hej with what had ensued- from 
the watchful jealousy of his Lordship, who^ 
had surprised them at North-End. Ann 
permitted him to believe that Lord E, had 
watched them, keeping her owa counsel 
and her five guineas to herself. They were 
consulting which would be most for their 
a,dvantage, to oblige his Lordship or re- 
main with their mistress* Sebastian did 
feel a little attachment to her, he well 
knew she had still largely in her power to: 
reward his services. — ^He had no great pre- 
dilection for the English — fear of the laws, 
with which his Lordship threatened them> 
had in the moment of terror impelled him 
to submit to his commands; but on re- 
flection, he could not expect much favour 
from him, and he knew that English ser- 
vants disliked foreign ones. , Undecided, 
he met Ann, and after much pro and con, 

they . 
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they had not determined, when Eleaiiora 
so unexpectedly arrived. 

Her presence and illness turned the 
scale, the balance was in her favour;— if 
she4ived, she' would be grateful no doubt 
for their attachment — if she died, no one 
but Sebastian knew where her property 
was, or the amount of it,— they resolved 
therefore to abide the event. Lord E. 
unacquainted with all these interested mo- 
tives, believed that fear of the discovery, 
which actually had taken place, of his 
standing high in the good graces of his 
lady, was the sole cause of his disappear- 
ance ; and having now as much information 
as he wished for respecting Eleanora, he 
gave the fellow to the devil, and waited for 
the convalescence of Lewis to obtain fur- 
ther particulars. 

Mean time the ci-devant Countess, 
whose passions, naturally violent, had risen 

*• almost 
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almost to a degree of frenzy, who, fof the 
first time in her life, had conceived a most 
fervent attachment for Lewis, and had flat- 
tered herself that the seducing charms of 
her person^ the fortune she possessed, and 
the blandishments of love, would, alto* 
gether, allure the affections, and gratify 
the vanity of a low bom, obscure young 
man, maddened by her disappointment^ 
indignant and revengeful against Lord E, 
tormented by curiosity and jealousy to 
know who, and where^ was the hateful 
Hermine he had so tenderly called, upon, 
and to whom no doubt was owing the re- 
pulsive coldness he had shewn towards her, 
— all these variety of conflicting passions 
were too powerful for the body to sustain. 
The spasms in her side, the oppressions of 
her breath returned with more alarming 
violence, the fever raged unceasingly — * 
and in short, not to *dwell on the subject, 
in four days she was reduced to the last 
extremity. , 

One 
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One of her English servants intimate 
'With the domestics of Lord E. brought the 
ihtelligence of her extreme danger, andof 
her incessant desire to see Lewis before 
she died. This woman had accidentally 
been left with her about ten minutes, for 
Sebastian and Ann kept constant watch^ 
to the exclusion of every other servant, till 
this day, when she was so extremely low, 
they thought fit to relax for a short time 
on som,e particular business,, in which 
the one would not trust the other alone* 
The miserable Eleanora faintly expressed 
her ardent wish to see I^ewis, or if not him^ 
she would see Lord E. The woman told 
her «he was acquainted in the family, and 
would go to the house without delay, Lewis 
was then in a convalescent state, but by 
no means capable of going out, or bearing 
any exertion of body, or trouble of the mind. 
Lord E. therefore, though a good deal 
a^tated, undertook to comply with her 
wishes. His coming was so wholly un- 
i^OL. IV.' C looked 
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looked for^ that no precautions had boeri 
taken against his admittance ; — he obtained 
an easy entrance, and was conducted up 
stairs by the woman who had been at his 
house, even to the dres^ng room that ad-^ 
joined the sick chamber. 

She then went boldljr intp the room> 
and announced Lord E. The astonish- 
ment and terror of i:he faithful guards 
cannot be described, "Lord E!'' they 
both exclaimed. " Oh, let him come in," 
said Eleanora, in a feeble voice, and bdbre 
the others could rise from their chairs, his 
Lordship entered. Casting a stem glance 
on them he advanced to the bed-side, .and 
held out his hand; — ^he could not without 
extreme and visible emotion, behold the 
woman he had loved, thus altered in a few 
days. She did not accept his hand, nor 
for a moment could she speak more than 
^^ Sit down, my Lord." He obeyed, then 
looking on the trembling pair, " Yoamay 

withdraw,'* 
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Withdraw/* said he. '^.N6, my Lord," 
imswered the man, a little recovered, ^^ oui* 
duty keeps us here.'.' " Leave the room,'* 
^id Eleaaora, " wait without till you are 
called for." With* spite in their faces, and 
malice in their hearts, they withdrew, but 
no farther off than the outside of the door. 

^^ Berthier then is Very ill/' said Elea- 
nora, ^' or he will not come/' ^^ He id 
oot well enough to bear any fatigue," an- 
swered Lord E. ^^but he is progressively 
getting better.^ He requested me to con- 
vey hi3 sincere wishes for your recovery and 
future happiness . " ' 'Are you sincere, " said 
she with earnestness, ^^ did he really send 
that message?" " Upon my honour he 
did, the poor youth, I believe is incapable 
of malice or resentment." ^^ A peasant, 
alow born wood-cutter!" returned she, 
" yet ah, how amiable he is ! But 'tis my 
miserable fate to fall a victim to this ob- 
scure forester ; — I had struggled against 

C2 , my 
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my passion^ and thought it subdued^ till 
he arrived in London, then it gained the 
mastery oyer pride, ambition, and interest* 
You, oh, how I hate you for it; — ^You came, 
you have undone me! — ^but for your offi- 
ciousness, my tender cares, in his illness, 
might have won his heart; — ^all npw is 
over!" She sighed bitterly and turned her 
head from him. 

Lord E. was ' extrertely moved. — "Do 
not blame me/* said he, "for I believe 
the young man owes his life to that assist- 
ance I procured for him, and the ease of 
his mind. Ybw, EJleanora, do not want for 
fortitude or strength of mind, exert your- 
self and you may recover." " Recover," 
repeated she, " recover, and for what? 
To be despised by a being my soul disdains, 
though I would suffer unheard of tortures 
to possess his affection. — Recover, to be 
sacrificed to a rival, to swell her triumph ! 
Oh, that I knew her, that I could have 

that 
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that hated — envied object before me ; — she 
should satiate my vengeance!" 

" I must leave you/* said his Lordship, 
rising, ^^ if you only desired to have me a 
witness to sentiments and exclamations un- 
worthy of your sex, I must leave you.'* — 
^^ Stop, stop,** she cried, " allow for my 
weakness as a woman, for my passion as a 
. despised — ^rejected person, though still in 
the bloom of youth and beauty ; — ^and by 
whom despised ? A peasant ! Oh, I 
could tear my flesh at my mean infatua- 
tion! Stop, I beseech you, whilst I am 
thus capable of exertion, 'tis the effort of 
desperation. I would make my will, I will 
force that cold marble-hearted peasant to 
feel himself obliged to me.— Even if I re- 
cover, he shall in spite of himself, regret 
the woman he destroys. Send for a law- 
yer directly, while I have my senses.** 

C3 She 
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She was -so urgent that he was oWiged 
to comply. His own servant who was in 
waiting, was dispatched on the errand to 
his own man of business. In the interim 
she had relapsed into pain and extreme 
weakness. When the attorney arrived. 
Lord E. would have had it deferred, but 
she insisted upon his proceeding, all her ser- 
vants were called up.—- She ordered evciy 
one a year*s wages. — ^To Sebastian she be- 
Cjueathed the sum of two thousand pounds, 
English, with three hundred more to sup- 
port him till his return to his native country* 

To each of her Italian sen^ants the same 
sum to pay for their journey, * besides the 
year's wages. — The house she had at 
North-End, with the furniture, she also left 
to Sebastian, to dispose of as he pleased.— 
The residue of her fortune, both in t^e 
English and Italian funds, which she sup« 
posed to be more than fifteen thousand 
pounds, with her bonds, plate, jewels, &c, 

sh© 
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^e bequeathed to Lewis Berthier. No 
words can express the disappointment and . 
vexation of Sebastian and ' Amsi, who had 
promised to themselves the whole of llils 
fcrtune. 

Hie first deemed inclined to dispute her 
power of making a wUl under occasi<:ftml 
fits of insanity^ but Lord £• with an air of 
great authority commanded his silence. 
'^ Peace !*' said Eleanora, " yeu have no 
cause to be dissatisfied^ I -lunow you. have 
taken care of yourself. — And . now/* added 
she, exultingly, *^that mesga, yet proud* 
hearted peasant, must acknowledge himsdf 
overpaid for his temporary confinement, 
smd at least obliged by an afirection that 
outlivesdeath.'* Shedesired two copies to b^ 
made, one deposited with Lord E. another 
with herself, and the original with the lawyer. 

His Lordship soon after took his leave, 
without any of that emotion he had felt on 

C4 his 
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jhis entrance^ for she had so strongly ex- 
erted herself, that he really believed she 
was far from being in a dangerous state^ 
but rather that she had some points in vievy ' 
— some private schemes to answer, by this 
shew of uncommon affection and gene- 
,«08ity towards Berthier — ^and he hesitated 
some time, undecided whether he should 
inform, him of this will or riot. As yet 
he had held »o particular conversation with 
him, from a {delicate regard to his health, 
also to avoid the appearance of curiosity, 
as inconsistent with the duties of hospitality 
and benevolence. Eleanora had repeatedly 
declared, that his birth was mean, his emr 
ployment a wood-cutter. — By what meara 
he had fallen into company connected with 
her, or who Douglas was, to whom he had 
so frequently apostrophized when ill, he 
was very desirous of knowing, but still hejd 
back from asking any elucidation. 

Mean 
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Mean time Lewis gaining strength, had' 
been informed by the doctor the full ex- . 
tent of his obligations to Lord E. aild each* 
time his Lordship looked in upon him, he 
expected that he would take notice of the 
situation he had found him in, and enquire 
of his name and circumstances.-'—- But the 
enquiry was not made, and every allusion 
to the past seemed to be studiously avoided/ 
When Lord E. returned, from. Eleanora, 
he paid Lewis a visit; he foimd him up,^. 
dressed, and much better than he expected. 
Congratulating him on his convalescence, 
Lewis seized the opportunity to express some 
part of the warm sense he entertained of 
his Lordship's condescension and humanity. . 

*^ I know not,, my Lord," said he, '^ in« 
Tifhat light I must appear to you, or what 
opinion you may have formed of xt\y cha- 
Kicter and situation m life, under the cir-^ 
Gumstanees in> which you found me. . Of 
ihe. first, it docs, not become me to speajc 



34 THE FEASANT OF 

more, than with that justice the meanest 
individual owes to himself, that I trust my 
integrity is unqnestionable. My birth is 
humble, the employment I was brought 
up to more mean than even my birth. — 
The partial kindness of a worthy man drew 
me from a laborious employment, and 
launched me into a world where I have 
ftrand myself alone, ignorant, and uncon- 
nected. One respectable and amiable fa- 
mily have with peculiar kindness received 
and protected me, but could not make me 
happy, for a life of indolence and de- 
pendence neither suits my circumstances 
nor inclination. — And this respected family 
I fear, must long before this have cast me 
from their hearts as unworthy and un- 
grateful ; for appearances, and the arts of 
a bad woman, if she told me truth, must 
have condemned me." 

*^ May I ask the name of the family you 
allude to ? — but do not satisfy me if you 

have 



AJtBBKinS FOREST. 35 

have any^ desire to conceal it — I would not 
^ish to give you pain by any enquiries of 
mine." " Your Lordship is truly consi- 
derate and generous^" returned Lewis^ 
*^ but I should be wholly inexcusable to 
have any concealments had I motives for 
such, which, thank Heaven, I have not; 
and if your Lordship has leisure, and will 
condescend to hear me, I will briefly re- 
kte my story — I feel quite able so to do." 

^ Take your own time," answered Lord 
E. ^^ I shall attend to you with pleasure ^ 
and when you ape fatigued, pray break oflT 
-without cererf^ony, and consider the weak 
state of your health.** Lewis bowed re- 
^>eGtfully, jhd after a moment's pause be- 
gan his little history ; but as we are well 
acquainted with every particular he had ta 
relate, we shall leave him to make his own 
interest with his Lordship, and proceed ta 
matters of more consequence.- 

chap: 
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CHAP. XXV, 



Wi 



E left Mr. Douglas and Fidelia 
proceeding on a visit to Lord Douglas^ 
each aniiious to conceal their own anguisby, 
and divert the grief that they suspected si- 
lently preyed on the mind of the other .-r- 
The mutu^d endeavour was of service to 
both by the exertion it demanded; and 
with more composure than could he exr 
pected they arrived at Rose Vale, a small 
house his Lordship had removed to> in 
Hampishire, for the salubrity of the air, and 
its vicinity to Southampton and the Isle of 
Wight. 

la 
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In early life these brothers had .beea 

much estranged from each other^ by the 

absurd partiality of their parents;: who were 

by no means congenial minds, • and of 

course the children imbibed their improper 

and ill-judged prejudices. Lord Douglas 

had, on the death of his father^ refused ta 

see or assist his brother, who fortunately 

obtained better friends than cold relations*. 

His Lordship had followed every pursuit 

tiiat tended to destroy his constitution and 

dissipate his fortione. He had married a 

lady with a large estate, who died within 

three years after, and left no heirs to claim 

it.. Again his Lordship launched ou th« 

world, and. for some years was the hero of 

the race,, and th6. chief buck in all frolic?^ 

and excesses, until his health and constir 

tution sank under continual indulgencies^ 

and the gouty paroxisms were so frcr 

qu^nt and violent that he actually became 

a. cripple, unable to walk, and only, capable 

of 
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of changing his apartment by being 
wheded in a chair. 

Thus cut off from pleasure and society, 
he began to think of bis brother, whose 
situation in }ife was by no means dis* 
graceful to his birth and connexions. — 
And it was soon after the late Mrs* Doug- 
fas had been first attadied l^'a paralytic 
affection, that his Lordship condescended 
to make overtures of reconciliation to his 
brother. The deposition of Mr. Douglas 
was of the most flexible nature — ^he re- 
tained not a particle of resentment in his 
heart, and as readity and cordially met the- 
advances of his brother as if he had been 
the person to have given the ofience. He 
ipaid him a short visit immediately, entered 
into all his family affairs, (ex-cept what re- 
lated to Fidelia) and it was st his Lord- 
ship's request that he was desirous of 
sending his eldest son abroad to gain in- 
formation, and acquire the polish of other 

nations^ 



nations^ that he might dignify the rank of 
an EngKsSi noWeman by manners as weH 
^sby fortone^ 

The sudden event of Fidelia's being ac- 
knowledged, and his consequait journey^ 
was not Communicated till aft^r Mr. Doug- 
las returned with her to England ; and it 
was some time before he could assume 
courage and fortitude to enter on a story 
that so shamefully implicated his wife, and 
betrayed hiis own folly, weakness, and in- 
justice. Lord Douglas was not a man of 
strong feelings, or great sensibility.— He 
was surprised, but not much affected — he 
cursed the pride and unnatural conduct df 
Mrs. Douglas, called his brother a fool ibr 
l)eing led by the nose, and pitied the poor 
girl so long neglected, and so near being 
condemned to a life of purgatory on earth 
"by a parcel of bigotted nuns and friars. — 
This was correspondent to his feeling^-^ 
and after pitying the poor giil*s sufferings, 

he 
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te gave them an invitation to Rose Vale, 
that he might see what sort of a being had 
fceen turned out from the tuition of a 
convent- 

The ill-humour, causeless dislike, and 
cruel jealousy Mrs. Douglas entertained' 
against her daughter, had impeded Fidelia 
fit>m accepting the invitation; and that 
lady's death, the subsequent events, with: 
the introduction of Eleanora into the 
house,, had altogether so entirely engaged 
the time and ideas of Mr. Douglas, that 
his brother held but a slender share in his- 
tfaoughts for some weeks;- until the dis^ 
covery, and. consequent departure, of the- 
ci-devant. Countess, caused him to reflect' 
on the duties he had neglected, and the: 
dangers, he had escaped,. 

Lord Douglas heard of his nephew's re- 
turn to England so much out of health, 
with, more concern than was common for- 

him^ 
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him to feel on any occurrence — ^and the 
intelligence of his unexpected death, very 
deeply affected him both in body and 
mind. He had written to his brother, ear- 
nestly requesting that he might see him, 
as he believed he had not long to live, and 
wanted comfort aipid society. In this dis- 
positioh, mutually afflicted,, the brothers 
met, and with more feeling than had ever 
on any occasion betrayed itself on either 
side till now. 

When Fidelia was introduced, his Lord- 
ship eyed her with surprise and pleasure — 
he warmly embraced her. — **Whatl'* he' 
exclaimed, *^ make a nun of ^ girl like 
this ! by Heaven, I would send theili old 
cants all to the devil first.— -She is abso- 
lutely a little angel, fit to grace the side of 
a prince ; and a handsome fortune I will 
give her too, and that without delay." 
H^ began some very harsh reflections on 
Mrs. Douglas, which Fidelia interrupted; 

and 



42 THE PEASANT OP 

and then it changed -into lamentations for 
poor Frederic, which overpowered them 
all, and for 9ome time precluded every 
other subject. 

His Lordship was the first to recover, — 
^« Well," said he, « *tis all as Providence ' 
thinks fit, — if you have lost a son, ycm 
have saved ^ daughter; though I must 
Bay, the deadi of my wife did not give 
me half the trouble that I felt for this last 
bitter stroke^-^-But thank God, one boy is 

yet left, mi we wmt bear this loesas men 

ipnd christians 1 — Fidel k, my dear, a veiy 
pretty name Fiddia is I think, you mosi 
now preside at my taWe.-*^It will soon be 
your own, J beKeve, for I can't live long ; 
and now I think of it, as I purchswed this 
Rose Vale, I may give it as I Kke, . so, my 
dear, I shall settle it upon you." 

Before Fidelia could reply the physician 
came in, and^ pronounced his Lordship to 

be 
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be much better than for many preceding 
days. — ^^ Why you are right, I believe, 
doctor, for my q)irits are cheered by the 
arrival of my brother and my niece/* 

" I am really of opinion," answered the 
doctor, ^^that the South of France, and 
cheerful company, might do much for your 
Lordship yet.** '^ What, will it set a 
cripple upon his legs again, or invigorate a 
ivom out constitution?*^ 

'* I don't absolutely say that^ but there 
is a chance that change of climate may 
prove very restorative/' " Very well, 
doctor, I see you are tired with attending 
me ; but were I inclined to try, which is 
hardly worth while, I can*t go alone with 
servants only, cripple as I am. — ^What say 
you, brother, what say you, niece, will 
yo u * '* ^* Dear brother," said Mr, 
Douglas, interrupting him, " by all means 
* be guided by the doctor's advice ; I can 

take 
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take upon me to say that Fidelia will be as 
happy as myself to attend you." 

Fidelia joined in the assurance with an 
affectionate warmth that drew tears from 
the eyes of Lord Douglas. — ** But," said he, 
'^ .unable to walk, how shall I be conveyed 
on board ship?" — " That difficulty is soon 
obviated," returned the physician, ^^ an 
easy accommodation may be found, ''tis 
frequently done for invalids like your Lord- 
ship. A lady I well know, lately returned 
from MontpelHer, perfectly restored from 
a paralytic affection, who, when she left 
England wa& as helpless as you 3i:e." 

" That may be, doctor, but I have 
played the devil with my constitution, 
which, I take it, is too nuich shattered to 
hope for any r^pairo — ^But however in such 
company I'll go, and that speedily^ so, my 
good friends, make haste and arrange all 
your little affairs, — If / derive no benefit 

from 
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from it, I dm sure change of place and 
objects will be of service to you both, — • 
so hey for the South of France, doctor." 

Every proper accommodation, to make 
his Lordship easy and comfortable, was 
soon provided. Mr. Douglas went to 
London for three days to settle some ne- 
cessary business for himself and his daugh- 
ter, in which time he again enquired about 
Lewis,' without obtaining any satisfaction, 
and naturally inferred from his silence, that 
he had ungratefully forsaken them, and 
was fallen into the toils of a wicked woman, 
whose fascinations had corrupted his morals 
and depraved his heart, 

Fidelia, in spite of every unfavorable cir- 
cumstance, could not bring her heart to 
condemn him, tho' her reason justified her 
father's opinion, — she grieved for him but 
she could not reprobate him entirely. — 
She hoped, almost against conviction, and 

would 



46 tti£ PEASANT OP 

would often mentally exclaim, " 'Tis im-*' 
possible that open ingenuous counte-^ 
nance, that unstudied candour, that good- 
ness of heart that flowed spontaneous in 
his conduct towards Hermine, and my 
poor Frederic, could be the result of art 
and hypocrisy, nor could a good mind be 
so suddenly perverted. — No, 'tis impossible! 
there is a mystery hangs over his fate, but 
I cannot believe him guilty.'* 

Such were the liberal sentiments of Fi- 
delia, and indeed few who knew Lewis >but 
must be prejudiced in his favour, from the 
sparkling intelligence in his eyes, and an 
air of candour that animated every feature. 
And little as this lovely girl had seen of 
him, he had made a strong impression on 
her mind to his advantage, which not all 
tlie subsequent unfavorable appearances 
could any ways eradicate. If she felt some 
little reluctance to leave England, uncer- 
tain of his fate, she felt much more from 

the 
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the reflection . that her beloved Hermine 
would probably arrive in London soon after 
»be must quit it; — ^this was a truly painful 
consida*ation^ but she strove to stifle her 
selfish regrets in the idea that she had the 
power to communicate pleasure and admi* 
nister comfort to a kind and suffering 
t^ative. 

On that very day wlien Lewis was re- 
leased from his imprisonment, by the op- 
portune appearance of Lord E. the Douglas 
£unily left England ;^'*r^and in less than a 
week after. Lady Somerset and her party 
arrived safe in London. — But this event 
we must speak of in another place, and 
return tp Lewis, who related his story in 
the most simple manner, speaking as hum- 
bly of himself as his worst enemies could 
have done. Lord E. was much pleased 
with his candid narrative, not less interested 
for him, and coaceme^ that it fell to his 
lot to acquaint him with the death of poor 

Frederic 
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Frederic Douglas. This event, tho' deli- 
vered with much kind caution, was a stroke 
Lewis was but ill calculated to bear, and 
the effect it had upon him gave great pain 
to Lord E. he fainted, and was obliged to 
be carried to his bed exceedingly ill. 



4€ 



Tho' Lewis had not . exaggerated, or 
set down aught in malice" -against 
Eleanora, on the contrary, if he did not 
attempt to palliate her attrocities, he did 
not dwell* on them, but mentioned them as 
lightly as he cbuld» yet Lord E. heard suf- 
ficient to convince him that she was the 
most abandoned of women, and that what- 
ever were her sufferings now, she was as 
wholly undeserving of pity, as she was un- 
worthy of notice. When Lewis was res- 
tored to some degree of composure, his 
Lordship engaged to wait on Mr. Douglas, 

« 

and explain to him the situation of his lost 
young friend ; — ;an# he took the opportu- 
nity of telling Lewis the state of Eleanora's 

health. 
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healthy and the bequest she had irtade to 
him in her wiJl. " Sooner, much sooner," 
cried Lewis, with all the energy he could 
exert, *^ would I return to the forest, and 
resume my humble occupation^ and by my 
daily labour earn my daily breads than ac- 
cept oT fortune and indepettdence from the. 
hands of a woman so detestable, whether 
alive or dead. She has murdered my un- 
fortunate young friend as effectually as if 
by a sword or poison ;-^by her vile arts he 
most probably expired under the impression 
of my ingratitude and baiSe desertipn of 
him, — ^and shall I accept riches obtained by 
a series of wickedness, — by plunder, rapa- 
city, and the most infamous conduct > — ■- 
No, my Lord, I was bom to labour, and 
when it pleases Heaven to restore my 
strength, I can by honest industry procure 
to myself , content and independence.-— 
Never, never, will I touch a penny of such 
ill-gotten wealth T ' ' 

VOL. IV. D ^*1 
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^' I honour your integrity, and admire 
your disinterested independent spirit," re- 
turned his Lordship, ** a mind like your's is 
superior to fortune, and I trust will not 
need the bounty of Eleanora, to preserve 
you from returning to an employnient 
wholly unworthy of you ; — ^but more j>f 
this another day. I will devote this to any 
enquiries you are anxious to make — ^I will 
see Mr. Douglas. Is there any one else whose 
good opinion you are desirous to retain ?'* 

Lewis had passed over every tfiing rela- 
tive to Lady Somerset or Hermine, from 
the time he had left the forest ; delicately 
considering that he had no right to disclose 
the concerns of others, not immediately in- 
terwoven with his own. Thus questioned, 
he replied, " I do, indeed, wish to know if 
Lady Somerset is returned to England?" 
" How!" said my Lord, " are you known 
to Lady Somerset?" "I have that ho- 
nour, my Lord, and her permission to wait 

on 
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on her, when she should arrive in Lon- 
don.'*- ^^ I am happy to hear it," returned 
he, ^^ the late Lord Somerset was nearly 
rdated to my father, — the present is a very 
amiable young noUeman, I understand ; 
but I know little of bina personally, for as 
€oon as be left college, he travelled thro' 
En^and, Wales, -Scotland, and Ireland, to 
make himself acquainted with his own 
country, previous to visiting ^theV nations. 
I occasionally went to the house, and take 
shame to myself in saying, that I neglected 
to cultivate the esteem of such valuable 
relatives, because they did not mix much 
with the gay circles of fashion, among 
which I became very early initiated. But 
if I did not court their acquaintance, I re- 
spected their characters, and admired the 
proper mode adopted for the information 
of Lord Somerset." His Lordship then 
asked, " By what means he became ac- 
quainted with Lady Somerset, for," con- 

D 2 tinned 
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tinued he, ^^ you did not name her in youi 
little histoty?" 

** It was accident," answered Lewis, 
^^ that threw me into the notice of her La- 
dyship, and there were particulars attending 
it, which I did not feel myself at liberty to 
relate, as they in no means were implicated 
with what concerned me.'* ^^ I am 
pleased with your discretion,*' returned 
Lord E. " and you may rely that I will 
make the proper enquiries this day, and 
shall also report your fixed rgection of her 
intended legacy, to Eleanora^ if you are de- 
cided and firm in your refusal of her fa- 
vours/' " Indeed I am," said Lewis, ^^so 
decided^ that I would embrace the most 
cheerless poverty, rather than enjoy wealth 
so nefariously (Atained." " Very well, 
keep up your spirits, you must not grieve 
or repine at the all-wise decrees of Provi- 
dence; — those that die young, generally 
<tie happy. — ^tength of days but too often 

multiplies 
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multiplies our errors^ and adds strength to 
our follies; of which you see in me a woeful 
example. Half ruined in my fortune by 
racings my health impaired by midnight or- 
gies^ and my peace and reputation sacri- 
ficed to worthless women^ and all this with 
my eyes open. — But it won't do to mo- 
ralize now,. so adieu; — compose yourself 
against my return/* 

• 

When lord £. called at the house of 
Mr. Douglas^ he was concerned to hear 
they had so recently left £ngland, without 
the satisfaction of hearing from Lewis.— 
Their return was uncertain, but all letters 
were to be sent to his banker's in Pall- 
Mall. From thence he proceeded to Lady 
Somerset's, and there learnt that the fa- 
mily were hourly expected. His next visit 
was a reluctant one to Eleanora. He was 
surprised t6 hear that she was at the last ex- 
tremity, he heard that the physician was 
with her, and sent for him. " I am glad 

D 3 your. 
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your Lordship is come/' said he, on his 
entering the room, " she is perfectly sen- 
sible, but drawing on apace, and extremely 
restless that you and your friend had not 
obeyed her summows." ^^ I have received 
no summons,'* answered he-. " How !" 
said the doctor,. " it is three hours since I 
sent to Cavendish Square, and an answer 
was brought that you had company, but? 
would come the moment you were at 
leisure." ^^ Upon my lionour," returned 
Lord E. ^^ I am quite a stranger to any 
message, and of course could not send 
such a reply." **^ This must be enquifed 
into, but pray come up." He followed 
the doctor, and beheld Eleanora to all ap- 
pearance dying; — he would gladly have re- 
treated but it was not possible. " You 
are come at last," said she, " where is Ber- 
thier — would he not accompany you?" — 
^' He has not yci left his room," answered 
his Lordship, " but requested me to assure 
you that he is very sensible of your intended 

Icindness, 
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kindness, in the donation you design for 
him ; — ^but that he cannot accept it, and 
in short has made a solemn vow that he 
t^^ill never receive any legacy wiiatever." 
— ^^ Ungrateful, cruel, vindictive mon- 
ster !:'* cried slie, ^^ his soul as mean as his 
birth, is devoid of gratitude, tenderness, or 
pity. — I will hate him, — ^yes, I will hate 
him, detest, and punish him!". ** Do 
not thus exhaust yourself," said the physi- 
cian. " Begone," cried she, fiercely, — ^and 
to their extreme wonder and surprise, rising 
briskly from her pillow, ^^ b^one all of 
you," she cried, ^' I want you not;— my 
scheme has not succeeded. — ^That insen- 
sible wretch has counteracted all my de- 
agns.— I will five for vengeance ! — I have 
already imposed upon the vaunted skill of a 
physician, and the milky weakness of a 
British Senator j-^but that obdurate, fo- 
rest-born insolent, has defied my power ;— ^ 
he shall yet feel it. — ^Tell him to dread the. 
rage of a despised woman 4 Begone henceii 

D 4 aU. 
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all of you ! ' let me never see you more !'* 
Without a single word, .Ix)rd E. and the 
physician quitted the room, their looks 
exchaftged, spake their astonishment and 
horror. '^ Step into my carriage, pray, 
my Lord,*' said the doctor, seeing therq 
^as no other in waiting. ^^ Thank Hea^ 
yen," cried Lord E. as the coach drove 
rfrom the door, <^ that we have escaped 
from that vile female machiavel/- "I 
have not yet recovered from the greatest 
wrpriie and deception I ever met with,'* 
laid the doctor. ^^ By what arts she haa 
•contrived to vary her pulse and complexion, 
and appear writhed with agonies apparently 
insupportable, I am entirely at a loss to con- 
^ceive ; and now, even now, I think slie de^ 
ccivesi herself, and her exertion is a last ef- 
fort, for assuredly she was very ill when I 
was first called in, after she refused the at- 
tendance of the gentleman your Lordship 
,sent to her.'* '^ She certainly was ill then," 
replied Lord E. ^^ but I confess I doubted 

■ • if 



if ^e was so much reduced as die pretended * 
yesterday ; and har behaviour now strikes : 
me ivkh ^ conviction that the will/ and all- 
that superabundant generosity towards mjr* 
young fViend^ was a fiibricated scheme to^? 
work upon . his feelings^ by dravraig him to • 
see her, — and she is such a Circa,. thai no> 
nuu) can possibly answer for his ]!!39Qlutian>. 
if CHicc in ;her: power.'* 

" You know her wdl, my Lor4/* attv 
swered the physician, -^* and therrforte I 
subscribe to your judgmait; but what-? 
ever hwe been her plans,' or the arts^ 
she has used,^! am conviuced her ser- 
vants are as ignorant of them as we are. . 
They certainly 'really believed her dying, . 
and &s a proof, 'tis evident they dfeceivect 
lier, in not taking a message to your house,, 
to request as her last dying widi,, to .sec 
you and Mr. Berthier.!*^ 

Et » « That's. 
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^' That's true," answered his Lordship j 
" they would scarcely have risked the dis- 
covery had they believed she wotild re- 
cover, or expected to see me. After all, 
I think it highly important to have her 
manoeuvres enquired into — ^a womian ser- 
vant erf her's is acquainted with some of 
my domestics, by which means we may 
gain some insight into what is passing 
there. She is a diabolical wretch, I will 
nt>t degrade the sex so much a$ to call her 
woman ; but such as she is, we may have * 
every thing to fear from her revenge if she 
lives.** '' Thea your Lordship had best 
leave tewn.*' , ** It was my intention to do 
su in a few days, but if Berthier can be re^ 
moved we will gp wittiout delay*.** 



By thiisr timethey were arrived! in Caven- 
dish-Square; the physician having other 
visits to pay took leave,, promising to call 
in the evenings Lord E. instantly en- 
quired who was acquainted in Eleanora,*s 

£amily„ 



hmiiy, and hearing it was one of the:, 
house-maids^ he directed his housekeeper; 
to send her there, a»d gain what infor- 
mation she could as to that lady's health . 
and present proceedings. 

. Nob one in the family but hated Ele^ 
anora ; and ^consequently . were all interested 
for the young man she had so cruelly used. . 
With.this disposition, Hannah, the house- 
maid, repaired to call upon her friend ; wha 
not being. in her lady's secrets, or partaking 
of the good things with which Sebastiaur 
regaled himself and. his favourite Ann, a 
little jealousy, envy, and a natural love of 
prying into secrets, to have the pleasure of. 
disclosing them, impelled het to glean 
every sort of information — ^and as she had 
that very day treasured up a budget-full,, . 
the visit of Hannah was well timed, and 
she gave her a hearty welcome. — " Qh,'* 
said she^ ^^ such doings ! — ^Lord bless me, 
such wickedness!— -But come,^ come up to 
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my chamber softly^ I have such a heap of 
things to tell you, that your very hair will 
stand an end to hear them.'* 

Hannah naturally loved secrets too, and 
having such a double motive as to please 
her Lord and gratify herself, she readily 
crept silently up to the room, when ^ shut- 
ting the door, the woman repeated every 
circumstance of Eleanora's illness the pre- 
ceding day, the making of the will, &c. — 
" But," said she, " what is worse than all, 
that foreign fellow, Sebastian, has well fea- 
thered hif nest ; for do you know I was up 
in my lady's dressing room putting things 
to rights, and was just opening a drawer 
or so, when I heard some one a coming, 
so a little flurried, I pops under the bed— - 
and so then I hears that fellow take out 
keys and unlock my lady's cabinet, and 
presently hearing a jingle of money, I 
peeps under the valen, and sees him tajke 
papers and money, and the Lord knows 

- what 
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what beside, and put them all into hi* 
pocket, and then he walked out of the 
room. — So I gets out, , and wondered he 
hadn't opened the drawers too, for to be 
sure there's a deal of nice linen and laces 
there tww — though I dares to say Madam 
Nan has been pretty free with it.'^ 

*' Well, but iK>w is your lady now }'^ 
asked Hannah. " Why, Lord help you^ 
that's the very thing I was going to tell.— 
Here has been such fearful doings that, 
frightened me out of my seven senses— 
for here, 'twas but this very morning, mis- 
tress was, as we all thought, going to die,. 
and the doctor said, she was going fast f 
iHKi methought Sebastian looked as proud 
a& if he was to be lord of all. Well, then- 
ccHnes your Lord, and soon after we hears 
mch a ntmpui'-^my lady's voice, if you'll 
believe me, scolding likfc the deuce.- — I 
fiins up to the next room, there she was 
a calling names; and presently out bounces 

my 
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my Ijord and the doctor in a great flurrjv 
Soon after down Gomes Sebastian, lookidg/ 
as glump as may be — lie took our Nan 
aside, for she's in all fiis secrets, and there 
they whispered together ; and; I hears him 
say Something about the diable, and cursed^ 
and a heap of jargon I eould not make out;. 
But she said, *^ She must be a deceitful 
devil;- and 'tis all along of ' some powders 
which' she made me give her,* from a smalt 
box I fetched 4rom the cabinet." Just 
then the bell ringing they scampered ofTi 
And just nOw I hears she is. got' up and 
dressed.'.' 

* "Well,"' says Hannah; *• this ia fine 
doings sure enough, — ^so she only sham'd 
sickness." " Oh, she was really mortal 
bad at first, with those things spalms, I be- 
lieve they call 'em, in her side — ^then she. 
. grew better ; but 'tis my belief sure 
onough, that iUwas all sham yesterday and 

to-da};^ 
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to*day, or she coirfd never scold so loud, 
and be able to get up again." 

Hannah joined in the same opinion ; and 
then invited her friend to. call to-morrow, 
*^ I shall long/* said she, " to hear what 
is going on.** " That you shall/* an^ 
swered the other,^ ^^ for I'll keep a good 
look out, only that foreign fellow is as 
cunning as the devil. — I wonders what 
he'll do now with all the things h% tookt 
out-^ — as sure as fate, he thought her was 
dying, and sor went to sarve himself.*' — 
Hannah now took leave^ with a promise of 
having her visit returned the following day; 
and made her report at hpme- to Mrs. 
Freeman, who repeated- it to her Lord. 

Lord E. had mean time communicated 
to Lewis the absence of the Douglas fa- 
piily, the expected return of Lady So* 
znerset, — ^and lastly, his extraordinary in* 
terview with. Eleanora. He was very 

greatlj: 
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greatly concerned that he was impede^ 
from an explanation with Mr. Douglas; 
and mortified as well as grieved, that they 
should have left England, with an unfa- 
yottrable opinion of him.- The liope, and 
tJie joy that he felt in the prospect of 
peeing Hermine, was something damped 
by the, strange c(Hiduct, and threatened 
vengeance of Eleanora, from whose vio- 
lence and uncommon arts he had every 
thing to dread.. 

N&r was Lord E. without his apprehen^ 
Sions of her revenge, thus stimulated by love 
and disappointment. He was therefore anx- 
ious to leave London immediately, though 
he had no doubt but their steps would be 
watched — ^still at his country seat, sur- 
rounded by his own domestics, ihey would 
have less to fear from any plots and sur- 
prises than in London. He proposed to 
X^wis their instant departure. — " "I feel 
much interest for you," said he^ ^^ you 

ipust 
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must allow me to cultivate your acquaint- 
ance, and serve you to the best of my 
power. The conduct of this woman," 
added he, smiling, " has soberized me ; I • 
can think when I please, and the lesson 
tliat she has given to me, may prove of 
infinite importance. I can answer for no- 
thing, because I confess my intentions are 
rarely carried into'efFect, and my good re- 
sdutions often fade away before persuasion 
and example— but, however, I am desirous 
to try if I can relish the country with a ra* 
tional comixunion,* ■ 

Lewis was fully sensible of this honour 
and kindness, — but to leave London when 
Hermine was hourly expected — ^what a 
struggle ! — ^Yet, to stop against the wishes 
of Lord E. to hazard his repose fmm the 
schemes of Eleanora, and to pin himself fis 
it were upon Lady Somer§pt, if he declined 
tlie generous oflfei'S of his new friend, — -no, 
hjs pride revolted against that appearance. 

If 
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If our readers object to the word pride, as 
a feeling not becoming in a Ibw-bom 
peasant, we will call it principle ; — whatever 
name we give it, it was to him an unde- 
finable something that nature had im- 
planted, and which had all the ^fects a 
dignified prid^ would have produced in the 
bosom of a nobleman. And this ^ntiment 
taught Lewis what he owed to himself and 
t6 Lord E. he therefore acknowledged his 
sense of the honour conferred upon^ him, 
and was ready to attend his Lordship's 
commands. The following day the best 
accommodations were arranged for the ease' 
of Lewis, in the cairiiage, and Lord £.. and 
his suite left town for Dorsetshire* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 



1 



T is a long time since that we left Lady 
Somerset and her beautiful niece at Brussels^ 
vredting for Lord Somerset, whose journey 
had been impeded by an accident he met 
with in jumping out • of a carriage. At 
lengthy to the infinite delight of his af!ec~ 
tionate mother^ he arrived^ and was intro-^ 
duced to his new found relative, whom he 
acknowledged Avith much tenderness and 
admiration. They proposed stopping ano^ 
ther week in Brussels, that his Lordship 
inight take a cursory view of the city and 

its 



68 THE PEASANT OF 

its environs, tho' their mutual impatience 
to return to England impeded a longer re- 
sidence for the present. 

We shall not dwell on any further oc- . 
currences, either in Brussels, or in the 
course of their journey, but set them qui- 
etly down in Portland-Place, It is proper, 
however, to notice, that in this interval of 
time. Lord Somerset became a passionate 
admirer of the lovely Hermine, and having 
no cause to conceal his sentiments or re- 
press his feelings, his un<)ualified admiration 
could not pass unnoticed either by Hermine 
or his mother. 

The latter was charmed by the discovery, 
it had been the first wish of her heart, 
from the moment she beheld her charming 
^iece. On the choice of her son for a 
partner through life, she rightly judged 
much of his future happiness both here and 
hereafter, must eventually depend; and 

often 
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often her maternal anxieties on this head 
had disturbed her repose. When, there^ 
fore, she beheld his growing attachment to 
the daughter oif her ever-beloved sist^, — ^a 
daughter so amiable, so formed to supply 
the ^ace in her affections of the angel she 
bad lost, her heart bounded with transport ; 
she saw — she knew of no one impediment 
to the completion of her wishes. — Her 
dear niece was a stranger to the world, she - 
could have no prepossession in favor of any 
one; and it was not in the nature of things 
that she could be insensible to the passion 
of such a man as Lord Somerset. 

Her Ladyship had good grounds to form 
her opinion on, and draw her conclusion, 
for few young men, indeed, had better 
pretensions to expect a lady's preferable 
favour than Lord Somerset. His person 
was handsome, his manners elegit, which, 
with a fund of cheerfulness and a good 
teipper, threw an air of fascination ovetr hia 

form 
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ibrm and conversation, that never failed to 
gain the esteem of iiiose be was desirous to 
please. Hermine -saw ^nd acknowledged 
his merits, she was proud of, and delighted 
with her new cousin ; — ^she really loved him 
too, with an afiectipn that sought no dis- 
guise, for it was the proud love of a sister 
for a brother she thought truly amid^le. 

This open undisguised preference, whilst 
it delighted Lady Somerset, had a very dif- 
ferent effect on his Lordship ; — he knew, 
that in a delicate mind, love was timid and 
retiring, — that it gave birth to a variety of 
emotions in a female bosom that conscious 
sensibility, decorum, and feminine modesty 
studiously endeavoured to conceal, parti- 
cularly from the observation of the beloved 
object. Hermine Iiad a dignity of person 
and mind that convinced him, ker delicacy 
would suppress those marks of avowed par- 
tiality and esteem, if she entertained any 
preferable regard, — any tenderness for him^ 

beyond 
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beyond what their affinity might claim. — - 
Thus reasoning from feeling and observa- 
tion, his Lordship felt nothing of that ex- 
ultation which seemed to brighten his mo- 
ther's prospects ; on the contrary, he rather 
shrank from her unqualified marks of 
esteem, and wished a thousand times that 
she said less and thought more; — ^that in the 
room of that blush of pleasure with which 
she received his attentions and com- 
pliments, lie could have seen the downcast 
eye, the delicate confusioli of an agitated 
heart, and the tenderness of thpt ,heart 
struggling to emerge from behind the veil 
modesty threw over it. *^ No," said he, 
one evening, after much reflection, ^Vno, 
Hermine partakes not in the fond prefet*- 
ence of my heart ; — she coldly regards me 
as a lover, tho' warmly as a friend and re- 
lative, — but that sentiment will not satisfy 
me, I must be loved or I can never be 
happy. Yet why should I despair, why 
not indulge the flattering hope that time 

and 
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and perseverance may give birth to that 
tender preference I wish for. — She has 
much delicacy and energy of mind, love 
may not spring spontaneous in her bosom, 
it must be implanted with care, and culti* 
vated bv observation and esteem ;? — ^let me 
then endeavour to deserve her hearty and I 
may possibly obttifn it." Such was the so^ 
liloquy of Lord Somerset ; whilst his mother 
had no such draw-backs, from any appre- 
hension of his success, but already antici- 
pated the tlelights of that union which 

seenied to be the boundary of all her wishes. 

» 

The second day after their arrival in 
town, Lady Somerset sent a servant to the 
house of Mr. Douglas, with a note for 
Mr. Berthicr; — ^and his Lordship having 
seen the cat-d left by Lord E. rather sur- 
prised at a visit so seldom made, and so 
little expected, took a stroll down to Ca- 
vendish-Square, where he was informed 
that his Lordship had left town for Dor- 
setshire. 



Betehire. He was saanterttig through th« 
fiquare when he met Earl Belfont^ with 
"whcsn iae had only a dight coinmon-<plaM 
fkcquaintance. After a compliment o» hb 
return to JBngland, the Earl said, ^^ You 
have heen calling itl at Lord E*s.** '^ I 
have, but find be has left town.'* *^Poof 
fellow ! he has heen devilisjily unlucky,--* 
lost a confounded sum at Newmarket, and 
I hear has been cursedly tricked by his 
Italian Countess/' . 

^^ I know, nothing of his affairs,^' re- 
turned Lord Sonierset, ^' tho' we are re- 
latives, our families were never very inti- 
0uite. On* my return I found a card left 
a few days since at Lady Somerset's, which 
induced me to call at his house ; — I am in- 
deed sorry to hear he is stiH attached to 
Newmarket, as I have und^&tood he has 
been a considerable suflferer by bis taste, '' 
*^ Why he has no chance against the very 
knowing ones ; — it is more frolic and 
- VOL. IV. E fashion^ 
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fadiion^ than inclination or judgment 
that takes him there, I believe." "'Then 
he is still less excusable," returned Lord 
Somerset. " To trifle aw^y time and money 
without desire or gratification, is -in my 
opinion the tnost contemptible of all pur- 
f uits, and such a mode of conduct as I 
should not expect in Lord E. for if I. re- 
member right, I have heard him spoken of 
as a very intelligent, well-educated, and ac- 
complished nobleman." 

t 

^^ He* certairlly is a very : clever fellow, 
but that has nothing to do with - certain 
fashionable propensities which a jnan must 
fall in with, if he chooses to be a member 
of society." " I hope under the compre- 
hensive term of society, tliere is no absolute 
necessity that a man must be a gambler, or 
^havean Italian Countess in his suite, to tip 
admitted as^a citizen of the world. — If so, 
I am returned to my native country with 
- ' the 
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the prospect of being a solitary man, for / 
have not those fashionable propensities/* 

"All in good time, my Lord," said 
£arl Bdfont, laughing, ^^ we shall see when 
you come among us. I suppose you will 
soon leave town,-^^I am on the -wing for 
Brighton, though I detest the place, but it 
is pretty full, and therefore one may find 
amusement of some sort or other, for a 
week or two/' Lord Somerset coolly 
widied him a pleasant ride, and left him 
with a sentiment of contempt for such fa- 
shionable principles, as do not allow a ^v 
man to decide and Judge in some mea- 
sure for himself. 

ft \ 

On his return to Portland Place he 
found Lady Somerset and Hermine much 
disconcferted, and expressing their mutual 
regrets for the absence of the Douglas fa- 
mily. A journey so sudden «nd unexpected 
they could not account for in any other 

E 2 way. 



76 . THE PEASANT <» 

wnyy than supposing it hod taken fhstt m 
consequence of indispositiDh either of Doilg* 
las or Fidelia. They had no doubt but 
that Lewis had accoinipamed the family, 
and. equally, regretted itbe -circumstahce, 
tfbaugh froRi'feeKt^ very difierent. Lady 
•Somerset '^tertain^d much esteem for iiis 
chafticterv i^nd'^gratitCKle for' his attentions 
jbQ'her helov^oiidce, and an eamast desire 
jlOiiutrptd^ce hioi to her bob aS'a respeotaye 
ybuiftg man, whsose natural talents ande»* 
cellent heart deserved to be pboed in a Kne 
fiuperipr tp his humble birth; and made her 
^el diw^pointmenttth^t he/should haveii^ 
England previous^tb Cheir arrival wh^i they 
were daily expected. But if Lady Somer- 
set had her regrets, how much more poig- 
«ant were those, endwred by her beautiful 
niece* To be $ure she allowed Lewis to 
have only a ^rnatl share ^irx them, she wonld 
no doubt have felt pleasure to have «seen him 
tadthfjali his improvements^ such es he^aunt 
iiad described him to be^^^^but it was 

.. I friendship — 



friendship-— it was the dear fldelia^ ahne^ 
&at caused her to shed tears^ and swelled 
her hosom wth sorrcw^ and vexation ; cer- 
t^oly it.could proceed only frpm the disap- 
ppintiti^nt to friendship. Fidelia, indeed, 
..might find consolation in the society of a 
£siU)er, and with such a worthy companion 
as Lewis. Well, and why should not she 
seek to derive equal benefit from the no 
less parental regards of her aunt, and the 
affectionate attentions of Lord Somerset ? 
It would be ungrateful to such kind friends 
to indulge fruitless regrets.-— No, she hoped 
Fidelia would recover health, and ' Lewis 
enjoy pleasure by this journey, and sh€ 
tvould ' not selfishly repine at h^ own loss^ 
mice those she loved and esteemed, were 
Jikely to be well and happy. 

A deep sigh to gratitude was just blown 
off, when ^e was requested >to join Lady 
Soi^erset in her dressing room, to be in* 
tmduced to two ladies of her acquaintance. 

E 3 H'ermine 



I 



■• - «• 



7* THB PEASANT OF 

Hermine instantly obeyed, — and was pre- 
sented to Lady Meynel, and Miss Snarler — 
the formisr, an amiable married lady, about 
five-and-thirty ; the other, ah old unmar- 
ried Miss of three-and-fifty, an aunt tocher 
Ladyship, and a woman of very large for- 
tune.^ There was also, as their attendant^ 
Sir Godfrey Kennedy. . 

V 

Lady Me)nfiel had been married early in 
life to a gay, dissipated young man, whose 
fortune beihg appropriated to usurers, and 
the money lending tribe, long before the 
ileath of his father, though chiefly after he 
became of agcj, when He came to take pos- 
session of his title and estate, he found but 
little to support the first, and the latter so 
encumbered with annuities, - reversionary 
engagements, bonds, &c. that it be- 
came an indispensible business to look out 
for a wife Whose fortune should redeem his 
estates, and enable him to^ support his title 
^nd consequence. He neither stipulated 

for 
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for birth or beauty, money was the sole 
obgect of his desires; and when, through 
the management , of a convenient friend, 
he was introduced to Mr. Snarler, and saw 
his daughter, though a little surprised at 
her form and elegant manners, he was so 
absorbed in enumerating the thousands she 
was said '^to be heiress to, that he had no^ 
time or inclination to investigate the per- 
fiodal charms of his intended bride. 

Mri» Snarler *s^ father had been a com- 
factor, and in that business had acquired a 
very large fortune, little short of a hundred 
thousand pounds. Twenty thousand he 
bequeathed to his daughter Susanna, the 
residue, solely to his son Richard. This 
son immediately embarked great part of his 
property in a banking-house, and^ rapidly 
encreased in riches. His sister also was 
directed in ways and means to improve her 
fortune; and at the period when Eliza 
Snarler became the wife of liOrd Meynel, 
^ E 4 her 



her father gave seventy tlMAisand pomicb 
down, with an assurance of fire thocisand 
more on the birth of every child ^e might 
bave^. and a good round sum besides at his 
death*. 

Miss Snarler also laid out three diowaoid 
pounds in jewels. fc«r her Lady niec^.-^ 
paving more than doubled the sum kft by 
her father^ strange to tell^ she remained 
unmarried, a circumstance that by. no 
means ccmtributed to her good humeur^ 
candour, of patience, neitlier of which had 
she ever possessed any tolerable share c^; 
eon^uently at this period she was sati- 
riciil, envious of youth and beauty, a de^ 
tractor of merit, and a promulgator of 
seandaious tales against young pec^le of 

fiiihet sex. . 

« 

After the dfealfc of her brother, she waa 
invited by hofd Meynel to reside in his fe- 
niily, impelied to this &^atmt civiHty by 

a 
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a draye motwe.-^li^ was. cdnsdous ihsi 
he bdiaved vserjr unworthily to hi& wife, 
thai sSm \»ia- a' woman; of" meeit^ who de- 
served hetta* tj-eaiment, that she viaa 
thought bea;^ti&d by most peo|)le, ^ and' 
might be mi object of libertkie pursaite« 
Nowy t^Hgh<lj0i^ Meynel did not' care- 
sixpence for 4ils wif«> and had very litde* 
tentieme^ in hi^ cofnpositibn>: he: had. 
an abunfiaiiee of pride; and havings as hs 
thought^ condescended to^lifk the-descendK 
ant' of a tfti^er iiMo the nobte f^knily of thei 
Meyia^4 bfe- totally forgot that it wast- W) 
fortuity' Which itipported the dtgnityiDf his; 
botise-^^a!^ feeding that he had dagnided: 
hftteeelf by the alliance, he was^ ^aUy^ 
anlKfOtts to preserve his name from any for^^; 
theif cbntaminaiti^n^ >: 

He knew the disposition <of 'Miss Snat^tW^i 

the only person she had a shadow of regard 

fei^, Was Ji»^nJ00e;^bia* she was an myididus 

obt^emi? ^\m^xd h^r QonAa^ty and'Sb pron&f 

'^'i' E5 to 
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to think ill of every one else, so watghful 
and jealous of every attention paid to the 
charms of others, from the long neglect 
she had herself endured, that .he could de- 
pend on her vigilance to preserve his ho- 
nour; and superadded to that important 
consideration,^ wa$ another of little less it^r- 
nitude, he could watch over Misft Snarler's 
fortune, and by having h«*r under, bis ' 
. roof, effectually guard against tbie approach 
of needy, mercenary adventurers. Miss 
^ Snarler, not penetrating into c^us^,.,, was, 
^ cQiitmted to enjoy the effect^; bo* pri4e 
^id aelf-^cbnsequdnce was flattered by..b€«r 
ifesidence with Lord and Lady Meyn/el— r 
their reflected dignity eJcalted her as a near 
relative; and her natural importance being 
highly encreased, the irritability of her 
disposition had fresh fuel to exercise its 
malignity on '^others. ; .. 






. Lady Meynd, whose sweetness pf , tero^ 
per, apd.iincomptoining patii^^aei jeod^i^d 

her 
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her to all who ha[d the pleasure of her ao' 
quaiiitance^ having tieen accustomed to 
respect her aunt, who had the care^of her- 
from an infant^ very readily joined in hei: 
Lord^s hivitatipn ; and making dindid al- 
lowance for the fretfulness of • age, disap- 
pointed hopes, and the consequence single 
. ladies are apt to assume, from an^ifdea that 
the world treats therti with less respect than 
they deserve, bore all the defects in her 
teniper with . perfect good humour, and 
made her her constant companion » ' 

X ' 

t 

Sir Godfrey Kennedy, distantly related 
to Lord Meynel', was one of those old boys 
(if the term may be allowed) who have 
been great, rakes in . their youth, and in a 
life of frivolity, waste their health, their 
reputation, and fortune, without growing 
wiser by experience, or obliterating the 
follies of youth by a mdte dignified con- 
duct in their old age. Sir Godfrey wds 
3till a beau, still an attendant on youth tk\($ 

"beauty — 



M Tfsm v^Amtwr ow 



heatxty*^$aki still retaohed all his fHvblans 
habits of hyperboUeal compAtmeDts^ jsH \m 
att6mpt2^ \at^ tendeat ^sicesy and etaaak 
hp9kta ot £aniour8 from the fair. He was a 
gi^tf admirer oC Lady Meyne); and ake 
luuioIgM all his icAliies and capricei^ Jais va^ 
mXyr^i 9elf-importance^ merdy to divert 
b^rself^ M she Alight be amused by the 
tri^ oif a mcmkey* 



t 



>vr . ' • .! 



^ Such were the trio to whom Henosme 
was introduced hy- her aunt;" The Iftde 
English she had gleaned from Fidelia, had 
been something imptoved hy het aunt aiid 
Lord Son^rset, who dehgbied ib bb ooan 
S)derigd as her tifttor ; but; she was^toodif-; 
iVl^it ti> venture w address in that lan^' 
g<t^^^> ^d therefore apologbsed . f or r^*^ 
turning thei^ compliments in French. — ^ 
Both Lady Meynel apd Sir Godfrey spake 
the langtiage very w^U; but it; had not 
be^n a part ©f Miss Snarier's educadonr^*-' 
to read thcbible^ spdl in thef}rimer, and 

work 
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irark on a sampler^ were all her good pa* 
mts thought neoessary for a yousi^ girl to- 
lesffn^ -^*^ and she was very sure the young 
people so prcfierly taught^ made better 
wives^ mothers^ and unstresses^ Aian those 
of the present ^y, whose follies^ and faili^' 
iofis, mede them unfit for any thing hutiCI^ 
warte time and mon^^** V 



Lady Meynel and her oldbeKi 
paid tfaie most livety 'attention to the bean^' 
tiftil foreigner. Miss Snarler * viewed hfer 
with scowling envy^ and a rancorous hearty 
^' She hated' foreigners^ she despised vaia 
faandscmie :girls^ !^$i6ses were her aversioii ;.'^ 
-»-aor could the title of Lady^ . by ^^hicK 
lady Som^cset introduced Hermine^ re^ 
concile.her to her yotuhsLXid bemcij/f-^thcae 
were faulte she. could never Ibrgive* ^ 

Wlien tiermine wiad mlbrnQed t^ Miss 
Snarler w£» unacquainted with any lan^ 
guage but; ber owvi^ iiatiKal:f>olkenei^ in^ 

duced 
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duced her to conquer the reluctance she 
felt to expose her little proficiency iti the 
English ton^e^ and to address that lady 
with a diffidence and sweetness of mariner, 
that would have disarmed the severest critic 
of his malic^9 and rendered her faulty . ac- 
cent erichanting from such a beautiful 
mouthl But the charm that would have 
^^ soothed a savage beast, or softened 
rocks," lost all its power ori the more flinty 
bosom of Miss Snarler, who was envy perso- 
nified^ A haughty toss of her head, an un- 
gracious bend of her body, were the only re- ^ 
turns she made to the considerate attention 
of the young stranger* — But her eyes run 
her over with a malignancy so visible, that . 
Hermine shrunk confused from the scru- 
tiny, whilst Lady Meynel, extremely hurt, 
redoubled her pdite regards. 

Sir Godfrey, stitt an enthusiastic admirer 
of beauty, loaded her with the most ex- 
travagant compliments^ and protlest6d> that 

since 
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since he . had Ijtet . viewed the Hampton-. 
Court beauties^ he had 'never beheld such 
exquisite perfection. " Really, Sir God- 
frey/* cxied Miss, Snarler, "such gross 
flattery is highly disgusting, and miserably 
proves your want of taste.'* " My dear 
aunt,'* interrufjted Lady Meynel, '^ pray 
indulge Sir Godfrey, he delights in saying 
handsome things; and were he to pass 
over such a fair opportunity as this to shew 
his gallantry, his judgment would be called 
in question I am very sure. — ^But not to 
oppress Lady Hermine, we will change, the 
subject.'* 

** By all means,** said Mi^s Snarler;-^ 
" and, apropos. Lady Somerset, have you 
h^rd of iny Lord E*s. pittty romantic ^ 
flighte?*'t— " I know very little of my Lord 
E." r^j^itedifeer Ladyship. /"Indeed! — . 
why you ,*4re .vr^l^ted, are you not?*'rT^ 
" Yes, but that does not entitle me fo 
' scrutinize his conduct ; but I have! in ge-: 
. ... , neral 



neraf heard him very well spoken 0f/*~ 
^^ O, na one questioas his being well- 
lookiHg^ sensible, afid accompfished ; btit 
like his brother rakesy he nifiet attach hii|i<- 
s^)f #5 a foreign b^autif, who has jiks(Bd;bim, 
aitd/as.a gentleman would say, plajed the 
d^^rili with his-. i^tiHie sa<i eh^actetc/* ' ' 



1 . 



^^;Fye^ fye^ niy deett- awi|?/ • *<^ri«^ I^dy 
Meyae^ taiigbii%, '''b^^w caA you utta« 
such li naughty word, and ^^t the midb 
creatures too ? " - ^* Why, kecaus© is»^er 
word equally btron^^ did hot^dct^ t^ me^^^^i 
but, however, the story goes thus,-~y(Mi 
may recollect,— O, but no, you were not 
Gomd t<> ^gtaod,.'^herefot^ I itiiist t#yOu 
att' Austrian Count '* \V^ hei^ey; &" livery "few 
months sinee. With a befaLtrtiiiT/ti^fenlaai'u^O' 
pas&ed for his^ ?wife soitie tifiie, but tuhi^d* 
out to be in Italipn ^ cte^tfte«ifti ;i)liifei after 4- 
few weeks thce ©Ourit^'todk '^the-'^m^Ui^ 
Madame R— ^ from th4> opera, ^'rfld they' 
left Bbghuid together/' i - '• 

= I "How 



" How does this concern Lord E. ?*' asled 
Lady Somejpset, r^ber impatiently. " O, 
you ^all hear in a moment: — This quon- 
dam Countew being deserted^ in the fadii- 
onable langiiage of the day, acceptcd^ the 
protection pf Lord E. who took an elegant 
house, and made a handsome establishment 
for her, and they blamed in gf^at style all 
about town^ My Lord, it seems, wextt, a 
short time back, to Newmafket, where he 
was finely taken in^ arid lost man)^ thou^ 
8and9; — meanwhile^ his» beautifbl Italian 
formed a connexion with a young French- 
man who came to England with a son <)f 
the late Mrs. Douglas — ." Hermine 
started,— Lady Somerset, who had appeared 
to listen^ but wa^ reatly in^ti$ntive/ jtist 
(^ught ^e last sentence, ^^ I beg youi> 
pardon. Miss Snarler, I did not coiTectly 
hear your last words,'* The lady repeated 
them, and without observing the emotions 
her talc produced, volubly procee^^d,—. 
*^ With thia young fb^gner the lady lived 

a 
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a short distance in the country, my Lord 
came home unexpectedly, discovered their 
retreat, — fought with and dangerously 
wounded the young Frenchman.** — 
^^ Wounded him!" exclaimed Hermine, 
in a tremor too visible not -to excite the 
attention and remarks 9f the relator.— 
^*Yes, wifunded hixn^ Miss,-^but pray is 
he a relation of your*8, that you appear to 
be in such a terrible fright?'* "No, 
Madam/* returned Lady Somerset, " but 
my niece had a friend abroad who recom^ 
mended a French gentleman as a compa- 
nion to young Mr, Douglas, and she feeb 
rather interested, Ie|t it should be him :— 
But you may be assured, my dear,** added 
she, turning to Hermine, " that Mr. Ber* 
thier has certainly accompanied bis young 
. friend and the family abroad. — It cannot 
bQ, I think it cannot be the same person.** 

^^His young friend,** rejoined Miss 
Snarier, "you do not mean the late son of 

Mr. 
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Mr, Dot^las ?^' " Late son 1" cried Her- 
mine^ *^ why, Madam, is young Frederic 
Douglas dead?'* "Yes, Miss^ — and Mr. 
Douglas and his late acknowledged daugh- 
ter, (there's another fine mysterious affair 
come to %ht, — ^what a world this is!) but 
as I was saying, Mr. Douglas and this new 
found dayghter are gone with Lord Doug- 
las to the south of France." " And Lewia 
not with them?'* exclaimed Hermine, 
whose concern for young Frederic was all 
swallowed up in her anxiety "for Lewis. " I 
really know not \yhat attendants they have 
with them," answered Miss Snarler^ scru- 
tinizing the varying complexion of poor 
Hermine, "but the Frenchman. I am 
^)eaking of, the gallant of the Italian lady 
and the object of Lord E's resentment, did 
come to England with ybuAg Douglas ; — it 
may be,*' udded abe, with a malicious 
smile, " that he preferred the service of the 
ladies. — ^Well, but I have not told half my 
story yet." "Pray then. Madam, proceed**' 

said 



^ 
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said Lacty Somerset, now f^ihg SDine m-^ 
t^est in the conclusionv 

Miss Snarfer^ obeyed,—'^ The French^ 
fhan was dangerously wounded,— !-the ladjt 
fell iilto fits^-^my Lord went. home in a 
passion, and sent her. a dismissioD^-^bufe 
she bab plundered him finely o£ boiuii^.aBd 
annuities, run hiin in del^ wkk hia trades-^ 
people, — ^and in shorty between, the races 
and his lady„ he is. quite done up,--i-a 
bst man, and fied into the countiry. I%te 
is in tow% but wheth^ the wounded 
French felbw i& w&U her,^ os at her house 
in the country, I can't leam^nor.is it wortb 
knowng,^!— •tis sufficient that she has ra- 
ined his Lordship ;«ii-<^nd for my part, I 
wi^h lilt young men^ oi fashion, who pck up 
these fbreign (features, and sufifei* Mch 
wretches, to assume- the dress audi con^ 
se(|uence of perscms of rank, were every 
9ne of diem to-sufiei? thfe !lli ei^cte. of 
&wfoHy,Iik«X«4B." M- \ 

«^Upon 
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Upon hiciQOur^ Madam/* said Sir. God- 
frey, ^^ youhpve toW a most dplorous rtory, 
and conclude mther a Htde too ^everdy^--^ 
lor {here really is a £a.sciiiai)on iu jnost fo«- 
reign ladies, that few gentlemen of anydis* 
crimmation can possibly resist ; and without 
any dispar&getnent to rtbe' ctiarnis jcif my 
fair countrywomen, X Bftufiti be iallow^d to 
observe that they do not sacrifice to the 
graces, like the French and Italian ladies." 
^^ I am quite dfeioekedlo hear you, ".cried 
Miss Snarler, ^^ at your age, howigot to 
your sobx^ semes, can you, Sir ^Godfrey^ 
prefer the licentious foreigners td the En^ 
gltsh ladies?" "vMndam," returned hej 
drawing oiptwitli; a: stately air, *^it every 
1^ a man preserves bk$ respect and admi<i> 
ration 'forlhe lad)es;'^and when. I do justice 
to the captivating powers of: the French and 
Itaiiaas, rl ;heg '^6 be understood,, that I 
nudf e no cinvidious ootnpariscms*— t-No mn 
' more warmly admires the beauty and .mo#. 
"desty of ouf charming country womeoj than 

I 



94 THE PEASANT OP 

I do/' ^* Modesty P'. exclaimed Miss 
Snarler, " perhaps tlieire might be a sem^ 
blance of it in the age you lived in; but I 
protest the effrontery and indelicacy of the 
present race of females is truly shocking. 
— rdo not. wonder men arc afraid to many, 
for the licentious mann^^ of the ! wiomen 
are repulsive and disgusting." 



<c 



I 



My dear aunt," cried Lady Meynel, 
laughing, " your warmth has riiisled you. 
*— I thought you were standing forth a 
champion for the English ladies.^ '^ Not 
I, indeed : — I heartily^ despise two thirds of 
them, but I absolutely /uite the foreigners." 
^^ But dear Miss Snarler,''. said. Lady So- 
merset, smiling^, ^^ is. net ^Aa^ carrying pre- 
judice too far ? Are there not amiable per- 
sons in all countries ? The qualities of the 
mind, any more than the beauty of the 
person, is surely not confined to any par- 
ticular nation.'* . ^ 



^'l 
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*^ I beg your pardon^ my Larfy, I had 
forgot you were a foreigner ; were all ladies 
imported here y possessed of your virtues^ I 
should soon grow in charky with them. — 
But in tfuth your Ladyship has so few . 
compeers, that I may well be excusejd for 
forgetting the eatception to an almost ge- 
neral opinion in our sex, I believe.'* ^^ I 
cannot be gratified by a compliment so un- 
merited/* returned Lady Somerset, *^ and 
you will pardon me if I take the liberty' to 
observe that illiberal prejudices, and unqua- 
lified ceuLSure on any particular nation, solely 
because they are foreigners, is so unlike 
the generous candour of the English, that 
I trust such narrow ideas are confined to a 
very snnall circle ;i — and that those who 
disseminate such opinions, and sport their 
wit at the expence of their good-nature> 
feel very little gratification, and much less 
approbation from generous and liberal 
minds/* , 

^^Your 
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^^Yowr La^yslup is warnni,'' said Miss 
£narier^ ^^ I protest I h^d ^t the ^malli^ 
intention to oi^^, much l^s^ to include 
^ow in the obsetvations I H>ade/' ^* Your 
warmthy MaAcum^^ rejcnned her Ijadysbip^ 
*^ .might possibly ca^^ry you beyond your 
intention; ^fid I assure you that I should 
.have passed it over with the utmost indif- 
ference^ but this young lady is a stranger 
!to the Bnglieh character* She understaock 
the langiia^ sufficiently^ to be sensible c^ 
the utipolite ta^d illiberal sentiments she has 
witnessed ; — and were she to suppose that 
^(m had mcmy campeers^ what an unfavour- . 
obte opinion must she form of the candour 
^nd generosity of a nation she has been 
taught to revere. '" 

•» - - 

I 

^* WieU, my Lady, well,, I stand cor- 
rected, I beg your aud the Lady'spardon;— r 
if she deserves, I am sure she will meet 
with the respect her rank may entitle her 
to from the Engljgh, who are all but too' 

■''•''^' fond 
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g^ o f . 1.^ t)ut I hav« done;, let 
eveiy one take the cc»isequenbe of 
their own folly,— *Lord £•< smarts pretty 
well for hiSk As to the woman and her 
gadlanty they'll cut a great dash abroad^ 
mth their Engli^ guineas^ I suppose.** 
" A truce with, this subject, my dearest 
aunt/' said Lady Meynd^ who had 
evidently been much hurt% '^ I hope 
iiHdy Somerset will allow me to culti- 
vate an acquaintance with the amiable 
JLady Hermine, and that when I hav6 
an opportunity of paying my respects 
to her again, we diall find some more 
agreeable topics for our conversation." 
Lady Somerset and her niece made 
very suitable returns to this complfment, 
when Sir Godfrey with a profound bow, 
said, ^^, I shall carry with me a deep 
impression of this young lady's charms, 
and have only to request that when on 
her entree into public, she obtains uni- 
versal admiration, she will have tliQ 
YOL. iv. F goodlier ' 
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goodness to remember that I had the ho* 
nour to be her Jirst captive^ A smile 
,and a graceful bow from Hermine was the 
only return she made to this polite beau of 
the pld school, whilst Miss Snarler, with a 
disdainful toss of her head^ muttered, '^ For- 
mal, vain creature!" and attempted in her 
turn to say something polite, but the cold, 
dignified air of Hermine awed her into si- 
lence; and from Lady Somerset she met 
a most" repulsive bend of the neck, that 
made her flounce out of the room, 
scarcely ,able to repress her passion, that 
was nearly on the point of out-stepping 
the bounds of prudence and good manner^, 



CHAP. 
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HEN Lady Somerset and Herminc 
were left to a tete a tete, each waited a mo- 
ment in expectation of the other's speaking ; 
— ^Hermine was visibly confused and un- 
easy, ^^ What a narrow-minded, illiberal 
woman is that Miss Snarler," observed 
Lady Somerset, ^^ never was a name mojre 
appropriate to disposition than that of her's. 
Only her connexion with Lady Meynel, who 
is really amiable, can make her be tole- 
rated by any family." 

* • 
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'^ She appears to be a very unpleasant 
woman/' said Hermine, ^^ and totally un- 
^ acquainted with good breeding, or sh6 
would have had some consideration for the 
company." ^^ The invidious story she 
gave us, though I doubt not by -her very 
greatly exaggerated, has given me some 
concern,'* said fier Ladyship, ^^ I feel anx- 
ious to have it investigated. Lord E. is in 
many respects an amiable character, I hav-fe 
heard some of his friends lan^nt his pas- 
«ion for horse- racing; but a young man, 
not thirty, is carried awiay by the stream of 
fashion, and acquires habits more from ex- 
ample and carelessness at first, than from a 
propensity of his own, till at length those 
habits get rooted, because he has too much 
indolence to struggle against the tide of 
dissipation, or to resist the pei-suasions of 
his companions." 

^^ Indeed," returned Hermine, with some 
hepitation^ ^^ the account she gave of the 

Italian 



Italiaii L^y and her French gallant;^ apr* 
pears very strange. I thinly — I hope — it 
cannot be Lewis Berthier who coines ui\- 
der that ch^iFacter.r-rPpQr Frederic Doug- 
las!'' a^e4 §he, tears t)iirsting from her 
?y^> ^^ though I knew little of himj y?t 
when I Qonsider his youth^ his lively spi^ 
rits, ftnd the nutur^J expectations of his fa- 
,lg(^.^y> J Q^nnpt but lament hi^ premature 
def^th) wd fe^l fpr the sprrow that TPPS^ 
overwhelm his relations. And could Lewi^ 
^v^ th^in in such nielanoholy pirciunT 
ftiineefi ^ Jinpospible ! and if thqr did pot 
wish to retain \\va\y what must we think of 
^is conduct ? Ah^, poor Agnes 1 cap it be 
possible that your duteous, grateful son, can 
be already corrupted by the world!" 

A fresh gush of tears stopped her from 
proceeding. Lady Sonierset looked sur- 
prisedj---^^^ This dear gir^" thoyght she, 
*' has too much sensibility j-^-r-a sense of 
kindn£^ aud gratitude to pppr Agnes and 

F 3 her 
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her son^ softens her heart, and will be in- 
jurious to her peace if she indulges it.'* 
After a moment's pause she said, " Com- 
pose yourself, my love, we naturally regret 
if persons whom we have ^ways been ac- 
customed to esteem and love, should fall 
into error, and prove unwoilhy of our re- 
gard and affection ; — but I will hope much 
better from young Berthier. If he has 
deceived us, I shall never trust my judg- 
ment again, for there was an open manli- 
ness in his manner, and an ingenuous 
mind so depicted in his countenance, 
that should it be proved in him a false letter 
of recommendation, I must for ever give up 
my skill in physiognomy." 

^^ Ah, Madam!" returned Hermine, 
^^ poor Douglas was not a proper com- 
panion for a youth so unacquainted with 
men and manners. — Possibly, though I 
hope not, yet it is not improbable, that 
Lewis may have been corrupted by est- 

ample^ 
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apiple, and' plunged rapidly into error, 

without friendship and advice to rescue 

« 

him from the danger.". 

^^ We will preserve our /charity in 
spite of Miss Snarler," returned Lady So- 
merset, *' and hope still that the young 
man will appear to deserve our counte- 
nance. I shall request Lord Somerset 
to investigate the whole of the business 
thoroughly." With this promise Her- 
mine appeared to be consoled and satis- 
fied, and rallying her spirits, spake very 
highly of Lady Meynel, and seemed to, be 
amused by the character of Sir Grodfrey. 



iC 



He is a beau of the last age," 
said Lady Somerset, " and his pi'ofound 
respect and admiration which he carries 
sometimes to excess towards all hand- 
some women, makes him the jest of 
the young folks of the present day, who 
have fallen into the contrary extreme. 

F4 You 
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You must not be surprised, though you 
may. feel your delicacy wounded, if you 
are treated with a careless freedom — an 
unhandsome stare, and hear the opinions 
of those who view you loudly expressed 
without regard to decorum or female 
modesty, — ^vvhen you shall make your ap- 
pearaiice in public/' 

''Oh, Madam!" cried Hermine, "if 
such are the . manners of the present 
day, they are a satire upon good sense, 
as well as good breeding. I shall have 
very little inclination to make a public 
appearance; but how comes it that my 
cousin, Lord Somerset, is so unlike the 
portrait you have drawn? He is polite 
and amiable, and his agremens appear un« 
studied, and the result of feeling,*' 

Lady Somerset, ddighted by thdse en- 
comiums bestowed on her son, thought 
this a favourable moment to givQ some few 

hints 
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hints, of the wish nieareat to her hearjt,: — 
^^ I am happy, my dear, that he is so forr 
tunate as to merit your goojd opinion.-r^ 
You will forgive the Vjanity of a fond paor 
ther, wheii J assure yoi^ that my so^ has 
not many equals eitlier In his heart, un- 
derstanding, or person. He is not a 
Wiique, that's certain, bvit in the words of 
Miss Snarler, he has not many compeers. 
I am proud^ I confess, of his virtues, he 
has been from his juvenile days the most 
affectionate of sons, and the kindest of 
hcothers; he is the most considerate of mas- 
ters— and a man who performs all the re- 
lative duties, gives almost a moral assurance ' 
o( his being a good man. Perfection is 
not to be met with, or expected, he has no 
doubt his foibles i he may sometimes fdl 
into error, but a good heart can neither 
intentionally do wrong, nor persist in error, 
should h^ unadvisedly be dr^wn into it. 
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'^ The gentleman who accompanied^him 
in his travels, speaks of his conduct and 
character in the most flattering terms ; and 
the happiness of this deserving son engages 
all my thoughts and most anxious wishes. 
Much of the complexion of his future life 
must depend on his choice of a wife; 
much have I dreaded the fascination of 
beauty, and the artful blandishments of 
some avaricious, interestied female-r-hap- 
pily he has escaped from many snares 
spread for him abroad, and has not per- 
mitted fancy to supersede judgment. He 
returnea to me heart-wholey perfectly dis- 
engaged in his affections.— 7/fe is no longer 
.so,'* added she, smiling; ^^ it was his fate 
to be captivated by a superior blaze of 
beauty, of which he had no idea, nor till 
he saw me, could pourtray to his mind's 
eye, though he had often drawn a fancied 
portrait of perfection. Complexion and 
features he had seen with admiration, in 
many countries, without being enslaved; 

but 



/ 
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but it was the mind that illummed the ' 
countenance, - and , gave it a radiance he 
had never till then beheld, and was not pre- 
pared to resist, which in a few hours ob- 
tained an entire controul over his heart, and ' 
most probably determined hisfate^ and con- 
firms or destroys all my hope of happiness.'* 

Here she paused — ^maternal feelings vi- - 
sibly agitated her ; for as she had pro- - 
ceeded, she had keenly watcbed the effect 
of her speech upon the features of Her^ 
mine. . When she came to his return, 
^^ perfectly disengaged in his affections,'* 
with the following words, "he is no longer 
so," she was equally surprised and hurt to 
,observe the ingenuous countenance of 
Hermine instantly overspread \vith blushes, . 
and an air of sadness pervade her whole 
face, totally unlike tlie blush of ddicacy, . 
or conscious pleasure. The words and ap^ 
propriate Joofc were too pointed -to pass 
unobserved; and novice as Hermine was 

iiv« 



iw such scened^ the looks of Lord Somerset, 
now explained by this hint of his mother's, 
idmort instantly struck her with a con- 
viction, that she was the object so highly 
complimehted with making an impression 
on the xKsengaged heart of her couan-^- 
the knowledge afforded her.no pleasure, 
and her looks were the transcript of her 
Jiftind. 

Lady SoSlterset was too we31 acquainted 
with human nature, and the recesses of a 
female heart, to mistake the nature tyf 
those blushes, and the down cast eye of 
Hermine— there was no latertt exultation, 
no secret conscious delight to animate the 
features throu^ the glow of modesty.-^ 
She saw, and was shocked by the tJtflfefafA 
expression tlwrt conveyed no favouralble re- 
ception of her wishes ; and the conclusion 
cf her address was in a tone of dejection 
that pained Hermine to the feenrt. ISte 
started from her seat, -^^ *^ JWy -dearest 

aunt,** 
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aunt/' said die^ clasping one of |iev hands 
between both of her-s, *^ my cousin is the 
m&st amiable man I hav«^ ever yet seen ;. 
whoever he honours with his regards can-- 
not be insensible to hb merit — may every 
event fiequisite to <ensure your happiness^, 
and his, be fulfilled to the utmost extent of 
your wishes.— i must ever be deeply in-' 
terested in both, for you are the only per* 
sons dear to my heart, equally by duty and, 
inclination.'* " T thank you, my dear 
meccy'* returned her Ladyship, laying an. 
cmphaas on the word niece, and sorry to 
hear her so composedly ^bquent, ^^ I thank 
you 'for yoar obliging wishes; Jbut our best 
hopes often prove fruitless, our projected 
plans for ttappkiess fail of success, and all, 
1ik« mi airy vision^ &de into notUng.'* 

Before Hermine couM recover from her 
confosiem and' viable concern. Lord &>^ 
merset errtcred the +oom. He had scarcely 
nfade his bow, and began to advance, be- 

. fore 
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fore he stopped short, — *^^ Am I an in- 
truder?" asked he, " there is an air of 
serious business in your faces, ladies, which 
|X)ssibly I have interrupted," " No," 
answered Lady Somerset, " it is more pos- 
sible that a third person is an agreeable re- 
lief." — ^Then, without giving time for any . 
further remarks, she strove to recover her 
composure ; and proceeded to tell him of 
the visitors who had so recently taken leave* 

" Oh!" cried he, laughing, *M no 
longer feel surprise at the unusual gloom I 
saw on your countenance. That envious, 
malignant . old — damsel I will call her, to 
soften the asperky of old^ that Miss; Snarler 
I ;weH remember^ though I have not seen 
her for near, three years — she was always 
my aversion^ I called her the scandalous 
chronicle, and envy personified,: for, upon . 
my honour, , I never h^rd her speak well 
of any person^ male or female; .and her 
delight was to poison the innocent mirth . 

of 



ARDENNE FOREST, x 1 J 1 

of a party by an invidious tale of scandal^ 
or an unfortunate event in which some 
person in company, or their relatives, were 
implicated." '^ You have exactfy deli- 
neated tlie character of the lady, indeed,** 
said Lady Somerset, *^ for we have just 
hat! cases in point; — ^but I wish for your as- 
sistance to develope the truth of her infor- 
mation in the tales related to us, because 
both my niece and myself feel ourselves 
greatly Interested, as they concern her 
friend Berthier, and your relation Lord E.** 
She then repeated the story told by Miss 
Snarler. "I have a double motive to ani- 
mate my zeal in your service, ladies, — to 
oblige my mother and my charming cousin, 
also to detect the malice of this ^^ Lady 
Blue-mantle^" who is a pest to society." 

At that moment Lady Somerset was in- 
formed a tradesman was in waiting by her 
desire; and as she was not of that order of 
bangs who take consequence to themselves 

by 
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by exacting homage, trying the patience, 
or inconsiderately robbing an industrious 
person of his time, which often happens 
to be a serious evil, she instandy left the 
room. Lord Somerset viewed the bhishing 
idjce and downcast eye of Hermine with 
silent surprise j-^-the flatterer hope in that 
nuxneut communicated transport to his 
beait. — He had never before beheld her 
so agitated,', and in the transient dplirium 
af passion he caught her hand, and ten- 
.lierly pressing it, forgot all his intended 
precautions, for with a fervor he could not 
repress or disguise, in a few incoherent 
words, he discovered the secret of his soul ; 
and whilst be l«d bis wboJeheart and moat 
ardent vrishes op^ to her view, he pasr 
sionately besought her favour, j*nd .asaiu^ed 
her the/ future happiness of his life was 
entirely in her power, and d^iaidattt ^ 
the gift of her baud. ^ 



Xbe 
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The feelings of Her mine were unde- 
8cribable-~she shrank from the offer of 
bve, whilst she truly esteemed the lover. 
Language and sentiments so new to her 
overpow^ered her with ccHifusion, but it was 
more of pain than of pleasure that it con- 
veyed to her iieart ; yet so little was she 
prepared to hear , or to answer a declaration 
of love^ that ^e was entirely at a loss for 
wcMrds, nor could she give utta'ance to a 
single sentence. Lord Somerset was too 
delicate to oppress' her further at that mo- 
ment. — **. Propitious be your silence, my 
dear Hemnine," said he, kissing her hand« 
" Forgive the impetuosity of passion, and 
be assured that my respect is equal to my 
love, — Think favourably of both, I con*^ 
jure you ; let me carry with me the trans-. 
pcMrting hope that my beloved mother and 
her son, will owe the happiness of their 
future days to your generous condescension 
and favour." Then, again bowing on her 
hand, he considerately left the room, whilst 

Hermine,, 
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Hermine, still unable to utter a syllable^ 
only bowed to his last speech, unconscious 
that by hersilent bow she had strengthened 
liope, and given a tacit approbation to his 
claims for her favour. 

She remained fixed in her chair, over- 
come by emotions to which she was a 
stranger, and so little acquainted with the 
feelings of her heart; ^at Aie sejfmed in- 
volved in a labyrinth of thought, without 
the power to develope them, or any clue 
to lead her into the knowledge of her own 
sentiments. That she warmly esteemed 
Lord Somerset was most certain-— that she 
dearly loved and venerated her aunt was 
also unquestionable ; and that in any shape 
to be instrumental towards their felicity, 
seemed to be the first wish of her heart.-— 
But to marry Xord Somerset ! — Shef-trem- 
bled at the idea---it was a subject wholly 
new to her, she could not reconcile herself 
to think of it^ 

^ ^ Whilst 
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Whilst she was thus hurried and per- 
plexed. Lady Somerset hastily entered the 
room, and clasping her arms round her, 
cried out in a voice of transport, — " Have 
I been rightly - informed, do I indeed em- 
brace my future daughter, in the person of 
my beloved niece? — ^Oh, my dear Her- 
mine ! in that sweet hope I have riot a wish 
ungratified/* What could the poor irre- 
solute Hermine answer to this ?— She was 
overcome — ^this transport, and this kind- 
ness penetrated to her heart. — She re- 
turned her aunt*s caresses, and dropping 
her head upon her bosom, replied softly,— 
" My dear aunt, make me every thing you 
wish, my happiness can never be separated 
from your's/' 

The human mind is naturally prone to 
believe what it wishes, if there is a shadow 
of hope on which it can rest.~Lady' So- 
merset saw nothing in this reply but a ti- - 

mid and delicate confirmation of her son's 

report. 
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report, which had been so unexpected, tjhat 
her- joy was proportionate to the pain sh^ 
had so recently felt from doubt and appre-- 
hension. She said a thousand tender 
things to her amiable niece, congratulated 
herself and her son on the prospect of ^ 
union so ardently desired, and blessed Hea- 
ven for its goodness in thus restoring to 
her the daughter she had been deprived of^ 
so deservedly beloved and so bitterly re- 
gretted.—^" And, 'oh, my beloved Her-* 
mine," she continued, *^ how will the 
gentte spirit of your sainted mother rqoicQ 
in the happiness of her child, the sola ob-r 
ject of her cares, and committed by her 
djring breath to the protection of her only 
sister!'* 

Hermine, almost diK>wned in tears by 
this tender effusion, started at the name of 
her mother ; it instantly recurred to h^r 
that she had possibly the will of a father to 
wosultj^ in, the pagket committed to her 

care. 
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care* She was struck by the sudden re- 
coliection^ tljat she might already hav6 
trespassed on the duty she owed to his 
sacred requests, by quitting a retired life 
before die attained the age of one-andr 
twenty. Too ingenuous to disguise her 
feelings, feer exclamations on tlie conviction 
of her mind that she had done wrong, sur- 
prised and alarmed Lady Sonierset;^ — and 
when Hermine explained the nature of her 
terror^^her dread of having incurred the 
sin of disobedience, her tiaidyship found it 
ver)^ difficult to compose her spirits, or 
restore her to peace with herself. 

Lady Somerset deduced her consolations 
from the improbability that her father should 
ever intend to keep her .a recluse from so- 
ciety, could he have foreseen tlie short 
period of his life at the time he proposed 
her residence in the convent till she was 
one-and-twenty. That he had hoped and 
intended to reside in the Abbey of St. Hu- 
bert 
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bert was certain^ and to have her near him 
was a very natural desire ; — his motives for 
preferring this solitary forest, they were un- 
acquainted with, — '^ and, indeed/' added 
Lady Somerset, " it, has more than once 
occurred to me, a doubt, whether now, si- 
tuated as you are, you ought not to open 
that packet. Your destiny is in some 
measure decided on by our happy meeting ; 
— the will of your grand-father confided 
you to our care, if unhappily you were 
deprived of a mother, and were unmarried ; 
it was his desire that you should be educated 
in a convent, and in that particular your 
father complied with the tenor of the vvill. 

** At one-and-twenty you were by my 
dear father's will your own mistress, and 
\as there is every reason to believe that all 
your property in France, was dissipated, and 
,your late father could not know of the wise 
precaution that secured to you fifteen thou- j 
sand pounds in the English funds, now by 

accumulation 
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-accumulation I should suppose above one 
third more, — it s6ems to me most natural 

« 

to conclude, there was a period when he 
intended to resign you. to the care of your 
dear mother's relatives ; — ^why he chose to 
delay it, may possibly be accounted for in 
his papers.'* . 

^^. I am not casuist enough to determine 
on points of conscience, from my own 
judgment,'* returned Hennine, ^^ or to 
decide positively how far present circum- 
stances may justify me in the .non-ob- 
' scrvance of commands I have evier deemed 
sacred. I remember once whilst we were 
in that ruinous castle, he said, ^^ Oh, that 
I may live to place my .much wronged 

Hermine in the protection of ." ■ He 

stopped there as if by a sudden recollec- 
tion, then added, ^^ Perhaps I may recover 
from this fatigue, — I may yet enjoy the 
company of my child some time longer. — 
Oh, that we could but reach the convent ! 

save 
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«ave us Heaven from pm^ing here^ so 
tiear to the haven of my wishes/ yet so far 
from the chance of human aidP' 

** I offered to explore the forest^— -to 
"seek the convent, but' the danger terrified 
him. ^* We will wait one day longer 
whilst we have any nourishment left, I may 
be better to-morrow ;--*if not, alas, my 
child, what will become of you?*' This 
•was spoken the evening preceding the day 
that Providence directed Lewis Berthier to 
our aid, after a most tempestuous night, 
when we dreaded every instant to be buried 
in the ruins of the castle. Little alteration 
had taken place in my dear father's ap* 
pearance. I saw he was not better, though 
I did not believe him worse ;-*-fer, very far 
was I then from expecting the sudden 
change. — ^The rain and wind had pene- 
trated through, and shook the covering of 
the chq)el, he complained of cold— J went 
into the thick wood in search of some fuel, 

and 
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and Heaven was pieased to guide the eye& 
of Lewis^ and bring him to tis^ Alas^ t 
believe the sudden transport 6ve^wered 
the weak frame of my father, and occa- 
isioned his almost immediate dissolution!** 
Hermine icouid not pronounce the last 
words without tears^ which Lady Somerset 
sooghlt to dry up by her affectionate ca- 
resses. " Let us not cloud this day, which 
I consider as a happy one, with unavailing 
sorrow;— look forward, my, beloved girl, 
to days arid years of happiness. The mo- 
ther and the son will find their felicity in 
promoting that oi your*s^ to the last hour of 
their existence." Hermine kissed the hand 
of her aunt, but the action was accompa- 
nied by a deep and involuntary sigh, placed 
by her Ladyship to a very different cause 
irom thfe real one. She concluded it arose 
from Hermine*s doubt about the will of her 
father, and therefore hastened to assure her 
she would consult her worthy chaplain oA 
Jhe subject, and by his advice be deter^ 
VOL.; IV. G mined 
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mined whether the important packet should 
be opened now, or referred until the time 
mentioned by her father. With this de- 
sign her niece gladly acquiesced, and after 
a few more kind congratulations, thanks, 
and caresses^ from her aiffectionate aunt, 
Hermine withdrew to her own apartment ; 
there to reflect, that in the words of Lady 
Somerset, " Her destiny seemed to be de- 
cided, and that without one word from her 
mouth, consent to her cousin's addresses 
had been taken by implication, and she was 
considered by both as the future wife of 
Lord Somerset." What had she to oppose 
against this conclusion? Nothing, if the 
will of her father had not predetermined 
for her ; — and whilst a half smothered wish 
rose in her bosom that it might be so, she 
shuddered to think what line of dtity might 
be imposed upon her, and at the same time 
accused herself of ingratitude to her aunt 
and cousin, for feeling the smallest i-eluct- 
ance to comply with their desires. In this 

restless. 
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restless, self-reproving state, we must for 
the present leave Hennine, • and look back 
on Lewis, who, with Lord E. ,had by easy 
jourriies, arrived in a much improved 
state of health, at Elworth-Hall, for the 
first time his Lordship had visited this, his 
paternal estate, since the death of his fa- 
ther. A courier had preceded them, and 
given timely notice to prepare every thing 
desirable for their accommodation ; and as 
it had been a favourite seat of the late 
Lord's, it had been kept in such, excellent 
repair, that a seven years* neglect had not 
made much, depredaticm on either the 
buildings or furniture. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 
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OR the first week ^ter the atrival of 
ljo*-d E. at. Elworth-Hall, the' novelty 
Sf the scenes, Ihe beautiful fece' of the 
country, and their daily rid^.s round the 
boundaries of the estate, sufficiently di- 
verted his Lordship and his guest in the 
hours they passed together; but neither 
of them were free from inquietude when 
night and solitude gave them both up to 
reflfeefion. 

Lewis 
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Lewis recovering from a debility of 
body, regained also the energy of his 
mind; — ^and the sense of his situation, 
wholly dependent on the bounty of a 
nobleman, almost a stranger to him^ was 
painful in the extreme. If the generous 
condescension of Lord E. overlooked 
the immense distance birth and fortune 
had placed between themy yet he was 
ponscious ths^t he had no claims to jus- 
tify him in repeiving such favours, much 
less to indulge hin^self in luxury and 
idleness^ so inegpipatible with his humble 
^tatej^ Jipd futwe views. He blanxed hin^- 
self fop not speaking openly to his Lord- 
ship, and explaining to him what those 
views were; but the truth was, that he 
could not say e^xactly what line of life 
would suit him. 

The, good Father Francis had rather 
considted the warmth of his wishes to serve 
Li^wis;^ than the strength of his pupil's abi- 

. ~ G3 lities.— 
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litfes. — ^His proficiency in the German and 
Italian languages, tv-as not, he thought, suf^ 
ficient to authorize him in offering his ser- 
vices on that score. He vva^ well con- 
vinced^ from his observations on men and 
manners in Florence, in their journey to 
England, and from what little knowledge 
he had gleaned of both, since his arrival 
in London, that all he knew was super- 
ficial, and by no means entitled him to hope 
for a situation such as his good old friend 
had intended him to figure in. ^^ What 
then,*' cried Lewis, ^^ is to become of me? 
I feel that I cannot submit to live thus idly 
on bounty, and the generous kindness to 
which I have no claims; — ^it was not my 
intention so to live witTi my much lamented 
friend, Douglas, and shall I be the wretched 
drone to draw my existence from depend- 
ancc, when I have youth and health to 
labour? — O, no, — I must, I will leave 
Lord E." This determination brought on 
a train of other ideas that pressed severely 

^ on 
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xm his heart, and he passed a sleepless 
night in building castles, and revolving a 
number of projects for. his future pursuits, . 
without being able to fix on one that of- 
fered any prospect of success* 

The tnind of Lord E^ was not much 
more at ease than that of our hero. — When 
first he had attached himself to Eleanora, 

I 

he admired her beauty, and his vanity lyas 
gratified in being her avowed protector ;-— 
love had but a slight colouring in the pas-^ 
sion he professed for her, — ^but it wal^ the 
fate of that woman to fascinate and enslave 
her victims imperceptible to themselves.-— 
She was another Circe, no one could see 
hen with indifference, except sudi a cold 
and tasteless being as she pronounced 
Lewis tp be. — No one once entangled in 
her' snares could preserve his senses from 
. being enchanted by her exquisitely capti- 
vating powers. 

G4 Lord 
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Ix>rd £. was not sensible of the doBiiniciD 
die had acquired over his hearty till coa- 
vinoed of her infidelity and basene^.-'-^ 
Pride, resentment) and, he, believed, con- 
tempt and detestation enabled hiim to 
triumph over love, and break from her 
chains. When she told him he had never 
been the object of her regards, a proud 
sense of his own attractions^, and what he 
bad done for her> caused him to teseut her 
4i;el6sh baseness, «itd spurn at her ingm-* 
titude and abandoned princjpleji. The 
jjaotposiUon i^ had pr^tised cxsk his feelings 
with a view to get Lewis to hw house, <»" 
4^reased hi^ resentment^ aod abhoirencQ of 
her dupliQity.-^In that Haoment, to. fly 
from such a base woman was the impulse 
of his passion, and tloe quietude of the 
couatry the most desirable, as well as the 
moat ][m;k^t choice he could make« 

A few days was given to novdty and 
pians of improvement^-— two very valuable 

estates 
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estates had been ispid to dischai^ge bi$ 
gaming engagements, and oth^r improt, 
vident expences in the course of three 
' years continual round of dissipation.-^ 
Elworth-Hall was now the only unincum?* 
Ijered patrimony his follies had left him, 
this could not be alienated, md he resolved 
to cultivate the grounds an4 impioye the 
old mansion-house. The conversation of 
Lems, the genuine sentiments of an unsoi' 
phisticated heart was new, and for a, short 
time uncommonly pleasant, — but novelty 
wore off, those sentiments grevv trite, too 
moral and fatiguing to his spirits ; — ^he 
found ennui growing fast upon him, — ^he 
felt a vacuum that only could be filled up 
by the gay and riotous companions he had^ 
been accustomed to. 

The beautiful face^ the degant form of 
Eleanora perpetually haunted his imaginary - 
tion, — ^her vices ceased to create horror, 
ber errors were the constitutional faults of • 

G ,5^ her/ 
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her caiintry and education ; and her predi- 
lectioti for Lewis had commenced before 
she knew England or his Lordship. — 
Possibly his desertion of her. in going to 
Newmarket had wounded equally her pride 
and her love ; and^ as an Italian^ she sought 
revenge for those apparent slights. And 
then, were domestics to be credited?-— 
would noi those mercenary wretches say 
Ind do any thing to slander the reputation 
of their employers, if either interest or re- 
sentment impelled them to calumny ? — In 
short, whatever were her vices, his heart 
acknowledged her power, — ^his senses were 
enslaved by her beauty; — ^and now, that 
pa^ion wore off, she did not appear half so 
culpable. If there was much to blame, there 
was also much to admire ; in her company 
the^ hours had danced away with joy and 
rapture,^ — now they were tedious and wea- 
risome, nothing to engage his heart, nor 
any thing to charm his senses. He found 
the country detestable, and solitude, with 

one 
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one grave companion only, . totally . in- 
sapportable. 

Then cwriosity came in for its share— 
what was become of her? — how did she 
take their ' absence ?— -had she found a hew 
protector ? — That idea was intolerable, he 
could not bear -it. — He must either return 
to London^ or send some. confidential agent 
to glean intelligence of all those circum- 
stances that were still interesting to his 
peace. Such was the nature of the re- 
flections that pressed on the mind of Lord 
E. and before, eight days after this journey^ 
so fraught with peace and happiness in the 
imagination* of both> were terminated, both 
gave evident marks of restlessness, of con- 
strained manners, and enforced' cheerful- 
ness ; and partook, without enjoying, all 
those rural delights, which they saw 
charmed the surrounding neighbourhood^ 
but which administered no pleasure ^ to 
minds diseased. 

Lewis 
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very quickly discovered that lU>rd 
E. grew tired of the country ; and re- 
marked how frequently he taUced of Ele- 
anora^ seeimng rather to palliate her vices^ 
than to detest her crime&~oftener to dwell 
on her heauty and excesaive loveliness of 
person with rapture^ than to regard it as a 
gilded covering to a corrupt heart,— And 
he thought too, there were times when hia 
Lordship looked coldbf 01% him. '*• 'Tia 
time for me to go," exclaimed he, one 
morning, when he was seated in a small 
arbor erected in a thick shrubbay, ^^ tlio' 
where to go I know not ; without friends^ 
- fortune, or connexions, in a strange cQun-< 
try, little acquainted with ihe liaogvtage, 
where can I seek an asylum ?-^What pre- 
tensions can / carry to expect that any 
£unily will receive me into thdr bousQ as a* 
tutor to youth, when I have neither ao^ 
complishments or knowledge thatcaaen-* 
title me to ask for a situation of so much 
importance?** -/ : ^ 

As 
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4^8 he uttered the last words io a m^r 
laacholy tone, a sudden rustling in the: 
shrubbery caused him to start, and turning 
his bead, he beheld, in a plain garb, — 
Eleanora! — Surprise and confusion over- 
powered him,— r-^^ Eleanora ! " he exclaimed.. 
" Yes, the ill-treated,, the despised Ele- 
aaora, that troubled sprit which knows 
no r^ when deprived of the man she- 
doats on. In vain you fiy me, Berthier,. 
I will pursue you ta the uttermost verge of 
the earth — love like mine bids defiance to 
time, distance, or dangers. You may 
shuii me, you may ungratefully reject tlioge 
terms which love and fortune offer,, you. 
may slight that person for which nobles 
sigh and sue in vain to possess, — ^but, by * 
every thing sacred I swear, you shall not 
escape me — ^I will haunt you daily, hourly ; 
you shall he mine, or never live to call' 
another womaa your's. — This is my fixed: 
deterihina^on, and your coldness ^only 

serves 
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serves to augment my passions of love,. or 



vengeance. ^^ 



" Oh, Madam/* cried Lewis, " do not 
thus pursue zn unhappy forlorn being ; do 
not degrade yourself, your sex, and the 
pride of woman, by such unworthy sen- 
timents/' " Away," said she, waving her 
hand with vehemence, ** away with your 
monastic, ridiculous ideas! — What is the 
prid^ of woman to me? — I own no laws 
but those of inclination. — ^You only can 
role my fate^— make me the happy instru- 
ment to promote your *felicitj% to establish 
your fortune, and this Eleanora, so violent^ 
so vengeful> will be in your hands the most 
endearing^ the most soothing companion 
that ever 'man was blest with — ^you alone 
may mould me to your wishes. Comej 
dearest Berthier, come, three days I have 
hovered round this hateful domain, hateful 
to me, for it enclosed you. from my sight — 
had^J not seen you in this happy hour^ I 

should 
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should have grown desperate. — Drive me 
not to extremities by your refusal. — Fly 
With me to the happy shores of Italy, there 
boundless pleasures shall court your afe- 
ceptance — Iwill place my whole fortune in 
your hands, and be content to draw my 
existence from your love and generosity?. 
Oh, Berthier ! where v^ affection like mine 
to*be met withi" 



^/ I conjure you, I bespech you/ Ma«* 
dam,'* cried Lewis, greatly agitated, " to 

leave me, to forget an unhappy " 

" Stop,'* exclaimed' she, ^^ no nK)re of 
this dismal absurd canting. — Answer me in 
. one word, do you love Fidelia Douglas ? ■' 
*^ Not with a passiott such as-you call love, 
I admire and esteem her as a truly lovely 
and amiable young woman — I wish her 
happy most sincerely with a man that may 
^leserve her." ' Enough, I see pa^on Has 
no share in your regards for her.- — ^But 
there is another." "Another^!" repeated 

>JLewis, 
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Iicwis, starting. " Yes," returned she, 
fixing on hiui her large black eyes, *^ yes, 
another, — not the sinriple enthusiast, Caro- 
line, but — Hermine! — ^who is Hemjine?**' 

The. colour forsook his cheeks — ^he re- 
peated the name with an emotion he could 
not disguise, and was ii'rcapable of uttering 
another word. ^^ Now Men,'* cried she, 
*' I have discovered your secret, I see it in 
your ayes, I have a rival, an odious, de- 
testable rival. Tell me who and what she 
is, where does she exist ? — ^By every thing: 
dear and sacred) I will find her out; think 
not she can escape me — she, . she shall pay 
for all my sufFerings.T-Either this moment 
accompany me, or I swear to sacrifice her 
life to tny revenge if you agam rgect me." 
" Her name and residence are buried in 
imy heart ; but let it content you^ Madam, 
to know, that I love without hope — that 
insurmountable barriers are placed between 
that lady and me,'T-and though I^dpr^her, 

*and 
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aiKi would sacrifice my life to serve her, I 
have not , a wish to degrade her to my 
level — rand that tli^ hopeless passion which 
yo^ have discovered, will never be revealed 
to her." 

" May all the plagues that love and 
vengeance can devise fall on her bead ! — » 
SiQce she^ deprives me gf your heart she j$ 
not ga^t]|^s6 ia my eyes^ ai;id to wound 
your sw[> ^ yo^ torment mint, she shaJl 
ba my victim, Qnq^ more I repeat my 
off^r^ fool, wretched fool as I am! takQ 
y^wr choica— r-loye, fortune, splendour, and 
happiness, are in your power ; rgect thepi, 
aad th^ most ungovernably rage, the 
blackest revenge, the curse of a jealoua 
woman's hate, shall pursue you both.— « 
She • who values not her own life, has 
always the existence pf others at her coni'« 
xtmud-^nowy this instant, decide oij ^our 
fate and mim,'* 

At 
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At that unlucky moment, as Lewis 
tunied indignant frdna her fierce and ter- 
rifying gaze, a rustling was heard among 
the bushes. ^^ How!'* shrieked she, "am 
I prevented, am I betrayed !^ — Gold-blooded 
wretch, take that!" — She hastily drew a 
pfstol from her pocket, fired at him> and 
fled. The ball grazed his left arm, passed 
among the shrubs — a^d a groan reached 
the ear of Lewis as he stood transfixed to 
th^ spot. The actioriJ had been so sudden^ 
and the effect so instantaneous, that his 

4 

senses were only reicalled by a second 
groan. He rushed through the\btishes> 
and found Lord E. extended on the 
ground, an4 the blood pouring in torrents 
from his side. 

I 
I 

Amazed and distracted by Ais dreadful 
ev^ent, he tore open his waistcoat, and then 
bound h^s hadkerchief round < the wound, 
and ran to the house for assistance. He 
called the aflfrighted servants, and they took 

hia.- 
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his Lordship to his Apartment, where the 
housekfeeper attended to stop the effusion 
of blood, and tried to restore life which ap- 
peared to be quite gone. During the in- 
terval, before the surgeon, arrived, Lewis 
was in a state, of distraction ; — to the de- 
mands of the servants, how the accident had 
happened, he was silent.— One of them, 
who had looked about the shrubbery, found 
^ pistol, and searching for the gardener, the 
man declared the gates were all fast, and 
no one to^ his knowledge, had been within 
them that morning. — ^He had heard the re- 
port of the pistol, but had no idea it could 
proceed from any part of the garden, and 
therefore continued at his work, positive 
no person could enter or go out, without 
his knowledge. 



This account from the gardener, led to 
many c6njectui*es among the servants unfa- 
vourable to Lewis ; — ^and as persons of their 
description have most commonly a decided 

aversion 



140 THE PEASANT OP 

aversion to foreigners, what they could only 
suspect they determined on as ^ fact, and 
by the time the surgeon was brought, they 
concluded that this Frenchman, whose life 
had been preserved by their master's kind- 
ness, had attempted to murder him. The 
improbability of so much baseness and in- 
gratitude^ that could answer no purpose at 
all to the perpetrator of the crime, was 
not taken into their account ; — ^he was a fa* 
reigner-i^^uie who nobody knew, and there* 
{ove he must he guilty. J^ewis had waited 
for the appearwce of the surgeon in agony 
q£ n^ind that baf&ed all description « Th^- 
assiduous cure of the old housekeeper re^ 
i§tored Lord E. to life ;-^he once again re.- 
6pired-«^had opened his eyes — looked stea^ 
dily for a moment on Lewis, who was kneel- 
ing by the side of the bed, seemed to 
make an effort to speak, but his lips only 
xnoved, and he sank into a state of weak- 
n^s nearly bordering on ii^sensibility.--^ 
The surgeon having exiamined the wound> 

the 
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Ihe pain of which hacf again roused Lord E. 
to life and feeling, — Lewis^ who had at- 
tentively watched his countenance, saw but 
little to hope and every thing to dread^ 
from the expression he studied ; — the an- 
guish he felt overpowered his strength, and 
with difficulty he made his way into the 
next room, where he instantly fainted* 

llie surgeon having finished his business^ 
and givfen directibils to the housekeeper, on 
leaving the rodm beheld Lewis stretched on 
a sofa, in the adjoining one, to all appear- 
ance lifeless;— by proper applications ht 
was soon restored to his seti^e^^. " Who is 
thii gentlemaft, so greatfy affected ?" asked 
the surgeon, softly to' my: Lord's valet*-— 
^* A Frenchman his Lordship picked up in 
the country, brought home to his town 
hoasey-'very iH, and has had him attended 
Iik6'*'fiiffi6df,-^that'sall Tknow ofhim\^ 
as'to'his'being affected, toetl he may I {ov-^^^ 
At tHatmofnent Lewis opened his eyes, 
'^'' •♦ and 



/ 
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and attempted td raise his head, the valet 
walked off, and the surgeon assisted him to 
rest on the pillow. His curiosity to know 
hy whose hand Lord E. had received so 
dangerous a wound, was not a little en- 

« 

creased by the words and manner of the 
valet, — ^he therefore waited patiently until 
Lewis was capable of speaking. The first 
words he could articulate were, " My Lord 
E.! — the wound! — ^how, how is tliat?"— 
^^ It certainly appears to be a very dangerous 
one," answered the surgeon, " but I can- 
not give a decisive opinion, until the next 
dressing, when I shall bring two gentlemen 
of the profe^pp to examine it with me.'* 
" O, Heavens!" exclaimed Lewis, faintly, 
^* then I have caused the death of a friend 
and benefactor!'* "The life of death of 
Lord E. is at present in the hands of the 
Almighty, — a short time, a few hours will, 
very probably decide the event,— and I 
earneetly hope your self-accusation will not 
be urged against you.'' ^* I am a most 

forlorn 



• — - 
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forlorn unhappy wretch,*' exclaimed Lewis, 
^^ would to Heaven T had died before this 
dreadful business had taken place! — O, my 
Lord E. what a fatal — what a horrid return 
for your benevolence!" He threw his 
handkerchief over his face, and sank back 
in agonies that raised the compassion of 
the surgeon ; — at the sarnie time it appeared 
to him th^^jjthis young man had attempted ' 
the life of his Lordship, as, from the in- 
formation he had received below, only one 
person was known to. be with him, and 
bnly one pistol had been found. 

From these unfavorable appearances 
against Lewis, he felt himself authorized to 
tell the servants they must not permit the 
French gentleman tO' leave the house.— ^ 
This injunction not one of them were in- 
clined to disobey,— on the contrary, his 
Lordship's gentleman, who gladly assumed 
authority on the occasion, went immedi- 
ately up stairs, accompanied by two men 

from 
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(rom thie stables, and, ^ith an air of in- 
solence, told Lewis he must retire to his 
own bed chamber, and be guarded by those 
two men until the friends of his Lordship 
arrived. 

"Guarded!** repeated Lewis, with in* 
conceivable surprise, ^^ guarded!— What 
is it you mean ?*' '^ My mesiilhg is plain 
enough, I think. — ^My Lord is danger- 
ously wounded — no one was with him but 
you, only one pistol is* found, therefore 
who could have committed the wicked as* 
sault, but you?" ^^ What then, do you 
suppose I was the assassin ?" *' Who else 
but you should -be? — -but it don-t signify 
to wast^ words, — proofs are against you,-^ 
and till my Lbrd^s relations come down, 
'tis my duty to confine you;-^^o pray 
walk without any furtiier resistance.** 

^r shall make none,'* returned Lewis, 
recovered to firmness, and the dignity of 

conscious 
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conscious innoGence, by the feHow's inso- 
lence, ^^ I should'feel happy if allowed to 
attend on your Lord, for whom my heart 
bteeds, and suffers pangs worse than death ; 
but if you have authority to confine me, I 
subfnit to it, I only request that when the 
surgeons have been with his Lordship, I 
may be permitted td see the geiitleman who 
has just left me." 

^^ That's as he pleases,'* returned Jer- 
vis, and again hastened him to his cham- 
ber. Lewis when he entered the room, 
and saw the two men quietly seat them- 
selves before him, with all the grinning 
impudence of office, and the satisfaction of 
mortifying a foreigner,— could not repress 
the violence of his eifiotions ; — the recol- 
lection of the recent transactions, — ^the 
threats, — the deadly resentment, and vowed 
revenge of that horrid woman, who in all 
probability had been the murderer of Lord 
E. — ^the bitter regret whieh wounded hi^ 
Vbi/ IV, H very 
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very soul/ that his LordShip had received 
the contents of the pistol evidently designed 
against him, — ^the flight of Eleanora, — ^the 
vengeance she had sworn against Hermine^ 
if it were possible for her to discover the 
person and residence of that adored 
object, — all these painful and terrifying 
circumstances crouded upon his mind, and 
rendered him nearly distracted. Regard- 
less and unmindful what colour might be 
given to his- agitations by his observers, he 
walked the room,' clasping his hands in 
agonies. " Oh, Father Francis, oh my 
beloved mother! behold what a wretch 
your mistaken kindness has made me! — 
I may eventually be the murderer of all I 
hold dear on earth! ' Distraction! what 
will become of me?" 

" Why if my Lord dies, that's easily 
known," said one of the men, — " you'll 
be hanged for the murder, to be sure ; for 
you may jely ^ipon 'it you shall not make 

your 
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y6ur escape^ Mr* Frenchy.^' Lewis, ab- 
sorbed in his own reflections, scarcely 
heard the man's unfeeling sp^ch. Hfi 
continued to pace the room, occasionally 
flinging himself into a chair, then starting 
up and wringing his hands in such evident 
distraction of mind, that the men exchanged* 
sfignificant nods, implying jtheir certainty of 
his guilt, and observed, " What a terrible 
thing was a guilty cbnscience." 

Mean time Lord E. had been restored 
to his senses, but was unable to articulate a 
• single sentence. — He was obsierved to cast 
his eyes round, a^ if in search of some ob- 
ject he wished to ^^see ;. but the housekeeper 
and Jervis, who had infused into her mind 
the Same suspicions that Lewis had assas-r 
sinated their liord : — drew their own infer^ 
encea from the looks of his Lordship that 
^' he was anxious to know if the villain 
was secured." 

H2 On 
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On this presumption the latter softly said^ 
" Yes, my Lord, yes, the base murderer i^ 
Gorrfined,— r-he*s under guard, — ^he'll swing 
for it, if your Lordship should not recover.** , 
^ Aye, and if my Lord should recover, as 
by^ God's mercy I hope he will, that- villain 
foreigner will ' be hanged for the attempt; 
for it is one and the same thing if he tried 
-to kill pur good Lord, he'll die for it, that's 
one comfort,^' joined the housekeeper. 



They both saw the eyes and the fea* 
tures of his Lordship were greatly agitated, 
which doubtless must be occasioned by 
talking about the villain ; and' as he seemed 
to fall into a doze soon after, they chose^ to 
entertain themselves widi a/ different sub- 
ject, and drawing the eurt^ftns round the 
bed, parcook in silence of some very fine 
cordial,^ which the good lady had brought 
frpm her stores to give some comfort to 
his Lordship. 

In 
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Iti a fd«r:faours.Mr. Paulett, the surgeon^ 
^imied, with two gentlemen of great skill. 
The p^ent'swoundwasexaniined, and they 
agreed that it was a vety dangerous one ;-"-<- 
and ihdl* the baUs were extracted, yet there 
appeared nothing favourable to justify a 
hope .of his t5ecovery. Mr. Paulett, irom 
the first probing, doubtful of the conse- 
quence, had h/een anxious to send informa-. 
tion of his danger*, to his Lordship*s family 
and friends; he hod already written letters^ 
and waited only for the rqxxt of these two 
gentlemen, 'to di^tch them by expre^.— 
He enqmced of the attendants to whom he 
diould address them? The housekeep^ 
knew not who his relations were, or where 
to be found.— Mr. Javis, his Lordship's 
gentleman, ii^ heard Lord Somerset, and 
his mother^ Lady Somerset^ were relatives ; 
bat he could not .say whether they were 
in £ngland.*'*^Earl B^ont was a partieolar 
friend^ and he bdieved now in LcMidon, 
With this vague mteUigonce Mr. Paotett 

H3 was 
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was obliged to be content^ andi sent off 
directly to Lord Somerset and Earl Belfont. 
The second inspection of the t^ound had ^ 
exhausted the strength of his Lordship^ 
that he lay to all appearance lifeless^ ex* 
cept now and then a convulsive starts and 
•an agonizing moan^ expressive of paroxysmit 
of pain* 

Mean time Mr. Paulett enquired after 
the French gentleman,-.-the supposed cri- 
minal^ and was conducted to his apartment; 
where he found poor Lewis^ leaning on a 
table, covering his face with his hands. 
He had knocked at the door, which was 
unlocked by one of the guards, without 
being seen by Lewis, so lost was he in the 
contemplation of his own wretchedness. 
The voice of kindness roused him from his ' 
reveries, — ;he looked up with ^uch an ex- 
pression of anguish qu his countenance that 
the humanie he^rt of the surgeon felt some 
interest for the unfortunate man, so very 

^ unlwppily 
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unhappily circumstanced. " I am glad," 
said he, tenderly, "to see you so well re- 
covered." "Ah, Sir!" cried Lews, whh 
abruptness, " tell me, oh, pray tell me, 
how is Lord E. are there any hopes that 
he will recover ? " ' ^ 

^* To flatter you with fallacious hopes 
would be extreme folly," returned Mr. 
Paulett, ^* he is certainly in a very dan- 
g^x>us state." "Good IJeavens!" ex- 
claimed the former, starting from his seat, 
•^ to what misery am I reserved! — ^The 
g^tierous, kind, benevolent Lord E. is de^ 
prived of existence ; and I who ought to 
be the sufferer, / have the death of my 
benefactor to answer for ! " " Stop, Sir," 
said Mr. Paulett/ who had noticed the re- 
ciprocal malicious smSes of the men pre- 
sent, ^^ stop, Sir, do not criminate yourself; 
I cannot believe that to you we must at- 
tribute the very unhappy event you so 
greatly dejdore," " Yes," returned he^ 

H 4 " yes. 
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^^ycs, / am the wretched cause — ^if hfe 
dies^ he dies by the hand of an assassin^ 
and the pistol that wounded him^ ought to 
have entered my heart and not his." ^* Say 
no more, I beseech you," cfied the sur- 
geon, *^ you are^ stranger to our laws and 
customs, you may do yourself a material 
injury .-=-Every nian in this country is pre- 
sumptively innocent until the laws cofe 
dei|xn him, nor is any one required to 
criminate himself; When called upon^ 
truth and integrity must be your sol^ de-» 
'pendence ; but beware of putting weapons 
into the hands of your enemies, I cannoti 
1 will not belieye you guilty, unless some 
proofs are ^ubst^tiated andundeniable;— « 
till - tlien, you shajl find me your friend^ 
for I fear you. are Unknown and frie^dle^, 
and have therefore just claans upon hu* 
^toity and a feefling heart." 

'f Whatever becomes of me," cried 
Jietvi$, passionately pressing bm hand, ^* xmy 

Heaven 
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Heaven reward joiir charity find (Candour. 
I cannot tell joa my story ^ but if indulged 
with pen and ink, I will vmte some cir- 
cumstances for your perusal ; and m&y 
Heaven have mercy oft me as I will strictly 
adUere to truth/* ." I shall *be much gra- 
tified by your confidence,'- repKed Paulett, 
" you have already strong cl^ms upon ray 
- compassion, I could almost venture to say 
upclm my esteenv; for if I err not in judg- 
Aiait^ you are mdr6 entitled to pity, than 
an object of condemnation-— more the child 
of error, than an associate with guilt/* " I 
am truly wretched,*' said Lewis, with ar 
sigh, ^^ but not sb criminal as ippearaiices 
bespeak me/' ^^ Well,'* returned Paulett,» 
*^'i ^tell send you a composing draught, 
and the implements for writing. I expect,*^ 
added he, turning to the men, *^ that you 
treat this unfortunate gentleman with ci- 
vility ; 'tis our duty to believe . every fellow 
creature free from guilt, whilst a possibility 
eiists that he may be innocent. When 

fis he 
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by God and the hwSj we 
\ for him as becomes men 
— till then he has claims 
e as well as mercy." 



/ 



ho had lived with the late 
»me years before his death, 
it to respect the character 
, (as they call every gentle- 
dty, whether physician, sur- 
ecary, in that country) and 
by his remonstrance they 
nply with his injunctions. 



mcholy state we are com^^ 
e Elwdrth-Hall^ and Ipok 
for whom we ar^ little less 



CHiJP. 



AKDBXNB PoilST; 



ISS 



CHAP. XXIX. 



'^ / 




E left Lord Douglas^ his brother^. 
and the amiable fldelia proceeding on their 
way to the South of prance. . It was , the 
desir&.of his Lordship tQ Fest a few week» ; 
in Paris; but though every possible. accom^ 
modation was procured for himy and thej( 
travelled exceeding-short' stages, the ex- 
ercise^ however, gentle^ seemed :too> much ^ 
for his debilitated frame to support* — ^and< 
when they arnved at Paris, he was so ex-- 
hausted by fatigue tljat Mr. Douglas pre--; 
vailed upon hita to have medical assistance. . 
•^ '. Foe:;' 
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For a few days he appeared to get bet- 
ter ; but the sixth day after his arrival^ a 
sudden and Tiolettt attack of the gout in 
his stomach and head carried him off in 
sixteen hours. The surprise and grief of 
bis brothef, now Lord Douglas, and the 
affectionate Fidelia, was surpassing shew, 
and such as is rarely felt by heirs to titles 
and fortune. But the late reconciliation 
had / infused much tenderness into the 
• hearts of both. Their minds, stiH op- 
pressed by th^ recent deadi of a son and 
brother, had by this event, every wound 
fresh opened, and every sorrowing idea 
brought forth widi a. dosUJe . portion of 
anguish. ' ♦ . i 

■ - ^ 

They had now to prepare far the me*- 
bncfaoly ceremony of ccmveying the corpse 
to England, ta be deposited in the &smly. 
vault. The body was embalmed, and evey 
mark of respect and afiect^ was viable in 
the expen^ve md mournfol |)n^mrations ; 

and 
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and exa^tfy in tsa: vmeks from the time 
they^ had left Englaild, they returned to 
fiose Vaie^ ^i^th the coid remains of its 
former possessor. Here Lwd Douglas left 
his daughter with the housekeeper, whilst 
he proceeded on to Niti^pell Park, the fa- 
mily seat in Worcestershire. ^ 

' ^Kdefk, Irfl t& solkude ahd rftftectioni 
eagerly seiisedthe opportunity^ to- 'wHte a 
long artd ciifctimstatttial- *!ettd* to her be^ 
loved HernDine; and not doubting bf lier 
drrit&l in Englftnd, addfe^d k to Portland-^ 
Fbee. - She detailed the affliftting event of 
ker brotiier^s deiith, thel strange disappear^ 
ance of Lewis, and the letter written by 
.Eleanora, which she was sbre had accei- 
lerated it. All these circumstances made 
so greatly against the hohour and gratitude 
of Bttdhier^ that however her heart fell in- 
clined to ' think favourably of him, her 
judgment revolted; and his continued . si* 
lace seemed to justify the severe interpret 

tatibfi 
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tation of her father^ who had given up 
every kitld thought of him^ and can- 
damned him as worthless, profligate^ de- 
ceptive, and Qngratefiil. 

t 

^^Yet/V added Fidelia, ^* in spite of 
circumstances so strong, there are times 
when I think ' it impossible that Berthier, 
once so worthy as to deserve the esteem of 
Hermine, . ajad the protection of the good 
Father Francis, who in the opinion of my 
dear lamentjed brothepr, wias the soul of 
integrity and lionoor^ could so rapidly 
plunge into vice, so fatally wound the .heart 
^f poor Frederic, ,and. destroy the peace of 
a family whp loyed and lavished to jserve him*; 
No, n^jr dear:,|Hennine> he cbujd not have 
arrived M such a. climax of wickedness alt 
at QflceJ— Either he miist.hitve long, been 
a consuiiimate. hypocrite^ enslaved by the 
arts of- that^ most abandoned of wirni^i, or 
there is a mystery in his fate which only 
time can elucidate. .Oh, that the, de- 

velopement . 
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vdopement may exonentte him from blame t. 
— ^Extravagant as the' ynsh seems tp be, I 
cannot dtscoarkge it/* She then proceeded 
to narrate their journey, the death of Lord 
Douglas, and other events of less conse^ 
quence, requesting her beloved frieiid to 
write by -the return; of the post* : 

• • - ■ ■ . V • ■ - . 
This letter 'ieached Hermme tWo days 
after the one/ in which) she had tacitly given 
hope to Lbiid.S6merset> and- was reaolutely 
engaged in admtritig his great merit and 
many amiable qualities^ Tbesoperseriptioa 
kirthe well know» hand of. her dear Fidelia^ 
gave* H^rmine the most sensible delight,, 
but' the bontents were far from giving lies 
a continuftnee >of it; oii'the Contrary, the 
strange conduct of Lewis gave but . tda- 
much the colour^ of truth, to the story rie-^ 
kted by Mi^ &iarlerfr-§be couldno longi^r 
doubt but the French: gUlant of Lord E's^ 
quondam mistress^: must be the. unwoi^thy 
Berthier^ s Tears followed the conviction, 

— ^^Ahr 
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--'VAhL" said she^ : des^y isighui^^ ^^ the 
world and its alldremento havte drawti la^de^ 
tod oorrapted one of the . {best . ahd^ aiwt 
ingenuous of hdm^ hearts !-*^Decepti(Hi 
made i>o fxart.of his natural character; r bat 
thrown among un^Mrincipled beings^ the 
very amiability, of his dispodkion ' «lnKi con^ 
tributed to his ruin, and in obliging others 
he has lost'JiimselFj I PciorlLewis !^— JHaJipy 
Agiies !' you tare •urieotisdnrusi c£ikki dnors^ 
may be^live .tol:s€f>ertt and ; dtbindT ' • : 
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It was 'scjpne hours befdreiE&srinine could 
assuibe sufficialt'^cbmpbsaTe.tb enter: her 
aunt's dressui^veotn, and present'^Ubrjfii^ 
ddtafs letter. !Ihe commeiBfes of^liady Sa-> 
mcl^^t^ and thMf 'mittual stirrow ibr th&'£aB 
of' Lc^wis;' . «Qiiieh seenled now /anqnestK* 
enably coniihn^d, we dhall twst r<^)eat.'*^ 
TRie joy ' whloh HermfidB w6iiid othferwise 
have felt tunatloy^i^ai the ha^y pi^odpecte 
of Fkielia, rbceiv^ coKsideraye abatement 
£rom the painful certaiilty .that hsms was 

no 
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no longer entitled t^ her etit^m^ no longer 
worthy of the countenance of her frieads. 
She strove to banish him from her thou^ts; 
but could not refrain from exclaih)i»g^-r- 
^^ Ah ! had it beem hi$ happy loC to have 
faUen in. the WQy pf ]j9rd Somerset^ poor 
Lewis .would have ibeen a di^erent being, he 
would never have swerved from virtue !" 

Lady Somarset kissed the hand of her 
niece,-— ^* My h^art U)0iik6 .ypu, my love, 
£>r this ^^atifyipg compliment to my scni ) 
while I as «incenely regret as .you do th^ 
Berttiier had not accompanied me from 
Florence to Ardenne Fw^st, when, freed 
fit)Qi that ddt)a6ing £iscinatipn which reigns 
among too m9^y of the Italian women, he 
might with U9 have had all bis vktues con* 
firmed, axkd proved a valuable member qf 
society. Whp knows," ^dded she, f • whe- 
ther lord Soo^eraet may not obtain some 

« 

intelligence of him yet,-— If he cati be 
found, if he has not left England with that 

Circe, 
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Circe, perhaps it may not-be too late to re-r 
store him to himself, and those who wish 
to serve him." Hermine sighed and shook 
her head— the wish, and the hope, appeared 
to her unavailing and forlorn ; she h&d no 
doubt but he was'ln the^toils of Eleanpra^ 
and by this time returned to Florebce. 

■ 

Lord Somerset, who had vainly sought 
to^ acquire < information relative to the story 
di ^m Snarier, was sorry to hear her ac- 
count of the affair was ha general cieca- 
ktion* The only place fix>m whence he 
might have gleaned the truth was at Lord 
E*s. but^as he knew his Lordship had left 
to^^, he did not feel it a justifiable step to 
interiiDgate his servants relative to their 
Jx>rd'3 private aftkirs* Thus they retrained 
jUndecided what credit should be givai to 
Miss Snarler, and a general report, against 
their own more favourable opinion of Lewis, 
until this fatal letter from Fidelia confinned 
it past a doubt, ^ 

If 
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If any thing cotild have estafted the cha- 
racter 6f Loixl Somerset in the eyes of HiSr- 
min6, it- would have been the candbur and 
humanity of his judgment when he had read 
the letter, ^flha^re ho doubt/' said he, 
^^strorig.jw iippi^arances' are against thii 
young man, that he is more unhappy that! 
culpaWet— ^He was new to the world, — 
v«yyouti^ in hiil knowledge of mankinds- 
Millie^ a&<]tiainted with wom^n, — and racist 
of all-tthacqitainfed with the arts of the Ita^ 
lians. ] Sufch a tiiind, imadulterated by vice; 
vmsuspicious of evil, " and suddenly fasci- 
nated by r a most captivating woman,r^Ah ) 
ladi^s^, much may be said on the side of 
compassion, for this pooi' Culprit." " But," 
said Lady Somerset, hastily, *t can any plea 
be urged in his behalf, for his ungrateful 
desertion of Frederic Douglas ?'--*-for his 
unaccountable silence, — his total neglect 
of that family who so warmly patronized 
him?" " The very circumstances you 
mfention," returned his Lordship, ^^ asag** 
V gravations 






gravations of hi^ ^uilt;^ appear to m^ mast 
stFqijgly in his favotir. — ^I canf^ot enedit so 
much depravity in human itcttume^ as * that 
apparent logr^titiiidQ 9tailips upon liis cha-^ 
racten". " What thw do you bdieve?^* 
" That some pnconlyimbil^Q events leave 
him. not master of himself ;r-^hat there is a 
mystery which haiigs over hiid^'^m wMch 
he cwnot eiaeigd. I wiU towJ^ wh&t: wo- 
men of such stroiig passioi3^vaf)thi9''Elea- 
iK»a. is reported to he, are capable of ;— -atid 
the ^k 6chem0§ik-Tr)thie strange coatriVf* 
anpes women of her .^t%mp, and of har 
country, are freq^u^tly guilty erf, to carry 
any point on wbich they have placed their 
hearts.-*-Ii3i short, howcy» appearances are 
agbinst this young man, I eannpt believe 
him so lost, as report and 'malice join to re* 
present-him/' ^' Whatever be paay be,'* 
cned Hermine, her eyes spariding with the 
enthasidsm ctf her feelings, ^^ your's^ I am 
sure, is the most liberal of. human hearts. 
That caindotti! whieh indmes you to jtudge 

thus 



t 
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iihus fevouraWyi when a combmatiori of 
circurtistdtic^ >re to '^oi'cibly ui^ged agiim^t 
this unhappy ydutsg^ mahl, Bespedks a heart 
and mind ifeplete with e^ery virtue. ' Hea- 
ven grant 'that suth a poble confidence may 
be justified by the event I '* The delighted 
Lord Somerset kissed hef hand in rapturous 
silence, — Lady Somerset shed tears Jpf joy, 
and for a few moments not a word was ut- 
tered on either side. Hermine, who had 

been hurried by the enthu^iaism of the mo- 

» • ... 

ment, into a transport she blushed to re- 
collect when she saw its^'effects^ Was the 
first to recover; and drawing hef Haiiyi 
gently froin the impassioned grasp of her 
lover, she rose much cOnfused. f^ J^ will 
retire to cbthply with the request of my 
friend;— to answer herlett^r by the return 
of post." Then bowing graceftiily, she 
hastened to her apartment. If shfe was de- 
lighted with the liberal sentiments of Lord 
Somerset, ' she was' shbcked that she had' 
been betrayed hy ' her emotions/ so warmly 

to 
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to praise hrmj and though the character 
of her npble^ cousin rose upon her every 
I^our^i ^nd commanded her esteem, yet she 
did. not feel that affection which she sup- 
posed a young woman usually felt for the 
man to whom she was to be united. In 
short, H^njiine, though educated in aeon- 
vent, had inpHbed frpm niany of the board- 
ers, that romantic idea, that without a 
prepossessing affection, no young woman 
could be happy in a marriage state ; — and 
thi^ attachment she did not feel for Lord 
Somerset, though she allowed he, was the 
most amiable man she had ever seen or 
heard of. But what were tjie nature ot 
her segments for Lewis ? The question 
recurred to her on recollecting how she 
had been charn^ed by her cousin's favour- 
able opinion of him. " I certainly do re- 
gard him," aaid sh^^ with affection and 
gratitude, ^' he appeared to me to be one 
of the best young men in the world, but 
yet I must allow there is a superionty m 

Lord 
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Lord . Somerset, that overshadows the me- 
ritsof poor Lewis. But bad Lewis been 
well borp, — ^well educated, and a worthy 
tutor had superintended his morals and 
manners ; sure I am"" that he would not 
have fallen behind his Lordship in those 
admirable qualities that so eminently dis- ^ 
tinguish him. Lewis, in the Forest of Ar-" 
denne, was as superior to his companions^ 
as my Lord may be to him, and that solely, 
by the gifts of nature, and the example of 
virtuous parents. The merit of Lewis 
then was more immediately his own, and 
de^rved esteem and cultivation. And if 
he has fallen ihto reproachful errors, he 
was the child df nature, and easily the 
dupe, or victim, of artful wicked persons. 
Grenerous Lord Somerset ! like you,. I will 
hold w^ judgment unwarped by appear- 
ances, and hope the developement may do 
equal honour to our penetration and our 
Ueartd/' 

From 
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Prom this hour Hermine-- tinconsciously 
encouraged a jwreferefAce for Lord Somerset, 
which she thought due t6 his uncommon 
merit; and whilst she secretly lamented 
that fot;^ had no share in that preference, 
i^ch as she ought to have for the man she 
must certainly marryy she eveiy moment 
grew more attached- to himy which was 

^ strengthened by the^ very circumstance of 
defendiifg an object, who jiad once been 
more than indifferent to her,-^thbugK pride 
of birth had blinded her to the nature of 
her feelings, and called that preferable re- 

- gard by the deceptive title of gratitude. 
She sat down to write, whilst Lady Somer- 
set was warmly congratulating her son on his 
happy prospects with his charming cousin. 

*^ To-morrow," said she, ^^ my chaplain 
is to bring his opinion with respect to open- 
ing the packet confided to her care till a 
certain period. I know'ljjer sacred regard 
for the will of him who gave her being, is 

such^ 
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:»ach, that neither persuasion nor argmnent 
will induce her to marry you, until the im*;:: 
portaut, to her importcmt, (whatever its 
ccmtents may he) packet is opened, and 
her mind satisfied as to the influence k 
ought to hold over her conduct* " * * Ah i ' ' 
said Lord Somerset, ^* how mugt 1 dread 
rtlie ifispectibn, ^ce from^the character of 
the late Count M****, and his unqualified 
and unjust aversion to our family, it seems 
but too probable, that he will forbid th^ 
union on which my happiness hangs sus^ 
pended*" *' Do not distress your mind 
by fear or anxiety ; I have better hopes, for 
a great change in his conduct and senti- 
ments had evidently taken place previous ■ 
to his quitting Paris." 

r- 

Lady Somerset had scarcely uttered the 
Jaist words before her chaplain was an- 
nounced. Lord Somerset having been 
educated a protestant, seldom attended in 
the room when this gentleman came to visit 
<oL, IV. I his 
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tns mother^ although he h^ the ingbttC 
respect f6r him. Lady Somerset S/Wte no 
bigot^ her gdod sense^ ^d the efxatepte of 
lier lefte Lord, had long since divested iwr 
^f all her teligbus prejudices ; ahd thotigh 
%ojtn and edncated as a catholic, iSbe still 
Jpre8er^^ed her faith and mode if >Kl«orship 
\inmixed with absurd ceremoilies * or tHi- 
ichiaritaHe distinctidfrts. ITie woi-thy mall 
who she called her chapUun, 'n6t her con- 
fessor, "was deservedly esteemed by all who 
knew him; and had preserved in vidate the 
^engagement hehad made to Ldrd Somel'set, 
•never to interfere by 'words bractions Ivith 
the r^ulatioris of his famSy. In conse^ 
jquencecrf' this rpromise he never sought^aa 
intimacy with the present Lord, thoiigh he 
was charmed to observe in so young a man, 
a rectitude of mmd, and a liDeof conduct, 
very opposite to the f^hionkbfe ttttatiers of 
ihe age. ThUs, thotigh a ^toutual p6g&tA 
tiubsisted between thein, they fM^ldom met, 
%ut at table; attrf it had been tustOifiibfy 

for 



for hisLordship to retire ^eoon a^r his mh>- 
Xtmce, if they dhanded io ^neet any ^thef 
^me. (Bttt at tbiB period * hk 'Lordsbqp w A 
desirous of knowing his opinion. With 
great emotion he heard him say,—" That 
as the late^Count M**^*<:ouldnot foresee 
4he meeting between his d^ghter and l;ier 
•aunt, as his reaeiUment^appeared to be sal)« 
^dued, and repentance taken place of ui^ust 
pr^udice&— oEs his sudden death had possibly 
prevented <an alteration in his plans, and 
the young lady might tmconsciously err, if 
ignorant of his wish and intentions re- 
specting her conduct— on the maturest de- 
Jiberaiion therefore^ he thought her justified 
in opening the packet; nor could she 
charge^hepsdf with any breach of duty in 
•quitting the convent, as that residence was 
<)hosen for her because of its proximity to 
'^the abbey he had fixed upon asan asylum 
for himself — ^but circumstances being so 
jrnatentttlly changed by his death, she cer- 
'^rnly -was justified in placing herself under 

1 2 the 
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the care of her Wnt, and the sooner she 
opened her packet^ the better she would 
be enabled to decide in what manner to 
act accordant to the will of her parent." 

> 

Lord Somerset now quitted the room 
greatly agitated, as the happiness of his 
future life depended on the important con- 
tents of this packet ; . mean time Lady So- 
merset committed the good man's opinion 
to paper and sent it up to Hermine. She 
was not perfectly at ease herself; the strong 
and lasting aversion of the Q)unt towards 
her and the late^ Lord Somerset, made her 
doubtful whether that resentment had not 
been extended beyond the grave — her only 
glimmering of hope arose from his con- 
viction of the cruelty and injustice of 'those 
evils he had inflicted on the unfortunate 
Countess, and trusting that his bitter re- 
pentance of those irremediable wrongs t6- 
wards-her, would influence him to extend 
his jegrets, and desire pf reparation, for his 

unjustiflabla 
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Imjustifiable conduct and aversion to hen 
relatives and friends. She equally wished 
for, and dreaded,. the:,developement, since 
it must have the strongest influence to go- 
vern the future destiny of her son — that 
son, whose happiness was the. sole object 
that engrossed every desire of her sotil, and 
gave to life its only charm* 

H^rmine had not closed her long letter 
to Fidelia, when she received the paper 
from her aunt. She had been greatly agir 
tated in remarking on the conduct and 
character of Lewis, yet freely joined in the; 
hope of her friend, that he might yet be 
exonerated from one of the heaviest charges 
against him — his ungrateful desertion of 
poor Frederic, She glanced her eyes over 
the opinion of the good chaplain, and felt 
her heart relieved of much .doubt and un- 
easiness, from the indecision of her own 
mind on a point of such consequence; she 
nevertheless trembled for the event, an^ 

1 3 had 



had not courage to break the seals^ ht^t ht 
llie supporting presenee of her aunt^-'i*^ 
With an unsteatfy hand, ^e sealed, and 
addressed hes letter,-^^' Lest^'^ said' she^ 
aighing, " I should be inci^(>able of doing: 
% from vfbat I haw to learn of my doty tqi^ 
^e sacred bonunands of a parent.*^ 

With the mysterious packet in her hand>. 
line walked to- her amrt^s dressing room — 
the eimotion^ she endured were< legible m 
her oouotenance; ' Lady Somerset rose imd 
^embraced her,— ^ l!4y beloved girl> reaiime 
jtfiat^ enei^ natural' to your chamcter.-^ 
^Remember thaV you- have rekH^oa who 
teve and witt protect you; — ^happily^ also",. 
you have an independance to which your 
&ther tl^as a stranger, and that circam** 
atence m^ tend to a material' change of' 
measures. Compose your spirits, I will 
give CHHiersr ta adtoit no visitors, tifiat we 
may not be bi^oken m upon/* The priest 
jCidflefl^take l^savtw ^^Ko> my good' Sir/' 

said 
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9^ Hermine^ /^ you must no^ le^ive 
you know> our family secrets, ypur pres^ce^ 
m\i give, me courage,, aud 'tis^ i/pn that I 
would request to read tfee wiU of nay be- 
k>vedf9t^h£r»-rTFor/' add^drsbie, tumiog ta- 
her aunt, ^* whatevcar. enx)rs. he migh^, ba 
ioLWH into, however cruel and unjust tor 
wards my arer dear and lamented mother, 
and upjoatifiable in his conduct and hatred 
to.ht»r fiinuly^ it bdQ^Knes^ mn to ackno^ 
Wge, %\i9Jk fcoHi. the fiijBt. 4*y : wh^n, l^ wa* 
torn, ^m the> ann3. of- ttmtt dear mojthei^^ it 
ippean^ to 1^ the ohief wiah of hi^.li&ta 
msk^ Q>e. hiippy^ and hy hia tender, aifectioi^ 
aton^ £^ hi3. crqeHy ia depriyingy oie of aa 
gmtt ables^iog." Lady Spmer^ bowed 
ber head with a look of appr<^atioii; and 
Ibe a^^ being brok^, tb^ Allowing fm^ 
asnUe w^^ read bj& t^ip priest. 

<^ Should it be the will^ of QW Atoaighty 
Father to- spav? v^' ^pM life, l^)8t I xpfty 
have a longer time for repentance^ till the 

\ J^ period* 
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period when my beloved, but much injurecf 
child shall attain the age of one-and-twenty> 
we shall then part for ever ; — and this' 
packet will be opened, I trust, in the pre- 
sence of Lord and Lady ScMnerset, to whose 
care, by the wiH of her maternal grand-fa-^ 
ther, she ought to have been confided o» 
the death of her martyred mother. But this 
fras prevented by an imprecation, ut- 
tered in a fit of desperation, to interdict 
every kind of intercourse between my wife 
and her family, and causing her at the same 
time to take a solemn oath, (under the 
penalty of having her child torn from her, 
if she refused to comply, ) that she would 
never directly or indirectly correspond with 
any of her family, or acquaintance of hei 
late father's, — ^that she would not infonn 
her child of my name or residence, — nor 
that she had any one relation, or any de- 
pendance in the world, until the child • 
should arrive at the above age. 



ii 



This 



^^ ITiiS oath dictated by the most un« 
justifiable hatred, tod for the most wickeci 
purposes, I obliged the suffering angel to 
make in my presence, with the most so- 
lemn asseverations that she /^y^^uld strictly 
adhere to the very spirit of her vow ;— and 
under all her accumulated wrongs and>cruel: 
treatment, to the very hour, when urged 
by the most , diabolical of men, I tore her* 
darling child from her arms,, and struckthe^ 
deadly blow to her heart- — to that dreadfutl 
hour she preserved her integrity inviolatCi-, 
Those vows — those imprecations have kept 
my much wronged' Hermine in ignorance 
of all hfsr conriexipns; — and still hold mav 
iMick from informing her that she lias ant 
uncle and aunt in Lord and Lady Somerset^ ; 
now in England, who were intended as ther 
guardians of her prppejrty and pecson* But 
by a petition artfully, drawn up, I impo^ 

a false representation on- my sovereign, 

obtained an prder to set* aside that part of 
tixe. will, .and to be appointed sok guardian 

L5 oCT 



of both, until she wm cf agei And hbw. 
t have' wronged that titist i shudder to^ae^ 
liTioivfec^e r-^^-afano^ every i^iUing of m^ 
chHd^^ fortune has. be^i lavished on an 
dAkmdbned woman^ and at) infiinioii^ ii4t-^ 
liain^ m whose hand^ i jiave been made an 
jfistftimefit to eommtt fhe^ most ateoefeuft 
irlcfetidtiee(». 

'^ I.attf dteservedly ponrehed,-— ^bnt alast 
f <^aft m^e no mparation.-^-^The angi^ £ 
hd^ murdered has recorded atl her wroi^ 
ilegi^n^ me in Heaven ;-f-iny chiWy— my 
Ifiettrfy bcteved cMM has been robbed of 
her jf>roperty,—*her j»temaf right, and de- 
frauded of that foi*tnne entrusted to mej as 
h&t guardian. Every tender word,— evwy 
e!(>bt{j!ad^c»lating look, is a reproach that" 
stabs in# to> tii6 soul;'~jret my tongue H^ 
lsed,---*«iny oathn^ impose on me a painibl 
^len^, tm hsfe X resolution to immask 
^ysetf entirely j'^-^o acknowledge the ex^ 
t^ut of my wk^ednm, and cause mftiear 

' Hermini^ 
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Henaiiie ta shrii^^ with Jionfor j&om hef 
vfiwocthy parent*. 

^^ Toa bte awakened trofa tha honic]^ 
clteain of pleasuve^ and th^r ddfadum of my. 
senses. — struck to^ the soul- ^h a conine^ 
*k)n of my" orunes^— overwhelmed by re— 
Biorse^ — puTCued by my credikiis, «— ^ in- 
dread of juatice^r-^-without fnends^ fortune^ . 
OF repatatk3n>-»<-i &y from the world to a^- 
semote^-— aoKtai^ spot^. wheie ak>ne I caa^ 
hepe by^ p«ftance«id vqp^itance^ ta obtain^ 
the mercy of Heamn>, and be cleansed, 
fiom my ^ns by the sevm^ eontrition thalr. 
bow9^ me ^ the earthy the most wretched^ 
^ mankind. Near the place I havechosem 
fer my pepidence is a convent;, in which a. 
relation of mine, presides as- AUbessrtaJtho' 
aommunity« 

^' I know her rk>t persomfiy^ Sut the: 

i 

audience of her chasacter I have crfban^ 
heard i^)ok^fi. of^ and undor her. care / wSS^ 
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place my dear Hermine^ as the vicinity to 
the abbey will enable me to enjoy some- 
times the society of ,my child, until the 
period arrives, when I must deliver her up 
to those worthy relatives, whose virtues^ ' 
alone made me their enemy. 

. ^^ Should it please Heaven- to call me 
from h^ice before she is one-and-twenty, 
my: dear Hermine will then be free, — ^and 
/ at liberty, on my death-bed,, to give 
her this packet, which Vkdll unfold to her 
the mystery which hangs over her future 
destiny. From the wreck of her fortune 
I have- saved a sufficiency for her support^ 
whether /live or die, until the time when 
she witt . be "able to claim the protection 
of Jjef 9p9i. 

** And now my dearly beloved Her- 
siine, as when you read the efniblosed 
papers, tbe hand that writes will be cold, 
and the heart that throbs with remorse 

and 
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and repentance, will cease to beat,— kIo 
not detest the memory, though you 
must shudcferat the crimes, of him,jvha 
has been the most cruel of husbands,—^ 
the mo6t unworthy of fathers,— and the 
most fraudulent of guardians. Great 
have been my crifnes, — ^bitter is my pu- 
nishment; — a self convicted criminal,?— 
trembling before his sighteous judge, and 
undesendngr of forgiveness.— Pray for 
the repose o£ my sovd, and supplicate 
the divine mercy for your most truly re- 
pentant,.: — ^wrietched, but most affectionate 
Mher^ 

" MOKTAUBERT."* 

/ 

"■ » 

I 

During the reading of this preamble, poo« 
Hermine had been drowned in tears ; noy 
could Lady Somerset suppress audible proofs^ 
of the compassion she felt foi^ the unhappy 
writer^— Alarmed at the convulsive sobs of 
her niece, she advised her to- defer in- 
specting the enclosed papers until she wa^ 

more. 
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more composed. ^^ l^ou are now a^lssSbd^ 
my lov^/* saidsbe^ ^Hhat you ifiave baea 
j^il#)^ of no error, . in pboing yourself uadec 
my proledtion, . since *ti8 very evident, the 
sudden teraiination of Ihe poor Count*^ 
aorrows atone, pre^^ented him h%m giving 
you this paeket, to be opeped s^^er \m 
death/* ^^ I win thankfli% take 3floiuii oon-^ 
aideri^e. adviee, Madam,** returned Her*- 
mine, ^^ kr,. indeed^ at present I dm unftk 
to investigate this feafful atory any Iprthop*!^ 
The clei^y man gave* ap Ae papers,, and^ 
after a fewv cens^M^ry reiBiuflLs, took hi^ 
leave.. 

Scarce-had he left the fiousie, the tears- 
. atiil flowing da«»i)ti^ ehe^s of^ Hermine^. 
when the expvess ftom EKvovth-HaK ar^ 
rived, wkh letters ta Lord and Lady 80^ 
VM^set. EKtremelyE suiJprised^ h^. Lacfydii]^^ 
Hastily tore open the letter addressed to >her,~ 
and after penisifig a few lines, her colour . 
varying every momentE^. she suddenly ei(« 

claimed,. 



eUmed^^'Good Heaven! — £ord £« as-* 
SBSsinated^ -«*« a French ~ gentleman^ caiied. 
Berthier, in custody I''* *^ Who, — ^what, 
BertMer ?-~Berthier &i custody!** criejcL 
HtmAoey starting dpi- ^^ My dear nteee^.. 
I am 9&nf my imprudent surprise ha& given, 
you Alts alarm^ — you must mm read the^ 
iib<^. «~ I am inGcmeeivably astonishcdi 
h&w Berthier couM be at 0wordt-HaII ;<-«» 
md that he can havo arrived- at sudi an 
elinKpt of wickedness as to turn aasassin^ 19^^ 
t0^ me quite biconipreheBsiUe.*' ^ 

Bennkis ran ever the contents of dl#* 
fetter^ her fece pale^ and every limb trem* 
Ming; — no' words could spesk f^e angui^ 
^e f^tj and s^ was just sinking from her' 
ehair, as Lord Somerset entered and caught^ 
her in Ki . arms,. — he had an open letter in- 
his hand. Terrified at her situation, his- 
"worst fears darted into his mind^ and, for- 
g^tful at the moment erf' the lettws just re- 
teived, he concluded hec disordei^^r was the 

consequence- 
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consequence of some terrible interdictioiis 
expressed in her father*s papers. 

Thougli overpowered for the moment^ 
she did not lose her senses, but quickly re-- 
covered, when some drops \Vere given to her 
by her. aunt. "AhP* cried JLord So- 
merset, ^^ what have I to dread firom this 
sudden indisposition?" — Hermine could 
not speak. " We havte^ ind^d> beei^ 
greatly shocked/* answered her Ladyship, 
*^ and our hearts softened by recent sor* 
rows, no wonder poor Hermine was over- 
come by the 4ilfonnatJon these .letters 
contain.!' "luettersr]" repeated, Lord So^ 
merset, '^Kfeavais! I had forgot the ex- 
press aijd'every thing relative to it, when I 
beheld the situation of my dearest Herr 
Hikie, altho' I earner here purposely to pre^- 
pare you for the surprise^ not knowing ypu 
were already acquainted: with, the melan- 
choly business." . " Ypu will instantly gp 
^own^.my son,V -said Lady Somerset, " for 
. » however. 
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hqwever estranged from each other by ca- 
sual neglect, more than from want of re-, 
gard on either side, I believe, yet we are 
assuredly his nearest relatives; — ^and, were, 
you not connected by ties of blood, hu- 
manity demands your attentions at such a 
period as this.*' " Undoubtedly," replied 
he, - " I mean to hasten ta Elworth-Hall 
with all speed- — ^But, forgive me if at such 
a moment I appear to be jselfish,— -tell me> 
may I, dare I hope, the dreaded packet 
contains nothing inimical to my presump-^ 
tuous wishes?" 

Still Hermine was silent, her bosom 
overcharged by a variety of painful emo- 
tions. " From the little we have read,'* 
answered her Ladyship, ** I believe I am 
warranted to give you full confidence, that 
there are no interdictions which can milir 
tate against our hoped for happiness ; since 
the poor Count was sensible of his injustice 
tQ our family, and recommends his darling 

child 



shild to my piioteotioQ^'* ^ I^awsa^sfied^^ 
cried he, in an ecstasy, kissing a hand qf th6r 
passive Hecmine^' ^^I voSl instantly leave 
town, ta attend Lord!!^. and investigate t^s- 
strange aflSiir." ^ Yoa see/' observed 
Lady Somerset, ^^th^ Bbrthier is agaii^ 
implicated.'*' "I will form, no opimo»> 
nor draw any condusion from circum-v 
stimces, until I api on^ the i^)Ot^*' returofd" 
he^ ^^ Tdee care oryour healthy my charm^ 
ing cousin," tumingto Hermane, ^* I: adk^m^ 
jpoiHf sensibiHty,r^but check it, I boseoph 
ypUy or it will prove ipjiirious to.yo«»vpe«06t.'^ 
^ I feel your kinAiess in its fullest extent,"" 
r^Med she, ^^ and will endeavour tp conquer 
tibis. v(^eakna9s«'^ With a tender adi^^ t^ 
then- hastily leftr thfi; room,, and. \is^ soc^ pit 
^ road to Elworth-lfelL Wesbatt mw 
leave Lady Somerset soothing her belpiefid^ 
niece, and return tp l^ml £^&. lofhece aB 
\»nexpected change had taken place,, %pliie 
JiD&iit^ joy o£ our poor geasaot. 

CttA». 
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HBN^ we quitted £lwerthN-BaII- tft 
law witb the mdaascholy* presage of a fetal 
fterminatbir to the life of Lord Bt — ^Mo8t 
twpplyy on the evening a£ that day some 
Ikvomble symptoms appeared'^ which gaif« 
hope thai bb none of the vital parts bemg 
ii^tired'^ there^ was- a- probability- of his^ Eord^- 
fih^'sr recovery .—Bttt as there was^ still 
much fever^ this gleam of hope would not 
directly justify confidence^ for which reason^ 
the surgeons suspended an avowal of their 
present bpinibB> annkiuely waitii^ the ap». 

• proachi 
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^foach of the next morning, when they flat- 
tered themselves it would be more decisive. 

Lewis mean time endured the most pain- 
ful anxiety. His health was much affected 
by his present sufferings, — the disorder of 
the mind had its concomitant effects on the 
body, and the task he had undertaken of 
writing a detail of events, was more than 
he could perform* - Mr. Paulett, desirous 
of giving ease to his mind, ventured a hope 
that appearances had taken a favourable 
turn with Lord^E. which he wished might 
be confirmed, though he dared not abso- 
lutely reiy on them^ This slender hope 
did more for the invalid than the whole 
college of physiciai^ could have done;*-' 
and the joy that sparkled in his eyes, con*- 
vinced Mr. Paulett that this young man 
was less criminal tlian it was supposed «. " 

Doubt, hope, and £ear agitated poor 
J^\v\$ thix)ugh the night, and when the day 

dawned. 
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dawned, he besought one of his guards t* 
enquire. of their Lord's situation. These 
men, now grown more civilized, readily 
complied. Mr. Paulett, who had watched 
att night, sent word his Lordship was by no' 
means worse, and that tije should soon vi- 
sit Lewis, and expected to find him much 

* 

To.thegreat satisfaction of the surgeons, 
on inspection that morning, the wound wore 
a promising aspect. His Lordship had 
spoken a few words, — articulately had 
named Berthier. ** Where is Berthier?'*' 
asked he faintly. The surgeon begged he 
would not talk ;— he submitted^, but when 
alone with the hou^keeper, he again re- 
\peated the question. *^ Is he in thfe 
house ?*' *^ O, yes, my Lord, safely^ 
locked up, I assure you;*'- " I wish to see 
him, I must see him." ^ The hoiisekeeper 
was a little flur.rifed by this request; but 
his Lordship repeatirig '^ / micst se^ 4im, 

go, 



fOi ^^9*^ she ventin^d to send the valet to 
Mr. Pauktt mUh his Lordship^s requisitioD. 

iSAr. P^ulett nvos with Le^is^ whose fever 
still hung upon him. He received the 
message with equal dutprise and pleasure, 
Lewis woidd have s^)Fung x>iit of the room 
in a moment had he not been riestrained— 
the good natured surgeon .undertook for 
his visit in the. evening, should niy.Lord 
^pearable to bear it, till then he would 
conv^ alt that was necessary to be said on 
'vciiher «de. He was perfectly right, for 
the tran^rts of Lewis were almost ungo- 
'/veroable, in being ^ns kindpiy askddfor; 
and aft^ Mr, Panlatt had talk^ him into 
corpposure, be thought iit on his own au- 
thority to dismiss his guards.— •^^. I ^wiJl b^ 
ans\^ferahle for him that he shall 'not leave 
the house. I dare confide In you/' ^^ 
he. to Lewis^ "' that .y^zwi will not quit your 
apartment^ until I ^am ryoUr ooiiductor. 

He assented without^afiy relucta<iee to thi^ 

request; 
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reqaest, and promised to begdided by likm 
We sheAl only add, that the fifth diiy after 
Lord <'K i^sr t^outided, his soTgeoris pro^ 
ncuhbed they hdd no doubts of a progressivib 
reeovery, iirid on this day liewis was per*- 
mitted to visit him* 

Their joy was great, but Lewis could not 
repress his emotions j^^-^he dropped on his 
icfiees, " Ah ! my Lord, all this you have 
sufibred for mc,-;^-can you flyrgive me?"«^ 
*^ I hdve nothing to forgivei^-^You jiave 
committed no fault/' replied his Lordship^ 
** accident directi^ the ball into the right 
channel, — I had no nght to intrude, tnuch 
less meanly to listen to 'a toilversation in- 
tended to be private ;-'--'tis you that nniist 
^rdou me, for^an unjustifiable curiosity/* 
-L6wis kissed his hand, " Heaven be v^itness 
for me,'* «aid he, *^ how ^adly I would 
liiVe received the b^l, to have spared you 
such acute miseiy." *^ Well, enough ^n 
this-^uidaject," said Mr. Paulett, ^^ your inr 

terview 
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terview must be ver)' short, if you are in 
the pathetic mood/* " Permit me to sit 
here/' returned Lewis^ " and I will be 
every thing you wish me to be/' '^ Dumb 
then, ifVyou please, without I free you from 
the painful restraint.'* i* I obey," said 
Lewis* 

In the evening arrived Lord Somerset 
Mr; Paulett received him and related all the 
oeduirences that had induced him to send 
i)fF an (express, and the happy and little ex^ 
pected change that had taken place $ince. 
Lord Somerset expressed great pleasure in 
the hoped for conv^ilescence of Lord E. 
'and asked if they h^ any knowledge or 
suspicion of the person who had been 
guilty of such an atrocious deed. " I have 
not," answered Mr. Paulett, '^ but I be- 
lieve the person is not unknov^H to his 
Lordship and Mr. Berthier," ^^ What, 
then Berthier * is not guilty, tho' you had 
cause to suspect him?" ^^Appearances 

were 
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were against him, but he is undoubtedly 
kinocent, and has suffered much both ia 
body and mind/' " I am sincerely rer 
joiced' that he is acquitted of an action so 
base,*' returned Lord Somerset; " though 
I know him not personally, I am interested 
for him. But have the goodness to an- 
nounce me; and if not inconvenient to 
Lord E.- r shall be happy to see him/'— 
Mr; Paulett withdrew, but quickly returned 
to conduct hisLordship to the sick chamber. 

The moment Lewis heard the name of 
Lord Somerset, he was thrown into an agi- 
tation he found it impossible to disguise, he 
rose -therefore to retire. " You will not 
go, Berthier; did you not wish for the re- 
turn of that family to England ?— As you 
know not Lord Somerset, let me introduce 
you." " Excuse me, my Lord," faltered out 
Lewis, ^^ for the present, I will, with your 
leave, withdraw." " As you please," re- 
turned Lord E. and for a moment a sus- 
TOL. IV* K picion 
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picion not favourable to Lewis crossed his 
mind^ for he knew nothing of this young 
man, but from his own story. But this 
suspicion he endeavoured to dismiss from 
his bosom, for the ingenuous countenance 
of Lewis, and his artless manners, spake in 
his favour, and engaged confidence and a 
candid judgment. 

The two Lords met with a reciprocity of 
regard; the character of Lord Somerset, 
though but young, and scarcely established, 
had entitled him to respect. Lord E. was 
by some years the elder, but had not been 
equally fortunate with his relation in having 
parents of fine sense, elegant manners, 
and almost unexampled morals; with the 
advantage of a worthy tutor to cultivate 
the germ of virtue early planted in the 
heart by parental tenderness. Far diflferent 
had been the education of Lord E. fash- 
ionable manners, and common place po- 
liteness, family pride, and a sacrifice to the 

graces. 
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graces, were the lessons daily inculcated; 
aud had not nature given him feelings of 
liumanity, a good understanding, and a 
heart, though warped by fashion, yet not 
corrupted by dissipation, this young man 
had been lost in the vortex of vice, with* 
out having by inclination, any very cen- 
surable propensities. A sick bed is a never- 
faiKng monitor, and Lord E. had profited 
by its just representations* 

He received Lord Somerset with im- 
feigned pleasure r and after mutual civilities 
had passed, the latter adced, if he had any 
knowledge of the person who had wounded 
him. " You must spare me on that sub- 
ject for the presient, . since my reply will 
di'aw on a long and shameful detail that I 
am unequal to; but some future time { 
shall be perfectly unreserved," /^ At your 
owH pleasure," returned Lord Somerset, 
" be assured T have no impertinent cu- 
riosity to gratify. — But, is there not a 

K 2 French 
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Ftencb ^ndeman with you called Ber- 
thieri'^ Lord £. answered m the affirma^ 
tive, adding, — *^ And I believe a very wor- 
thy yOuug man/' " I hope so^^^ said Lord 
Somerset, ^^ for the ladies of my £unily ve 
very ranch interested for him . ** *^ Ladies ! ** 
nqpeated Lord E. *^ Yes, and on tiiat 
h( ad I have a long story to tell you ano- 
ther tune ; now I shall only inform you 
that my mother has recovered a niece, the 
charming daughter of a beloved sister, 
si^hose parents died in France. £oth this 
young lady and my mother knew Mr, Ber- 
thier abroad. Since we game to England 
some very unfavourable reports have reached 
us to bis disadvantage, we shall be happy to 
have them contradicted." ^* This yoimg 
man is deeply implicated in the story I 
have to tell you," returned Lord E. ^* I 
have heard him mention Lady Somerset 
with much respect, and it was partly on 
his account, that I left my card at your 
door." 

^^Pray 
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^ Pray say no more," said Lord So- 
merset, ^ I see you are fatigued, let me^ 
withdraw for the present. May I be per-- 
mitted mean time to see Mr. Berthier?'* 
^ I can have no possible objection." — * . 
'' Wdl then," returned he, '' I will re^ 
t M?. Taolett to be the medium of ux^ 



L«jM>Oir 



troduction;* Two or three hours rest will 
be of semce to you/' Lord Somerset, at 
bis own desire, wa» ^lewn into the library ^ 
and Mr. Pauktt departed in quest of Lewisr. 
tie found him de^ly mwh^, m a dgect^d 
pMture ; he started, and tiras dio^h cx^hsed 
M recei^kig the me^^ge, btit pres^mly re- 
6ovmng, promised to wait on hiar Lor^hip 
in ten minutes. 

When alone, he toc^ himsdf to task for 
the emotions that disturbed him, and tjie 
^ductance he felt to an intei?view with 
Lord Somerset, when he had so long been 
wishing for the family's return. " I shalJ 
hear of the Lady liermine, X hope ;-*-*now 

K 3 among 
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among the great world, perhaps she has 
forgot the humble wood-cutter, — ^but no, I 
do her injustice,— she is too good to be 
proud, and condescended to own an inte- 
rest in my fortunes. Unfortunately I have 
not justified her expectations; — circum- 
stances I could not controul, have ruled my 
fate, but I am not, I Hope, so culpable as I 
may appear to be/' A litde revived by this 
hope, and the confidence it in^ired, he 
descended to the library, with a resolution 
that all vanished' at the moment he beheld 
Lord Somerset. Struck by his personal at- 
tractions, and an air of dignity so like to 
Hermine's, " Ah!" thought he, ^^ here is 
her kindred soul !" 

His Lordship advanced to meet him 
with the utmost complacency of counte- 
nance, and a polite apology for his wish to 
be introduced to him. Lewis, though he 
was abashed, made a reply that pleased 
Lord Somerset, who instantly announced 

the 
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Ihe anxiety of his mother, and her charm- 
bg niece, at his absence from town on their 
return to England. He was too delicate 
to hiilt at any unpleasant reports, but Lewis 
would not avail himself of this silence. He 
frankly acknowledged the pain it had giveij 
him, that by events in which his inclina- 
tion had no share, he had undoubtedly ap- 
peared in a very ungrateful poin{ of view 
to the two families, whom of all others 
were most dear to him, and to whom he 
must ever be under unretumable obliga- 
tions. "But^" added he, " those events 
were of a complexion so strange and ro- 
mantic, that had not Heaven graciously 
preserved the life of my Lord E. I do not 
believe I should ever have ventured to re- 
late them, lest my veracity should be ques- 
tioned by the detail/* 

Lord Somerset, who had been informed 
of the humble birth and mean occupation 
of the peasant, was exceedingly surprised at 

K 4 his 
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his figure; — ^an air so gentlemanly, and 
language so appropriate. He too fell into 
the common error with all those who knew 
the forest wood-cutter, — that it was impos- 
sible for nature to have done so much fot 
one so meanly bom; — As if nature made 
any distinction in her children^ or if the 
formation of minds was fashioned appro-- 
priate to the rank of their parents, lot^ 
Somerset with sentiments the most Mberal5 
and a heart glowing with benevolence, hadf 
yet one siiade in his character,— family 
pride ;-^and this cherished distinction gave 
him an air of haughtiness that was foreign 
to his disposition, for he had too much 
good sense to despise others who were less 
fortunate than himself, though he was not 
insensible to his own advantages. — But he 
certainly did believe^ that in geiieral, po- 
verty of sentiment was attached to poverty 
of birth, and that lowliness of situation, and 
want of education, must ever impede a man 
from a gentlemanly appearance, and a cer- 

. • tain 
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tain ftopekiy ia manner Md' t^pf^^^em^ 
esrdusiv^Iy af>prdpf!ated ter feshtctfi and li» 
e^^tivation. 

With these ideas his Lonfehip behd<(I 
Lewis wkh £kstdni8hment> as he t&otighC 
J^e of what ii^itfiation h0 Muld profii. 
by in a tnonasteiyy or the short time hel 
had be^n a companion to yoong Ddugfas^. 
Oar peasant was not tmobservant of the 
im^rise he excited^ and modestly, waited: 
tiie momentary pause made by Lord So^ - 
merset^ who necover ing, expressed his great . 
jgatis&ction on the favourable change iiri 
Lord E's. healthy adding^ " WiU yon allow 
me to ask what occasioned your sudden i 
disappearance from, the family, of Mr*, 
liouglas^. which gave so much. fain.to . your r 
friends?*^ 



Lewis fdt exttrCTnefjr a8wkward''i»:bfein^ 
the hero of his own tale^i-parlicularly as the 
circumstances must havean air of implied^ 

K 5^' A^^^ vanity:' 
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vanity in the relation ; — but it was an im- 
posed duty to exculpate himself^ and try 
to recover the good opinion of his friends. 
This consideration overruled his delicacy^ 
and he entered upon his story from the 
hour he. was betrayed into the power of 
Eleanora^ until her sudden appearance in 
the diriibbery;— concluding with her in- 
tended design against his life^ which unfor- 
tunately topk effect upon Lord E. whose 
situation among the trees he till then was 
unacquainted with. Lewis made but one 
reserve, which was the name of Hermine 
being in any shape implicated ki the vowed 
revenge of Eleanora. 

w 

Lord Somerset listened . with surprise 
and in<£gnation, — not that he wondered at 
any excesses of a profligate Italian courte- 
zan, as such desperate steps were but too 
common abroad ; but he did not suppose 
it could be carried into effect in England 
to such an extent. ^* I heartily congra- 
tulate 



r 
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tulate your escape from this abandoned 
woman^ but pray has no enquiry been made 
after Ker?" 

.^^ I believe not," answered Lewis, "the 
confusion of the moment so completely 
engaged me, that I observed not how, or 
which way she fled. The dang^ous state 
of Lord'E's wound affected my health, and 
rendered me careless of life, — I was sup- 
posed to be guilty ;"r-to avow my inno- 
cence, and accuse a woman of a deed so 
atrocious, would avail me nothing among 
the servants, as the gardener had averred 
no one could enter or depart from the 
grounds without his knowledge/* " I am 
sorry she has thus escaped," returned his 
Lordship, — " a creature so desperate and . 
revengeful, is too dangerous to be left a 
free agent; and I think Lord E, should be 
consulted on the subject," " Hitherto," 
said Lewis, " he has not been permitted 
to hold a conversation, and'I have not re- ^ 

verted 
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verted to the unfortunate event, more than 
to regret my life should have been saved at 
the hazard of his/* 

** Horrid wretch as she is/* cried Lord 
Somerset, '* I much fear her wicked ma- 
chinations Will not end here unless she is 
secured.-— I. am truly glad to und^'stand by 
your narrative, that you are wholly exone- 
rated from the suspicion of deserting your 
friends ;-*-indeed it would be difficult to 
believe you culpable after seeing and hear- 
ing you/* Lewis bowed respectftilly. — 
" Your Lordship does me great honour, it 
shall be the study of my life to deserve the 
good opinion of my friends/* 

** I doubt it not,'* returned his Lord- 
ship, ^^ and you have friends who will exert 
themselves to serve you*** He then told 
Lewis of the death of Lord Douglasj and 
the situation of the family. Lewis could 
f^l no regret for a man he knew not, <m 

the 
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the contrary, h& was pleased that Mr; 
Dbaglas^ and the, amiable Fidelia had their 
power enlarged to do good,, as he well kne\^ 
they had the inclination.. 

When they separated Lord Somerset jre- 
tired to write to his moflier, and not a little 
delighted Aa* he should communicate to> 
bis charming cousin such intelligence as 
would restore Lewis to her fevoun - As to» 
any idea, of a more than friendly r^ard ex-^ 
isting between Herminc and the youngs 
peasant, it never entered his head. The» 
immeasurable distsmce which birth and 
fortune had placed between th^jn, precluded: 
every idea of that kind, and he fdt de- 
^rous to serve Lew»> because there seemed^ 
a debt of latitude due to those who had so? 
kindly affbnfed i^eher to Hennine and her 
unhappy parent. 

Lewis metotime was occupied in m^ 
tracing the person^ figtire, andlango^ of 

Lord 
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Lord Somerset to his mind's eye; — ^Was 
it possible for Hermine to live in the same 
house with Lord Somerset, and not to ad- 
mire— rto love him ? — ^Was he not the most 
elegant, the most pleasing man he had ever 
beheld? — ^^Yes," said he, with a half- 
suppressed sigh, " yes, he is indeed, — ^at 
least he appears to be, worthy even of 
Hermine, — ^they seem born for each other, 
and all that is left for me, is to pray for 
their mutual happiness!" The threat of 
^Eleanora then recurred to him, — ^^Good 
Heaven!" exclaimed he, ^^ should that 
wretch tr^e out that Lady Hermine is the 
same she dared to denounce vengeance on, 
what crimes may not such a woman com- 
mit, and I, miserable as I am, / may be 
the cause. — What a fate is mine,-— all who 
have been concerned in my destiny have 
been sufferers thro' me, though innocent 
as to intention ! — ^I will fly to Lord E. 
though reluctant to have that woman se-^ 
cured and myself her accuser;— what is to 

be 
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be considered of her fate, or of my feel- 
ings, when put in competition with the 
life of the Lady Hermine !— O ! " cried he^ 
in an agony, " delicacy, lest my presump-- 
tuous sentiments might appear disclosed to 
Lord E. and again to Lord Spmerset, »may. 
eventually be the deistruction of that adored 
lady!" 

The thought- was insupportahle ! — He 
hastened to Lord £'s. apartment, who was. 
just awakened, and in a few confused words 
' repeated, the threats of the vile EleanoriEi* 
'^Howt'* cried his Lordship, '^^is the 
Hermine, whom I heard that woman de- 
nounce as her victim, is she the niece of 
Lady Somerset?" With downcast eyes 
Lewis replied in the affirmative. Lord £• 
observed his confusion," ''You have not 
been candid with me. Mi*. Berthier, I 
believe, — ^but I have no right to pry into 
your secrets." "My -Lord," answered 
Lewis, stung to the soul by these words, 

^^ my 
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^tny Lord; I have no secrets^ ndt a 
^ bought of my heart butvdisft I dare lay 
before you j-^fbr you jtfe too geflerous to 
condemn hfivotuntaiy sentimenttj lu^erer 
presomptuoii^^ wb^n tiiey ha^p^ hem €i<m- 
fined to my own bosom^^ and tvfiieh>.b«e to 
you^wiU never be disciosed to My 6&t.*^ 

^^ In a fijw words/' returned^ Lord E.. 
dmfltng, ^^ yoix have- given me the bistoiy 
ni ymit hearty and« you. must fergive my 
fetsdant remayk:-^0t pray^ bow eame 
S3itatu»ra to hear of thk admk-ed lady ?''-«^ 
•• Indeed I L know not,'* answered:he, inge- 
nuously, ^^unless in my ddirium die name 
Burst from my lips.**^ *^ It is^very pi»obfid>te 
]i might^ be so.-— «! will talk with Lord So^. 
mersei on : the subjeet/''*-«-^ng T..ewi«^ 
about to £qpeak, — '^feai^ not," added he^ 
^ yow seciet dhaU mik me be inviolal^ H 
jou wish it to be so.— I will bring about, 
her base de^gn against Hermine, simply. 
m being a friend who had proiniaed t^ 

serve 
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serve yoa/* Lewis was going to express 
his thanks^ when Lord Somerset was an- 
nounced; — he directly withdrew, tho' not 
without a pertui'bation in his loc^s that did 
not escape the notice of his Lordship. 

** Now/* thought Lewis, " I shall lose 
his prrnnised interest. — ^When he hears that 
web a humble being as myself may be the 
medium to endmiger the safety of his dear 
Lady Hermine, he wtti hate me as much afi 
J detest myself, — Bat why not fly to Lon- 
don, and, if possible, trace that desperate 
diabolical wretch ?** laa moment he wrote 
a few lines to liord E. f^^qi^eating his per- 
mission for the journey. The proposal 
met with their approbation, so &r as t<> be 
allowed to accompany Lord Somerset, who, 
excessively alarmed, determined to- return 
the following day ; and this resolution was 
encouraged by Lord E. who being pro- 
nounced out of danger, would not detain, 
them an hour uniw?e8sarily, 

In. 
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In the course of the day, Mr. Paulett wa* 
requested to, enquire among the neigh- 
bouring cottagers, if any woman answering 
the description of Eleanora, was there, or 
had been there lately. — Her dress, Lewis- 
observed, was very simple, and her face 
shrouded by a large straw bonnet; — but 
her large beautiful black eyes, and the ex- 
pression of her countenance, no dress 
could disguise. Elworth-Hall was situated 
on the sea coast, about a mile and a half 
from the town of Pool.. — ^A number of 
small cottages or fishermen's huts were 
i^rinkled round, but no house of any con* 
sequence was nearer the halt than at Pbol> 
tho* many handsome mansions were round 
the neighbourhood. 

Mr. Paulett's repcMt was, that a boat 
from Pool, had been observed by one of the 
fishermen to bring a sort of gentlewoman, 
three or four days following, and land her 
near the hall, but who she was, or where 

she 
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she came frpm, they could not tell, nor 
did she come always in the same boat.^ — 
The man who had particularly noticed her, 
thought that she might be a relation of one 
of the upper-servants, seeing she came to 
the hall, and therefore never troubled his 
head ,to make any enquiries. No doubt 
could be entertained but that this " sort of 
a gentlewoman*^ was Eleanora, and that 
she must have concealed herself among the 
thick bushes that were at the bottom of 
a low terrace walk towards the bay. It 
was therefore determined, a private but 
strict search should be set on foot in Pool 
and its environs, whilst Lord Somerset and 
Berthier proceeded tq London, 

The attempt on the life of Lord E. by 
an unknown person, in his own gardens^ 
had made a great noise, and various were 
the conjectures it gave rise to ; — ^the ser- 
vants had at first promulgated a report that 
it was a Frenchman, who my Lord hatj 

taken 
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taken under his protection. In the course 
of two or three days, Mr. Paulett had ren- 
dered this report doubtful, and then a hun- 
dred other vague surmises were handed 
about, ail equally unlikely ; — and at length 
it was concluded to be an a&ir knowOi 
only to Mr. Paulett.. 

The folldwifig morning Lord Sometsdt 
and Lewis hastify took limi route towards^ 
London, though xvot wifiiout some re- 
Iiictance cm the part of Lewis,, to leave 
Lord E. in his eonvdiMe^Mr^tate^ telf 
urged by motives so imperiow, Bxtd as- 
sured by Mr< Padetty of his unremitting 
attention to ti^ besaUb and cotnfort of kis 
patient, hq look an afiectionate leave of his 
Lord^ip, amd attendied Lord Somerset 
with an impatience^, thai, if possible, ex- 
ceeded wha(t his Lordship felt for the 
d^are^t object c^ his wishes. That die 
sudden return of Lord Somerset shodd 
KPt alarm his £amily, it hod been previpudy 

settled 



settled they should alight at Lord E's. 
house^ in Cavendish-Square; and after 
sending a note to Portland^Place, to ap- 
prize Lady Somereet of their arrival in 
town^ they proposed to make all possible 
enquiries rdative to Eieanora^ through the 
medium of Hannah^ who alone of Lord 
E*s. domestics 'was intimate in her £imily. 
Leaving them for a short time to this inr 
vestigation^ we will look back upon our 
otb«" friends. Lord Douglas and the in- 
teresting Fidelia, and her admired friend^ 
the truly amiable Herraine. 

» 

Lord Douglas having seen ibe remains 
of his brother deposited in the family vault, 
returned to Rose Vale, to accompany his 
daughta* to London, where business de** 
manded his attendance. At one of the 
ihns on the road, whilst the horses were 
changing, he had t^en up a newspaper, and 
to his extreme surprise, read a paragraph 
stating ^^ that Lord fi^ had been danger- 
ously 



<J 
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ously wounded in his own grounds by an 
unknown assassin, as no person had been 
discovered in the gardens, and^ no one was 
with his Lordship but a French gentleman 
of the name of Berthier. At present the 
base attempt wore a very mysterious com- 
plexion, and it was feared his Lordship 
would not live to elucidate it, as he con- 
tinued speechless and in great danger." 
This account had no doubt been sent to 
the papers immediately after the shocking 
accident was known, through the medium 
of the servants* Lord Douglas was almost 
petrified. — *^ Berthier with Lord E!— 
Berthier so abandoned as to be suspected 
of a base assassination! — Good Heavens!" 
thought he, " to what lengths, by a gra- 
dation of vice, to what ia climax of wick- 
edness, may a thoughtless youth arrive in 
a short period, when pursuing the impulse 
of unworthy passions i " — For Lord Douglas 
drew his conclusions from supposing Lewis 

had 
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/ 

had attacked Lord £. as his rival with 
Eleanora. 

When he was set down at Rose Vale, 
aftei: some conversation on family affairs, 
he reported to Fidelia the paragraph he 
had read in the paper. No words can de- 
lineate the effect this intelligence had on 
her feelings. Her emotions surprised her 
father ; hut before he could speak on the 
subject, she uttered two or three convnlsive 
sighs, and dropped senseless from her chair. 
Extremely terrified, he rang for assistance, 
. whilst he raised her in his arms ; and after 
the usual remedies were applied, she opened 
her eyes, and regained her senses. — But 
when seated on the sofa she met the eyes 
of her astonished parent, she hastily averted 
her face, and in a few minutes burst into 
tears. " My dearest Fidelia,'* said his 
Lordship, " I am greatly concerned that 
my abrupt communication had such an 
effect on your^ sensibility. — Indeed I was 

myself 



\ 
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myself se shocked tibat I oc^ht to faavt 
been more guarded^ knowing the tenderness 
of yoHr disposition. But, my dear child, 
however we may lament the depravity of 
this youth, he certainly appears to be un- 
wcrthy of our concern/' 

*' If he has heen guilty of an act so atro- 
cious," she timidly relied, *^ if he is lost 
to all virtue and goodness, he is indeed un- 
worthy ; but to believe it seems to me al- 
.most impossible, from the general tenor of 
his character and conduct before he came 
lo England/* " That is, my dear," re- 
turned her father, *^ only saying, that he 
-Vas good"1>efQre he met with any tempta- 
tion to be otherwise. — ^How easy to pre- 
serve a reputation when unassailed by the 
allurement of the world ! — He might even 
in the forest have the germs of vice in bis 
bosom, which lay dormant till opportunity 
called tliem into life and action/' 
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*^ If Lewis was- vicious by nature^ ami 
^hen with my lamented brother a hjrpo* 
crite by practice, then indeed he must be 
a lost young man,— Alas !** added she, with 
a sigh, ^^how will my dear Hermine la- 
ment and grieve for his defalcation froili 
integrity and principle/* Again the tears 
streamed from her eyes, which she placed 
to the account of her friend, and begged 
to withdraw till more recovered. 

^^No/' said her father, ^^ rest where 
you are, my love,— try to compose your- 
self, — I have business in the library for an. 
hour or two, to look over papers with the 
steward." He rose, and left her, not a 
Kttle discomposed, for he saw too plainly y 
^at almost unknown to herself, she had a 
strong partiality in favour of Lewis, that 
was dangerous to her peace; and when he 
reflected on the bu'th, and former occupa* 
tion of the poor peasant, all his natural 
humanity and good nature wias insufficient 
VOL. iv. L to 
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to stifle a hope, that he might be found 
unworthy of her regards. — *^ For if other- 
wise,* ' thought he, " if the youth is de- 
serving, and my Fidelia's heart set upon 
him, parental tenderness,' and the. duty 
which J I owe to my name and fanuly, 
would have a painful conflict ; and I 
cannot answer for the consequence either 
\ to her Or to myself." 

Fidelia was little less shocked at the 
emotions she had betrayed, than at the 
baneful intelligence which had occasioned 
them.— Still her innocent heart saw only 
a friendly concern for an unfortunate 
youth, w^ho had been ensnared into evil, 
by an artful — ^wicked woman. She 
coukl not — she would not believe him 
naturally xiepraved,^ — ^still less allow that 
her heart was any ways interested; — it 
was compasision, — ^it was humanity, and 
them only, thjjt had so overpowered her 
feelings. 

• But 
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But the eye of her father was painful to 
remember, — it seemed to dart a reproach- 
ful — inquisitive look into her bosom ;-— 
and his words, though kind, were not 
warm and animated, as usual, when she 
was any way disordered. 

Well, then, she must stifle her feel- 
ings, — the suspense was terrible, but 
she should soon see her dearly* . beloved^ 
Hermiiie, and then the truth of this 
dreadful story must be investigated. On 
the following mornfng. Lord Douglas 
and his Fidelia set off for London, and 
both, as if actuated by the same senti- 
ment, avoided any mention of Lewis^ or 
of the preceding conversation. 
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CHAP. XXXI, 



Wi 



£ shall now look in on Lady So- 
merset and her beautiful niece. We left 
Hermine tjying to compose her spirits af- 
ter such repeated trials of her sensibility, — 
The preamble, written by her father, had 
deeply affected her, — ^the express from El- 
worth-Hall, had equally shocked and vexed 
her. Lewis, — ^the once worthy Lewis, 
whom she had cherished as a dear friend, 
both fi-om inclination and gratitude,— 
whose happiness was one of her first wishes, 
— ^whose name she never heard without 
emotion^-^-and who was the protegee of 

that 
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that good man^ Father Francis^*— was it 
possible that he could be^ so atrociously 
wicked? *^Ahr* said she, "I fear he 
cannot be free ;*— nor shall I have the much 
wished for happiness of promoting his in- 
terest and felicity?'' A violent paroxysm 
of tears gave some relief to the overwhelm*** 
ing anguish of her mind. 

She then reverted to the transports of 
Lord Somerset on his mother's encotji'ag- 
ing hope, and his readiness to forego his 
own gratification to fly to die assistance 
of Lord £. — ^an estranged relation, who 
bad no actual claims on his kindness.-— 
" He has doubtless," said she, ^^ the best 
heart in the world, — ^unexceptionable in his 
person,— el^ant in his manners, — and a 
mind superior to all I have ever known.-»— 
How then is it that 1 do not feel that warmth 
of- affection that I have heard ,my young 
companions taJk of, as essential to unite 
two hearts in one ?" She ventured to ask 

L 3 herself. 
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herself, ^' Should I prefer Lewis to Lord 
Somerset, had he retained all his native 
.virtues and integrity of heart, and with 
the power given to me by the fortune I 
am entitled to, to place him in a situation 
more worthy of his fancied merits?" 

She took time for reflection-*— she gave 
Lewis every advantage, she did barely jus- 
tice to her cousin—- and after balancing the 
merits of each, independent of rank and 
fortune, she allowed that nature had been 
as bountiful to Lewis as to Lord Somerset; 
and had his opportunities for improvennent 
been on an equality with the care taken of 
his Lordship, she had no doubt but that 
he would have proved as great an ornament 
to society. " But,** said she, " the pre- 
ponderance is indisputably in favour of 
Lord Somerset, and if my heart is not 
susceptible of such warm affections as 
many young women feel, at least both in- 
clination an4 reason declare for his Lord- 
ship ; 



d}ip; and I am certain thier sentiments I 
have ^ ever felt m £ivour of Lewis, will not 
in the smallest d^ree interfere with the 
preference due ta my cousin, whose virtues, 
rise upon me every hour. Poor Lewis!'* 
added she, with a sigh, ^^ one would ak 
most think I had two hearts, since I feel so 
deeply interested for you ; but if you 
diould be the unworthy youth that report 
and appearances bespeak you, J shall ever 
lament that you emerged from the forest, 
and were launched into a world bf vice and 
folly, without stability or strength to resist 
its blandishments/' After this investiga- 
tion, Hermine seemed more at peace, for 
there were moments when she had feared 
to make the scrutiny into the nature of 
her feelings; and 'tis more than probable, 
that had she not known Lord Somerset, 
she might have unconsciously nouridied a 
passion for Lewis, that would have gathered 
strength imperceptibly, and been inimical 
to her repose. 

L4 , I 
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I am "well aware that the lovers of ra- 
snance^ and very many of my young read- 
ers^ will scarcely pardon me for this seem- 
ing change of sentiment in Hermine^— 
"Violent passion,**— -'^ Love to distraction,** 
•-^^ Unalterable constancy,*' — and " Fe- 
male perseverance,** are the high-sonndmg 
sentiments offered up to the shrine of ob-* 
stinacy and folly. Female modesty, de- 
corum, that soui subduing delicacy, which 
gives inexpressible charms to youfli and 
beauty, are all sacrificed by a romantic girl, 
when she persuades herself to be invariably 
attached. There is stability of mind in 
resisting the tender admonitions of a parent 
— ^there is love and constancy, to plead 
against plain reason and good sense re- 
jsulting from mature reflection. Love is 
the qualifier against every opposition ; and 
whilst too often these Delias and Clarindas 
plunge a dagger in the heart of an affec- 
tionate parent, by flyipg to the altar with 
the man, whose selfish passion seeks to 

monopolize 
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monopolize their best affections^ and draw 
them from their first duty,— they forget 
that they give to him but a sorry proof of 
virtue and integrity, when they c&n wound 
the maternal heart — ^wheii they vblate 
every duty attached to the female cha* 
racter, and throw themselves into the arn^ 
of— a comparative stranger. 



Hermine had certainly indulged a tendep 
regard for Lewis, under the fallacy of gra- 
titude; but she was not insensible of her 
duty to herself, nor unmindful that her 
fiiture destiny was dependent on the com* - 
mands of a father — and so sacred did she 
consider them, that nothing could tempt 
her to decide for herself ; and thus> whilst 
she kept a due regulation^ over her rising 
propensities, they were always at the com- 
mand of duty, and existing circumstances. 
Lord Somerset had sueh* claims to prefer* 
ence, that Hermine had impc;rceptibly givea 
him all her heart ; and though misled by ^ 

L &' romantia 
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romantic potions imbibed in the conyent: 
she fancied herself a stranger to the. passion 
described as so violent and tumultuous; 
and certainly inferior to the ardour of his 
Lordship's sentiments. Still she was con^ 
vinced of a partiality for her cousin^ even 
while she retained a warm regard for Lewis^ 
and felt a painful anxiety to have his late 
conduct thoroughly investigated. ^* Strong 
as are the circumstances against him^" said 
she, " I will hope, with my dear Fidelia, 
that he may be justified, until conviction 
shall compel me to think otherwise." 

By judicious reflections, Hermine had ob- 
tained a command over her feelings, and in 
the evening requested her aunt would read 
the memoir of her father, that followed the 
preamWe. As great part of this narrative 
has been already befpre our readers, we 
shall not impose upon them a twice told 
tale, but briefly relate a few such parti- 
culars as were unknown to Lady Somerset. 

The 
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The Count De Montaubert began his 
narrative with a confession of his yx* 
venile excesses* An early attachment to a 
beautiful but unprincipled woman^ gave 
the complexion to his future life^ and 
stampt it with infamy^ disgrace^ and ruin^ 
Gambling and intrigue led the way to the 
dissipation of his paternal estate; and by 
the advice of this woman^ and a no less - 
abandoned, false friend^ he was persuaded 
to look out for a woman of fortune, to gra- 
tify, their avaricious demands. He could: 
not be insensible to the channs of Made-- 
moisdle De Melian, yet had hardly thought 
of her as a wife, from his mad passion for 
a worthless woman ; had she not been 
pointed out as a joint heiress to an immense 
fortune, and in her own possession a v^ry 
considerable sum independent of her fatlMr* 

^^ I shall not mmy^ continued the County . 
*^ incur the imputation of vanity, when I 
say^ that at the time I addressed that much 

injured^ 
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injured lady^ my person and acquirements 
were such as gave me but little cause to 
fear a rgection from youth and inexpe* 
rience; but my character had reached the 
cars of her father^ and fix)m him I received 
g positive deaial^ conveyed in such terms^ 
4IS conscience assured me I should never 
get over. My pride wounded, and my 
tenses * charmed by the beauty of tlie ilU 
starred Hennine, I determined to conquer. 
To this I was stimulated by the woman who 
utill held me in her chains; and by a simu^ 
lation of repentance, and a series of de- 
ceptive arts, I prevailed on the unsuspecting 
victim to give me her hand in defiance of 
parental authority. Love for his child soon 
produced a reconciliation. But I had not 
forgotten, or forgiven his rejection of me, 
and I determined to. be revenged, though 
interest 'obliged ' me to wear the mask 
of respect and affection. The transient 
passion I had felt for my wife soon faded 
away, and I returned to my first attach- 
ment 
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ment with more eagerness than e^r, Mj^ 
dissipations were-boundless^ though rather 
more private^ to decme the Count ; and 
by the inJTemal artr of two miscreants^ I 
was soon brought to^ hate the innocent 
Countess^ as a drag upon my pleasures and 
expences^ At length I proceeded to suchr 
extremities, as to command her to re- 
nounce amusements of every kind— com- 
pany of every description. I dared not to 
interdict her father's visits, from prudential 
motives ; but I compelled her, by a solemn 
vow, to promise that her secession from the 
world should appear to be her own choice, 
and that she would never, directly or indi- 
rectly, complain of me to the Count, but 
appear to him happy and ccmtented. 

^' She comjdied with this crudi requi-t 
sition without the smallest remonstrance ; 
and when, in addition, I forbad her cor- 
respondence with the Somerset family,- she 
mildly said,— ^^ A few lines now and theii 

on 
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on general subjects is all I request; fear 
not that I shall ever develope your cha- 
racter, or my wretchedness — no, I am 
. punished for my voluntary errors against 
their better judgment, and shall submit to 
what I have deserved, with patient en- 
durance/* From that hour we lived ia 
the same house as strangers to each other, 
except when I had company, and then the 
ill-treated angel appeared with a cheerful 
air, whilst her heart was lacerated by my 
cruelty and deception.*^ 

The Count then mentioned her retiring 
to the old chateau,— her lying-in,— a series 
©f. ill-treatment by himself, and thro* the 
means of his wicked associates^. He pro- 
ceeded to relate the^ death of her father, the- 
Count De Melian, — his rage and disap- 
pointment, and consequent impertinence 
to Lord Somerset. *^ Having now,** he 
continued, " no longer measures to keep 
with my wife, and hating her* more than 

ever 
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^er for thp disappointment I was not pre* 
pared to expect^ though I am convinced 
she was entirely innocent as to any influ- 
ence over her father, in the disposition of 
his fortune, the wretches I was connected 
with^ resolved that she should be the suf- 
ferer; — ^she was therefore confined entirely 
to the chateau and its environs. The vil- 
lain^ Soissons^ was the medium between us 
and her only visitor ;--^he persuaded me she 
had affected a penchant for himy — that 
she sought to draw him into an intrigue^ 
with a view, no doubt, of detaching hini 
from me* 

^^ I was the credulous dupe of thir 
improbable tale,— my bKnd confidence iir 
him, and sense of my ill-tjreatment of her, 
led me to suppose, that patience exhausted, 
and a desire of revenge had driven her ta 
extremities ^-—and in this belief I would 
have sent her to a convent for life> but he 
persuaded me that her present confinement 

was 
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was more rigorous of ttie two. Beddes^ at 
present, I drew from, her half the quarterly 
allowanGe left by her father^ wher^^ if 
provoked, and taken to a convent^ she 
might retain the whole. Thus' governed, 
I gave myself up to riot and dissipation, 
and left her to the machinations of a viU 
lain. From this lethargy I was awakened 
by the Chevalier's telling me of her flight 
from the chateau, with- her chikL. We 
we;it to the Marquis De Bressol, ac- 
cusing him. as the contriver of her elope- 
ment. His surprise and solemn assurances 
convinced me he was inn6cent, — ^we theft 
condemned the Somersets.— Mean time,. 
emissaries were employed round the forest, 
to trace her flight, but without success; 
and it more than once occurred to me> 
that Soissons seemed uncommonly agi- 
tated, nay almlost to distraction.-H-Once:I 
remarked the violence of his emotions^ 
but he had the art to plaee it to my ac- 
count, as her flight would . deprive me of 

ihat 
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that share of her allowance I had meanly 
drawn from her. 

^^ All our enquiries proved fruitless for 
near four years^ in which time I had sdld 
and mortgaged almost the whole of my 
property that was alienable. At the expi- 
ration of this period, one evening the Che- 
valier came to tell me he had discovered 
the Countess, who . was in the Convent of 
St. Clare, in the province of Bretagne. He 
advised an immediate application to the 
king, to demand my child, and the sole 
management of her fortune ; for. as a sub** 
ject of FVance, she ought not in her mi-^ 
nority, to be entrusted to a vile and worth-^ 
less mother, and a protestant guardian in a 
foreign kingdom. 

■ 

^^ In short we went secretly and se- 
curely to work. — ^The Chevalier obtained 
the interest of Madame De — -> whose 
influence was unbounded^ and before the 

Marquia 
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Marquis De Bressol knew a syllable of the 
transaction, I obtained an order for the de- 
livery of my daughter to my agent, and the 
sole care of her property until she became 
one-and-twenty. This transaction was 
carried into effect by the Chevalier, and 
was the death- blow to the most injured of 
women. — Yes, by tearing her cmly comfort 
from her arms, I plunged a dagger in her 
heart, — ^I murdered my wife !: Oh ! gra- 
cious and merciful Being, look down upoa 
my present feelings with an^eye of compas- 
sion ;~and thou, sainted Hermine, fbi^ve 
the wretch who drags on a miserable life in 
anguish and never-ending remorse! My 
child, my Hermine, pray for mercy on your 
repentant father, that his punishment may 
not extend beyond this life, — for the most 
bitter suffering here, is self-condemnation. 

^' When my child was brought before 
me, I felt emotions new and undescribable. 
She was beautiful as an angel, the perfect 

resemblance 
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resemblance of her sainted mother; — my 
heart opened to receive her, and from that 
hour my tenderness towards her was un- 
bounded. I placed her in a ccmvent, and 
to her I •appeal for the unwearied attention 
I paid to her happiness. Can it be believed 
that with all this affection for my child, I 
should still be the slave of a vile woman, 
the dupe of an artful man, by whose ma- '. 
chinations I was drawn in to infringe upon 
* the property of my child, and nearly to ex- 
haust all that was entrusted to a false guar- 
dian and unnatural father ? My whole life 
has been a jife of dec^tion, and my con- 
duct a disgrace to human nature. 

*« Tiie will of Count De Melian had for- 
bidden any one to acquaint Hermine with 
the fortune die was entitled to, until she 
was one-and-twenty, — and the oath I ex- 
acted from her mother had kept her in ig- 
norance of any relatives whatever; this, 
with a bitter imprecation I had, in the mo- 
ment 
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ment of disappointment^ uttered against 
myself^ if ever I permitted her to know, or 
be known to, the Somerset family, until.^ie 
attained that age, bias to thii^ hour kept my 
child ignorant of her destiny, and given me 
the power to dissipate her fortune. — Base 
contemptible wretch as I ami— But let me 
hasten to conclude :— -That most nefarious 
of villains, Soissons, was thrown from his 
horse, and supposed to be at the point of 
death ; — ^his wicked deeds gave him inex- 
pressible horrQrs,r-he sent for a confessor 
and for me. — Great Gpd ! what were my 
feelings when he made, a brief confessioa 
of his crimes I i 

" The woman 1 had heea so many years^ 
attached to, was Ids mistress /--^they ^vided 
my fortune between^ them, — ^After my mar- 
riage, the Chevalier fell most violently in 
k>ve with the Countess, and, in conse- 
quence prejudiced me against her, and ob- 
tained her confinement at the chateau> 

where 



^ere he alone visited her, and sought by 
every possible artifice to obtain her favour. 
He could not enter into inany particulars of 
his persecutiorijdXid her invariable conUmpt. 
—She could send no letters or messages;—- 
his creatures had her always in sight. — ^Af- 
ter the death of her father she was solely in 
his power,^^— till then he had only used 
silent assiduities. At length, provoked at 
her resistance, and more than ever in love, 
he knelt, he swore that if she would return 
his passion, he would fly with her to Eng- 
land, and place her in the arms of her sister; 
or he would obtain an order from- the King 
to confine me in the Baslile for life. These 
offers she rejected with a firm disdain, which 
so provoked him, that he snatched up her 
little Hermine, flew into the garden with 
her, and swore she should never see her 
more. — ^Distracted she followed and im- 
plored his mercy. A long and painful 
scene ensued, which drew from her two 
compulsive vows, as the only price for the 

preservatipn 
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preservation of her child;—- which were, 
never to reveal any one circumstance that 
had passed between them, and henceforth 
to receive his visits, that he might have op- 
portunities to conciliate her favour. 

^^ The Countess then fJermitted me to lead 
her into the house," continued the villain, 
*^ almost fainting with excess of terror. — • 
She was obliged to be carried to her cham- 
ber, and after I quitted her I cursed my 
own folly, and resolved, on the following 
visit nothing should prevent the gratifica- 
tion of my passion ; for. I had wove a tissue 
of falshoods to bring her into my power^ 
and, if unsuccess^l, was a villain to no 
purpose. After this resolution judge of 
my distraction to find my intended victim 
had made her escape with her child, thajk 
very night I left her, taking with her her 
trinkets and what money she h^d by her. — - 
*Tis now^^ continuied the wretch, ^^ that I 
bless Heaven she escaped, tho'.I know, I 

feel 
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fed that T have been her murderer. — When 
I tore her child from her arms, I plunged 
thfe poniard to her heart, — and now all my 
crimes stand in dreadful array before me. 
Weak, credulous, but much deceived 
Count, I implore your pardon ! — ^be warned 
by my fate, — ^see what will at last be the 
hours* of remorse, the horrors of con- 
science! — Repent, and live to amend your 
life.— ^O! what would / give for time to 
supplicate the mercy of Heaven, to de- 
precate its just vengeance!** At these 
words he fell into strong convulsions, and 
I left him, in an agony of mind no language 
can describe. 

^^ I flew to the house of that abandoned 
woman, — ^I upbraided her in terms the 
most violent. — ^The unhappy wretch in- 
sulted, provoked, and ridiculed me as the 
contemptible dupe of two persons who al- 
ways ' despised me. — My passions were 
wound up to madness, and I plunged my 

sword 
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«word into her bosom, — she fell without 
uttering a worck I ran home like a dis- 
tracted being, secured my small property 
in money ^nd a few.trinkets> and hastened 
to the Convent for my beloved Hermine. — 
She knows the rest, and was a painful wit- 
ness to the distraction of my mind.— -May 
the agonies I endure, and remorse for my 
crimes, procure from Heaven a remission 
of my deserved punishment ! 

^* I have been on the verge of the last 
dosing scene, — ^it has pleased the Almighty 
to restore me ; — -I write this dreadful nar- 
rative for the perusal of my child, I trust 
in presence of her aunt and Lord Somerset. 
My oath restricts me from placing confix 
deuce in Hermine,' during my life, until 
she is one-and-twenty. If / live to see 
that period, I shall deliver to her this 
packet, and consign her to the care of 
those dear relatives, who will be parents to 
the orphan child of their lamented sister. 

'' Should 



/ 
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** Should I reach the Abbey of St. Hu* 
bett, it is my dedgn to place Hermine in 
the Convent of St. Ursula^ where I have a 
respectable relation.-— If^ as I sometimes 
fear, I may be called hence before my 
dearest chSd attains the age I have specie 
6ed, then, in delivering this to her, I shall 
desire, that when I am laid in the cold 
grave, she may repair to England to her 
noble relatives and >guardians, whose par* 
don t ttitreat not only for my crimes 
against their angel sister, but for my ^m- 
just and selfish prejudice against them. In 
full confidence in their honour and inte« 
grity, I leave the disposal and future hap- 
piness of my dearest and most beloved 
Hermine in their hands ; — ^Alas ! I have 
little to bequeath with her, yet after my 
death spme property that is mortgaged 
nay be recovered. 

^' If the good old Marquis of Bressol 
lould be alive at this period, in him my 
VOL. iv. M child 
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child will find a friend, should she want 
one, in France, who will interest him^lf to 
serve her. And now, my ever dear child> 
after this fiiU confession of my crimes^ 
again^ the most amiable of women, her 
beloved daughter, and noble relatives, and 
the injury I have done to society in general 
by a bad example, if a bitter repentance, 
if the most soul-harrowkig remorse, can 
entitle me to pity and forgivaiess, pray, 
oh, pray for the repose of my soul !'—^nd 
that the mercy of Heaven may be extended 
to the self-condemned 

^^Montaubbrt!" 

Such were the brief contents of the 
packet. : It does not appear that the Count 
ever received the letter written by the 
Countess on her death bed — ^no doubt it 
had been intercepted by the abandoned 
pair. The Chevalier, ^after meeting with 
hid deserved fate, retired a miserable object 
into one of the severest orders in France. 

Poor 
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Poor Hermine was ovenvhelmed with 
grief and horror ; nor couM Lady Somerset 
go through the narrative without many 
tears and frequent pauses. Lady Somerset 
endeavoured to soothe the sorrows of her 
niece with a consolatory hope, that a re- 
pentance so sincere would find mercy from 
Heaven ; and that her father was more the 
instrument of viicked persons, than guilty 
from the impulses of his own he^rt.— 
^^ Let U8 draw a vdl over past transactions,'* 
said she,. ^' and rely on the goos^ness and 
mercy of Heaven* My beloved Hermine 
is restored to her second mother, and may 
look fbi;ward to peace and happiness." 
" My dearesi aunt," said she, ^^ perfect 
felicity is not the lot of suffering humanity; 
and though I bow in humble gratitude to 
an all gracious being, for my present com- 
forts, yet never will the afflictions of thy 
sainted mother be erased from my memory, 
any more than the heart-felt sorrows of my 
poor fathei'.'' 

* M 2 Tlw. 
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The entrance of the good fatlier La 
Cassc^ was a great relief to the ladies; and 
in this more composed state of mind^ we 
shall 'ieave them^ and return to our peasant 
and Lord Somerset. 

By Hannah^ the house-maid, they were 
informed^ that '^ the Italian Countess had 
left her house, her furniture had been pri- 
vately sold, and all her English domestic) 
discharged. No one in the neighbourhood 
knew what was become of her, but it Vas 
generally supposed she was gone abroad." 
Lord Scnnerset sent a servant to her country 
retreat, where Lewis had been confined; 
the intelligence was similar to the preceding 
^^in two days the £miily aind effects had 
been suddenly removed, and no person 
knew where she had sought a retreat.— 
'^Had this woman/* said his Lordship^ 
^^ succeeded in her design on you, every 
thing was in train for leaving the kingdom; 
and love, or revenge, were the determinate 

passions 
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pas^ons that drove her to the most criminal 
excesses. I confess I shall not be at ease 
tiU we can learn if she has quitted the 
counuby." ^^ At ease,'* repeated Lewis, 
•^ my Lord, I shall be miserable! — I trem- 
ble at the suggestions of my own disturbed 
&Hcy ; I would sacrifice my life to be as- 
sured that she has Idl tlie kingdom. — ^Not 
for myself do I dread har vindictive malice, 

but, the Lady Hennine-1 *' "Heaven 

preserve her!" cried Lord Somerset, start- 
ing from his chair,— '* Let us instantly, go 
to Portland-Place, they are now prepared^ 
Oh ! my Harmine ! susely I may hope that 
Providence will watch over innocence like 
your's! — Come, Berthier, hasten, ht us 
begone." 

For an instant Lewis' stood immoveable 
— *^ my Hermine," had reached his heart; 
but recovering from the gainful throb, he 
was no less desirous than his Lordship to 
%> and shield Hermine from all possible 

M 3 danger — 
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danger — at the same moment that a con— 
traiy sentiment^ a dread of encountering^ 
those charms he was sensible he ought to 
shun^ seemed to repel his officious appear- 
ance. Lord Somerset, however, was too 
much absorbed in the tumult of his own 
fears, to notice the embarrassment of 
Lewis, and taking him by the arm, he aU 
most dragged him from the house, pro* 
ceeding hastily through the streets without 
uttering a syllable. This silence enabled 
his companion to commune with his hearty 
and to acquire resolution, from a conscious 
sense of tinferiority of condition ; and that 
the only sentimoit. that became him to in* 
dulge, was to r^oice in the happiness of 
the object he, had always revered, and stifle 
for ever, his presumptuous passion, which 
from the first had been accompanied by 
despair, both from reason and reflection. 

About an hour previous to their return, 
the affectionate Fidelia liad flown to em- 
brace 
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brace the' friend of her heart, inmiedi^tely 
after her arrival in town. Their transports 
on meeting were mutual and affecting. — 
Lady Somerset was extremely charmed 
with their young visitant ; and after their 
first emotions were subsided, casually men- 
tioned her expectation of seeing her son 
andMr. Berthier every moment. ** How ! '* 
exclaimed Fidelia, greatly agitated, " Mr. 
Berthier with Lord Somerset ? — Good 
Heaven^ ! surely then he cannot be the 
worthless character he is represented.** 
" I hope, nay, / am sure, if his Lordship 
has him as a companion,'* anSwered Her- 
mine, ^^ much may be urged in his favour,, 
and I am all impatience to see them.'* 
^* Perhaps,** said Fidelia, hesitating as ^he 
spake, " perhaps my visit is ilF- timed, I 
will wait on — — " " Forgive the inter- 
ruption,'* cried Hermine, taking her hand, 
^' your presence is always most welcome, 
and indeed now necessary, for I 'know you 
are interested for Lewis nearly as much as 

M 4 myself.'" 
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myself/* Fidelia blushed unconsciously^ 
while she replied^ ^^ Certainly I shall not 
be ^rry to hear him exculpated from some 
of the heavy charges against him/' " You 
are both amiable and candid^" said Lady 
Somerset; ^^ and as I have been accus- 
tomed to pride myself a little on my pre- 
possessions^ and skill in physiognomy^ I do 
assure you, the acquittal of this youi^ 
man is very near my heart, as I liked hmi 
fiom the first hour of his introduction to 
me/* " I have never condemned him,^^ 
said Fidelia^ ^^ though it was scarce pos- 
sible to hope/* '' And I/* added Her- 
mine, *^ feared, because I esteemed hira^ 
and in some degree was instrumental to 
the change in his situation. But when I 
doubted, I was taught to be liberal in my 
conjectures by the generous Lord Somerset, 
-~and now I am all hope and expectation/' 

A short conversation on the sevf^ral past 
transactbns in the fimiily of Lord Douglas, 

beguiled 
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beguiled the time until Lord Somerset and 
Mr. ferthier were announced^ whiqh 
threw the whole party into considerable agi- 
tation ; — ^nor were the others without their 
share of emotion. His Lordships tho* his 
heart flew before him^ to Hermine, had 
yet so much command over his feelings as 
to introduce the trembling Lewis, ^^ I bring 
you, ladies,^* said he, bowing to his mother 
and Henhine, ^^ an old acquaintance, every 
way deserving of your continued esteem and 
iiiendship. He has been carried off, by a 
most beautiful princes9-«-^has been delivered 
fix)m her enchanted castle — ^narrowly es- 
caped being put ta death fcnr his ungallant 
contempt of the lady ; — and, after many pe- 
rilous adventures and much danger, has the 
honour of being presented as- the hero of a 
little romance.** 

« 

His Lordship had thus ludicrously pre- 
sented Lewis, to take off the pain of a 
formal introduction, and the novelty of it 

M 5 recovered 
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' recovered the ladies from thar agitations/ 
and caused a general smile. " You tell us 
so many things at once/' said Lady So- 
merset, giving her hand to Lewis, who 
bowed on it most respectfully, " that whilst 
you greatly excite our curiosity, we find it 
impossible to have it immediately gratified : 
But I assure you, Mr. Berthier, that we are 
all extremely happy to see you/' ^^Yes," 
said Hennine, drawing her hand from Lord 
Somerset, and giving it to Lewis, ^' yes, my 
good friend, you may estimate what we 
have suffered from your absence, by the 
very great pleasure we feel in seeing you 
restored to us;^ — ^and my amiable friend 
here. Miss Douglas, has not felt les3 on 
the occasion than I have. — SEe has always 
judged favourably, and with equal candour as 
my good cousin, who, I assure you, has been 
your champipn in spite of appearances/' 

'^ This speech had a little re-assured 
Lewis, *^ I aiTi soseusible. Madam, that my 

conduct 
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conduct has appeared ungrateful and con^ 
temptible in every point of view, that I 
could not dare hope for a liberal conjecture * 
on actions that seemed as base as inex- 
plicable ; — ^but I would not wish to live^ an 
hour, if I could not exculpate myself from 
the^ imputation of ingratitude to those 
whom I so much honour and revere/'-^ 
*^ I dare believe you/' answered Lady So- 
merset, *^ at present we will wave all furtiher 
particulars till evening, when,' if your ro- 
mance is not very terrific, you^shall be con- 
demned to be the hero of your own tale,-r-:- 
and without reserve., or^ abbreviations,-^ 
remember.*! 

. Lewis bowed, — ^he was placed liext i6 
Fidelia, and whilst Hermine introduced hit 
to Lord Somerset, he could not bit Job- 
serve how very lovely she was — how very 
much she resembled his poor friend Fre- 
deric. — ^His heart already softened by the 
reception he had met with^ tears sprang to 

his 
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his iyes on recalling Mr. Douglas to his 
yiew^ and Flddia at that moment turning 
her loobs on him, b^dd the melimcholy 
tenderness that had over^read his features^ 
and the hasty brush off from the overchavged 
eyt. Her's instantly caught the soft con* 
tagion, and observing he threw his locik& 
down on her sable dress^^ ^^ Ah ! Mr. Ber*« 
thier,** said she, in a trembling voice, ^* my 
dear brother-— my poor Frecferic, was made 
truly unhappy in being 'deprived of your 
attentions, but he could not think so very 
ill of you, neither, as to believe alt that we 
were told; and, on his death bed, he 
diarged us with his best wishes to you,, and 
thanks for your former kindness/' The 
^ears gushed- from her eyes, Lewis rose, 
unable to speak, and withdrew to the win* 
dow, whilst Hermine and Lord Somerset 
sought to compose Fidelia. 

When Lewis had acquired a small de- 
gree of resdution, he approached the ami-* 

able 



ft . 



abk frienda.'—he lodked with tender anxi* 
ety on Fiddia— 4:ie turned his eyes on 
Hermine by the, side of Lord Somerset^ the 
joy— the transport that animated his coun- 
tenance, declared at once the feelings of his 
heart, -and caused an uneasy sensation in 
the breast of Lewis, — if there was k^s of- 
tu^piness in the loc^s of Hermine, yet 
there was an eye-beam of pleasure wh^i 
she spake to her lover, that convinced the 
interested observer^ she was not indiflferent 
to the tran^rts her presence occasioned. 
^' Yes," thought he^ ^^ they are by Heaven 
designed for each other; — ^birth^ fintune^ 
persons, and accomplishments, have united 
them in one sentiment, and I feel that it 
is my duty to rejoice in their happiness."' 
He withdrew his eyes from a dangeroua 
oliiject to the amiable and interesting Fi^ 
ddia, whose charms could scarcely, be 
equalled, and only exceeded by her superior 
friend. In the present state of his heart, 
the tender dgected air difilised over the 

countenance 
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countenance of Miss Douglas^ was ex- 
tremely touching, and he fouiid himself 
irresistibly attracted to pay her the most 
respectful attentions. 

Lord Somerset, supremely happy in the 
presence of Hermine, and in having res- 
tored, to her a young man she esteemed^ — 
and whose character he was equally pleased 
with, had only one drawback upon his 
perfect felicity, — the recollection of Elea-* 
nora's denounced vengeance.— Could he 
but team she had left the country, he had 
not a wish ungratified^ but- to receive th& 
hand of hils charming cousin . . 



/■ 



Fidelia felt^ agitaticsis undescrihable. — 
From her first knowledge of Lewis sh^ had 
been prepared to esteem him as an ex.trar 
ordinary young man, and this esteenpi re- 
ceived considerable epcrease by his acknow- 
ledged attentions to her brother.-^ — His 
sudden disappearance, with subsequent 

events. 
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events^ had given some check to a decided 
partiality 3 — yet she found it difficult to 
condemn him, even when circumstances 
were most unfavourable ; and it was with 
joy and exultation that she heard from her 
friend of his expected arrival, and conse* 
quent acquittal of those heavy crimes laid 
to his charge. She was: shocked at her 
own emotions when he was introduced by 
Lord Somerset, and glad of a few moments 
to recover, whilst he approached the Jadies«. 
When Hermirie referred him to her, and 
he addressed her with that touching, res- 
pectful air which reaches to the heart, she 
was confused and agitated^ and in the re- 
collection of her brother sought to decdve 
herself as to the nature of her feelin^l 
They continued to converse for some time, 
mutually pleased and interested,~for Lewis 
was charmed with her candid judgment on 
his conduct, without knowing the extent of 
it; — Aot being sensible that he had been 

accused 
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accused publicly a» the a^sasmi who had 
wounded Lord £• 

Miss Dougbs at l»gth' rose to leare 
them^ "No/* said Lady Somerset, "I 
have taken the liberty to secure you to. your 
fttend^ by sending a servant to request the 
honour of seeing Lord Douglas without 
ceremony^ as I hope weare to be upon the 
unreserved footing of .friends, firom this 
most s^eeable visit J"^ . Eldelia politely 
thanked her Ladyship^ and with Ho smaQ 
pleasure resumed her seat. 

. ^^ I am very des^us of papng ray res* 
peets to ixxd Dougllas/'- said Lewis.-~A 
thundering rap at the door stopped him,— - 
^^ I hope,*' r^oined Lord Somerset, " this 
is his Lordship.** The door was opened, a 
servant appeared to announce the visitor, 
hut before he could ' i^peak, a lady rudely 
pushed by him, and they beheld Eleanor^! 
The same sentiment of terror tocSc pos- 
session 



/ 



/ 



AKDSNNE FOREST. 257 



session of Lord Somerset and Lewis^ who 
had exclaimed, *^Eleanora!" both flew to 
stand before Hermine, whilst the former 
cried out, " Seize her ! — Seize her this mo- 
ment ! " and the serviant, still at the door, 
hastily advancing, she drew a pistol from her 
pocket, ^^ Touch me at your peril, fellow ! '* 
he drew back. Lord Somerset sprang for- 
ward, as she turned to the man, and seized 
her arm.-«»Fide]ia shrieked and fainted ;— - 
Lady Somerset and the astomdied Hermine 
screamed for as8istaiicey-**fhe latter would 
have flown to her friend, ^^ No, no,'' said 
Lewis^ in an agony, '^O! for Heaven's 
5Jte keep behind me, — ^let me receive the 
ball!" Two or three servants had now 
mshed in, and whilst one went to Fidelia 
the ethers assisted Lord Somerset to dis-* 
arm the struggling Eleanora, whose strength 
was almost supernatural^ from the violence 
of her passion. The pistol was taken from 
her, and whilst the men held her, uttering 
the most horrid imprecations and curses. 

Lord 
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Lord Somerset smd, "Shameless woman, 
a disgrace to your sex, I wave all delicacy 
with such a wretch!" and searching her 
pockets, drew another pistol from one of 
them. " Your diabolical purpose is now, 
thank Heaven, completely defeated!" and 
ringing the bell for another servant, he gave 
him the pistols to discharge in the yard. 

The whole of this scene was sa suddenly 
transacted that Lady Somerset and Hei^ 
mine were fixed in astonislunent and terror r 
whilst Lewis endured agonies beyond des- 
cription ia his. fears for the invaluable life 
of Hermine— and almost equally concerned 
for the fainting Fidelia* When he saw 
Eleanora was secured, he ventured to quit 
his station, and the person of Hermine 
stood fully exposed to the violent Italian. 
*^ Ah!*' shrieked' she, in a « frightful tone, 
^^ I see, I see, that is the enchantress, that 
is the hated Hermine, who possesses the 
heart of Lewis.— Oh! that I could blast 

her 
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her with a look ! — that my eyes had the 
power of a basilisk, to annihilate her, — ^to 
immolate her a sacrifice to glut my ven- 
geance!" " Drag her into another room," 
said Lord Somerset. ^^ You shall not," 
cried she, struggling, " until I have cursed 
the charms of that Circe who has made me 
a wretch ! — ^she, she, whom that idibt Ber- 
thier prefered to me — ^whos^ name he ut- 
tered in an hour of madness as the adored 
of his soul 1— -To kill her, and then myself, 
was my purpose here/* 

* 
> 

"Wretch!" estclaimed Lord Somerset^ 
*^ you condemn yourself." ^ And who 
ardyou?" asked she, stamping with fury, 
" that dare arraign my conduct — ^let your 
laws condemn me. I value not life, it 
is hateful to me since I have known %vhat 
it is to love a senseless monster — had I 
taken her's I shcMild die with transport. 
What stupid wretches were my emissaries, 
not to inform me who were here to guard 

her— 
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her — O, I expected to, find lier alone^ to^ 
exult over her, and triumph over Lewis ;— 
but now, may all the curse s ■ ' " " Drag^ 
her away,'* cried Lewis; and the- men 
ob^ed^ whilst her imprecations floated or 
.their ears. 

Lord Somerset followed to order she 
^ould be secured and guarded ; thep in- 
stantly returned to hi& company, who were 
all struck dumb with amazenstent, terror, 
and coniusion. * Nor was his Lordship less^ 
agitated, the design against the life of Her- 
mine overwhelmed him with horror ; — iMit 
tdiat this intended blow was m consequence 
of jealaui rage^^ihat Lewis^ ^ould have 
expressed a passion for thcU ladjfy was a 
circumstance equ^ly painful and surprising*. 

As to Lewis no words can describe hit 
feelings y^^^hdii secret which be- had scarcely 
acknowledged to htmseIf,-'!-ra presumption 
that he judjged must entirely throw him from 

the 
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the is^eem of Henmne, I/)rd Somerset^ an4 
Fidelia^-r^this seci-et now drs^ed forth ad 
the ctose in which the life of Hermine was 
implicated with the horrid e:^ressions tit* 
tered against her^ whom . he would die to 
preserve from every iH, — no, no language 
can pourtray the agitations that overpow^ 
ensd him.r^In his confusion he had sought 
to hiide his countenance^ by assisting the 
terrified Fidelia, birt the same sentiment 
drew Lady Somerset and Heroine towards 
her, fcr both were eqtidly shocked. Nei^ 
ther had spc^en when his' Lordship re-^ 
ttumed,. but Fidelia was recovering ;-^—«he ^ 
looked dri eath of her friends.-—" Is she 
gone? Are you'safe? Oh ! £erthier^ are 
you safe-^unhurt,-*--are you indeed?** 

ineotpresBibly confiised, lie replied, '^ No 
one is hurt, Madam^ tliank Heaven all is 
safe ;-*-here are your friends/' She turned 
her head and beheld Hemiine bending over 
her, and Lady Somerset by her side. Her 

recollection 
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recollection seemed to return; — ^^ I have 
been terribly frightened, — ^my head and 
my senses are all confused. — ^Is that shocks 
ing woman gone?*' ""Yes, my dear Fi- 
delia/' answered Hermine, ^^' she is taken 
care of in another room." 

^' Oh! take her from the house," said 
she, " the sight of her brought terror to my 
fabart, — ^she is a murderess, -—she destroyed 
my poor Frederic." " Compose yourself, 
Madam," returned Lord Somerset, ^^ you 
have nothing to fear, — she is prt^ierly se- 
cured." At that moment Lord Douglas 
was announced, and before Lord Somerset 
could advance to meet him, he percdved 
Fidelia bn' the sofa surrounded by her 
friends. Forgetful of ceremony, he flew 
to her, and naie): the eyes of Lewis, who was 
standing on the opposite side, at a loss.whe- 
ther he ought to retreat or not. Fidelia 
raised herself, spake,, and gaVe her hand to 
her father. " Be not alarmed, dear Sir, 

'tis 
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'tis^only fright,^ — that horrid Italian, Elea- 
HoraP* ^^ How," cried he, darting a look 
of saspicion on Lewis, ^^ Eleanora! and is 
it Mr. Berthierl see here?" 

" yes. Sir," replied Lewis; bowing re- 
spectfully, but recovering the firm dignity 
of .innocence, hurt by his ^^ueetion and re- 
proaching looks, " y^s. Sir, I had the ho- 
nour of accompanying Lord Somerset from 
EIworth-Hall, and should before this have 
paid my respects to you; had t not learnt 
that Ijady Somerset expected your Lord- 
ship here." . *^ This is all very strange to 
n^e," retiamed Lord Douglas, still with a 
reserve ill his manner, " but you may be- 
lieve, Mr. Berthier, that I am very glad to 
meet you in this company." — ^Then turn- 
ing to Fidelia, — ^^ What of Eleanora, my 
dear, hpw came you alarmed by her?" 

^' You shall presently know the whole 
business," §aid Lord Somerset, " Miss 

Douglas 



Douglas is now better^ aiid we must take 
you to council on future proceedings. At 
present let me present you to my mother, 
Lady Somerset, and her niece^ whom yoa 
have known under the name of Hermine." 
'^ Known with equ^d gratitude and admi- 
ration^** said his Lordship^ after he had 
made his bow to Lady Somerset^ and ad- 
vanced to her beautiful niece, *^ it would 
be knpossible to see this lady but Once, and 
not to cany away the impression ;>— 4>ut I 
have obligations on the part of my Fiddia^ 
that have stampt her image firmly on my 
heart and memory/* 

Hermine was not insensible to the plea- 
isure conveyed by such delicate praise, a$ 
modesty itsdf might accept without a blush, 
and made a suitable return to it. *^ You 
will allow me also as my guest, to intro- 
duce Mr. Berthier, who is happily and Ao- 
^imrahly returned to his friends, thro* the 
kindness ofLord E.** 

"I 
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^\ I am extremely happy to hear it,*' 
returned Lord Dbiiglas, with a reserve in hi^ 
manner not unnoticed by Lewis, " our ac- 
quaintance, Mr. Berthier, was very unhap^ 
pily broken off, and the consequences were 
most fatal to my peace ; but no doubt you 
can honourably acQOunt for it." *^ I can. 
Sir, and I will, or I should not presume on 
the generosity of my Lord Somerset to 
stand this trial. My sudden disappear- 
ance, and subsequent events were most 
deeply ,felt and deplored by me from that 
hour to the present one." 

Lord Douglas was about to speak with 
rather a more gracious air, when a violent 
noise, and loud call for help alarmed the 
whole company;— a servant suddenly ap- 
peared, in great agitation, — " My Lord,*' 
cried he, " the lady has stabbed herself!'* 
The gentlemen all rushed from the room, 
— ^thQ ladies, overcome witK terror, crouded 
together on the sofi^ where they remained 

VOL. IV. N some^ 
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some minutes unable to speak. — As for 
Udy Somerset and Hermine, astonishment 
was added to terror, for they knew nothing 
of Eleanoraj even by nanoe^ bot began to 
surmise she must be the Italian lady Miss 
^narler had mentioned. 

hoard Somerset now stq>t in, and seeing 
the general alarm^ said^ kissing the hand 
of his charn>ing cousin, ^* Compose your- 
m\i, my dear Hermine, dear ladies, recover 
your fi^rijts, this wretched woman is not, I 
believe, dangerously hurt> for she raves at 
her own want -of skill to give the final 
Wow.-~A surgeon is sent for, and when his 
report is made, I hope we may have her 
conveyed from hence/' J/H'd Douglas 
came ii^, a good deal agitated, upou which, 
Lord Somerset requested he would stay with 
the ladies, and immediately withdrew, 

Fidelia, a Utfle recovered by the pr^ence 
of her father, observed^ what a horrid crea- 

tufe 
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hire Eleanora was^ adding, *^ I hope it. is 
• no breach of charity, , when I say, that if 
the divine mercy could be extended towards 
her, I should not "be sorry to hear, she was 
forever cut off from doing more mischief.'* 
" I wish I had not seen her," answered his 
Lordship, ^^ she has tortured my heart by 
the most cruel remembrance of past events; 
and yet, such is the fascination she throws 
over our senses, 'tis impossible to see, and 
to hate her, vile as she is." *^ But where 
is Berthier ? my dear Sir, has she no longer 
the power to hurt him? — what does he 
think of her F' " Indeed I, know not his 
thoughts y^^ answered Lord Douglas,' looking 
steadily in her face, which covered it with 
blushes, *' there seems a good deal of mys- 
tery between them, which he only can 
elucidate." " And will, I doubt not, to 
his honour," joined in Hermine. ** I hope 
so," said Lady Somerset. ^^ I am stire it 
will be so," added Hermine, " or Lord So- 
merset would not have introduced him 

N2 here;— 



26& THE PEASANT OP 

here; — for tho' his generosity and candour 
might induce him to pity and assist an « 
erring fellow creature, neither his honour 
nor justice would have permitted him to 
appear before us, was he not perfectly ex- 
culpated from guilt, in the opinion of his 
Lordship." " You are eloquent in favour 
of Berthier," remarked her Ladyship, 
coldly. " Yes, my dear aunt, for 1 rely 
on the unquestioned honour, as well, as 
goodness of your son, and dare rest my 
■faith on his judgment." 

I 
If there appeared a warmth in Hermine 
to justify Lewis, there was an undisguised 
friendliness that sought no cover to conceal 
any latent feelings. Indeed, the expressions 
of Eleanora had confused and agitated her 
for a moment, and the revenge she threat- 
ened had terrified her, — ^but Hermine had 
more strength of mind than to sink under 
the fright, when she saw her secured from 
doing mischief; and bavipg soon recovered 

from 
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from the confusion occasioned by such a 

disclosure bf Lewis's attachment, she placed 

* 

it in part to his respectful friendship, and also 
to the aggravated fears of a jealous woman. 
In fine, she sanctioned his feelings and her 
own, under the names of gratitude and 
friendly regard, which might be openly 
avowed without dread of any evil construc- 
. tion from persons of honour. And it i^ 
certain this candid and generous warmth 
tended to exterminate some unpleasant sus* 
picions that had been engendering in the 
bosom of Lady Somerset, and given her no 
small pain. 

As to Lord .Douglas, he was far from 
feeling any pleasure in the defence of Lewis, 
for he had watched the eyes and coun- 
tenance of his daughter, till both his af- 
fection and pride were hurt by the scnitiny; 
and he would rather have heard of his at- 
tachment to the Italian, or even that he 
was reprobated by the present family, than 

N3 to 
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tp have had the partiality, he saw but too 
plain, con6rmed in its strength by the jus- 
tification of this' humble young man — a, 
forest peasant, taken from a laborious em- 
j)loyiBent to figure among persons so much 
above him. He would most i-eadily have 
given his interest or money to provide 
handsomely for Lewis, — ^but to give hira 
his daughter, was not for a moment to be . 
thought of with patience; and the very idea 
gave birth to a repelling coldness of manner 
he could not hide from the penetrating 
.eyes of the unoflTending peasant. Whilst 
these sentiments and complexed emotions 
were passing in the bosoms of those in the 
drawing room, — in the adjoining one was a 
different scene. 

When Eleanora was taken from the 
company, and held by the servants, after 
Ihe first paroxysm of violent execrations 
was over, her usual cunning recurred to 
elude the vigilance of her guard. She 

- .heard 
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Heard the name of Lord Douglas atin9unced, 
** Now then/* thought she, " I shall be 
blasted by the sight of dl these wretches, 
who will delight in my mortification and 
enjoy my agonies.—- -Death, death is a thou- 
sand times preferable to being gazed at by 
them, as a monster, and to endure the 
proud triumph of that enchantress who has 
stolen fi^m me the only man I ever loved — 
I. ever can love ! I shall hear their con- 
temptuous upbraidings,- — ^my fruitless at- 
tempt at revenge will subject me to their 
laws. — ^Is all this to be borne ?— ^O ! no I— ^ 
My vengearice defeated— my hopes blasted, 
I will not live to bear their scorn !'* 

Whilst this mental soliloquy passed, the 
men . believed her to be more composed \ 
and one of them wanting his handkerchief, 
grasped her firmly with one hand, as he 
put the other in his pocket. What im- 
portant events often hang on the slightest 
cii^umstance-^that instant with a sudden 

N4 ierJc 
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jerk she disengaged her arm^ snatched a 
poniard from her bosom^ and aimed a blow 
at her heart. The struggle and the wound 
were the work of a moment, for her hand 
was seized as she plunged the weapon into 
het' side, and prevented the instant death 
«he had premeditated. Furious with her 
disappointment her violence caused a pro- 
digious effusion of bloody and she sank on 
the floor, whilst the men loudly called for 
help. What was the general alarm we 
have already seen. When the gentfemen 
rushed into the apartment they were ex- 
ceedingly shocked, particularly Lewis, who 
thought her dead. But their endeavours 
to stop the blood, with the assistance of the 
housekeeper, restored her to life j and her 
first words were curses on her unsteady 
hand, and on the officious wretch who had 
intercepted the blow from j)roving fatal. 
She had not strength however to express 
all the rage that she felt ; but seeing Lewis 
busy in assisting her, — ^'^ You, you," cried 

she, 
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she, ^^ stand off, 'tis you are my murderer, 
— my blood be on your head!" He was 
shocked, but humanity impelled him to be 
active in his services — and she was too 
weak to articulate more. 

The surgeon at length came, and on in- 



specdon found it a mere flesh wound, and 
not the least dangerous^ but from the 
great efinsion of blood, she would require 
much care and attention, he said.. " Can 
she be removed with safety?" asked Lord 
Somerset. " I think she may, at a aliort ' 
distance." He demanded of her, where 
she resided? — She either could not, or 
would not answer. On enquiry, no servant 
waited, nor any cannage near the house. 
The porter said, when he opened the door, 
she pushed by him,— -*^ \ am going to the 
Lady Hermine;" and before he could 
speak she had ran hastily up the staircase 
\1?hich fronted the hall, and he had not re- 

N 5 covered. 
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covered his airprise before he heard the 
alarm in the drawing room. 

"'What is to be don^?" asked his Lord- 
ships ^^ I fear we must order aa apartment 
in the house, to be made ready for her." 
"ITiere is no time to be lost," r^oined 
the surgeon, " whatever is done shcHiId be 
done directly." " Well then^ little as she 
deserves consideration, humanity will not 
permit us to hazard her life ; let her be 
taken to a decent chamber, as distant from 
the ladies as possible, and on no account 
to be left alone for one moment.'* 

Lord Somerset then, withdrew, and 
Lewis, who had not spoken one word, 
would have followed, but she had seized 
his hand as he assisted to place her on a 
sofa, and held it so firmly grasped, that 
without violence he could not disengage 
himself. He made an effort, but she ut- 
tered a faint shriek, and fixed her eyes on 

him 



him with such an expression as hi^ feding^ 
were not proof against ; and both the sur- 
geon and himself assisted to convey her to 
the chamber prepared for her. The mo- 
tion caused her to faint — Lewis had hiS 
hand free^ and leaving her to the surgeon 
and the female attendants he hastened 
away, but not immediately to the drawing 
room, for he wanted to take counsel with 
himself. 

Lord Douglas had looked more than 
coldly, there was a haughty reserve in his 
manner that seemed repulsive and dis- 
dainful; appearances had made against 
him, he was free to acknowledge, but the 
introduction of Lord Somerset, he thought 
entitled him to some little confidence. If 
he Was hurt by this, how much more so 
was he on considering the late scene in 
which Eleanora had disclosed his attach- 
ment to the Lady Hermine^ and avowedly 
devoted that invaluable life a sacrifice to 

her 
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her jealousy and revenge. Lord E. had 
suffered most severely for his kindness to 
him, though accidentally ; and now the 
adored object of his reverence and eternal 
admiration, had miraculously escaped death, 
for having extended her friendship and pro- 
tection to him. No life was safe whilst 
this horrid Italian lived, and was at liberty; 
and he, humble by birth, an outcast from 
fortune, dependent ahd wretched, he waa 
made the instrument to wound and destroy 
those noble persons, to whose humanity he 
was solely indebted for the means of ex- 
istence. Distracting thought! — ^Nor less 
painful was the idea of lifting his eyes to 
the face of Hermine — her life endangered, 
eventually through him, whose presumption 
she must despise, and whose person she 
must hate, as the cause of all this disturb- 
ance and future apprefhension. 

Lewis 'Was standing leaning against a 
pillar in the library, the door of which he 

had 
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\ 

had found open, when Lord Somerset en- 
tered. — ^^ I have been seeking you, Mr. 
Berthier, come, come, recover yourself; 
this addition to your romance has made 
every one eager for an elucidation of the 
past scene. Thank Heaven, the wicked 
intention of that infernal woman was- hap- 
pily prevented. — I shudder still in the idea 
of what might have been the consequence 
had not Providence interposed by our 
timely ^rival." *^ My Lord," answered 
Lewis, " what I feel,. no words can des- 
cribe, any more than my sensibility of your 
goodness— -for you ought to hate me." 

" Hate you, piythee, Berthier, do you 
believe that you are accountable for invo- 
luntary sentiments, fpr words uttered in 
the paroxysm of madness — or for the rage 
of a jealous woman ?" " But the dreadful 
consequences that might have been, in 
which I was implicated as the cause." 
*' At present," returned Lord Somerset, 

^^you 
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** you have many friends prepared to hear 
you with candour and partiality ; we itti-» 
pficitly rely on your truth and integrity-*^ 
come and justify us/' " O, my Lorf/* 
cried Lewis, '* you already know every cir* 
cumstance but one— a presumption that 
never escaped my lips, no, not even the 
name, but when unhappily deprived of my 
reason/* ^* Say no more on that head, 
you have nothing to accuse yourself for.— • 
I wish you to relate your own story ;—*i 
am perfectly datisfiedthat you are a worthy, 
good young man, whom I shall be pleased 
to call my friend, and happy in being al- 
lowed the privilege of providing for. — ^But 
come, we lose time." 

Lewis, overpowered witli the most lively 
emotions of gratitude, had no words to ex- 
press his feelings; and followed Lord So- 
merset in srlence to that tribunal who were 
to sit in judgment on his conduct. After 
a fe\fr mutual congratulations on their 

eventful 
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eventful escape^ Berthier took his seat^ 
and prepared to begin his narrative from 
the evening when he was entrapped from 
the house of Mr. Douglas. He would 
have passed Over very slightly the scenes 
between him and Eleanora^ but Lord So* 
merset^ with a view to amuse the ladies^ 
in»sted upon every particular,-—^* I have 
given you out as the hero of a romance^ 
and I pray let us have a relation of your 
temptations and persecutions, discourteous 
and lingratefiil knight as you were^ to rgect 
the lady of tha castle/' Lewis attempted 
to smile, but his feelings were not in unison ; 
and with all the conciseness, and modesty 
of his nature, he proceeded on to the ar- 
rival of Lord Somerset at Elworth-Hallw 

All his auditors were interested and de-« 
lighted with the explanation of his cbttduct, 
except Lord Douglas. He could not deny 
him his approbation, but he wished his^ 
claims to esteem had been less, because hcf^ 

dreaded 



280 THE PEASANT OP 

dreaded the partiality of Fidelia^ whose emo-' 
tions were but too visible to an inquisitive 
eye. Hermine felt the purest joy at his 
exculpation^ from the heavy charges that 
had hung over hira» Her regard was undi- 
minished, though her tenderness was insen- 
sibly drawn towards, another object, and an 
earnest desire to < promote the interest and 
happiness of Lewis, was among her dearest 
wishes. When his narrative was concluded, 
they all joined in congratulation and appro- 
bation. Fidelia said little, but she felt a 
great deal ; and as Lewis now.and theh cast 
his eyes towards her, the soft confusion of 
her looksy and the recollection of the inte- 
rest she had expressed for his preservation 
fronj Eleanora, altogether raised similar 
emotions in his own bosom ; — and it may be 
said, tliat his seemed to be a divided heart, 
without the least hope, or even wish of any 
return from either. *^ What now could be 
done with Eleanora?" was the general 
question. She was of a disposition too 

dangerous 



>• 
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dangerous to be left at her own discretion ; 
— di mind so depraved, would be more vio- 
lently stimulated to revenge by her recent 
disappointment, and from such a woman 
every thing horrid was to be dreaded. 

r 

^^ I think," said Lady Somerset, ^^we 
must keep her welj guarded for a few days, 
till she is better, or until she declares her 
residence, and where her domestics are. — 
In the mean time privately to take counsel's 
opinion." ^^ O, as to the latter, 'tis unne- 
cessary," said Lord Douglas, ^^ her attempt 
and avowed intention is sufficient to convict 
her ; — but to make her a public example, 
.will be to draw on an exposition of so many 
unpleasant occurrences, in which all our 
names will be implic^rted for the conjec- 
tures of busy-bodies and malevolent people, 
that I confess I shrink from giving her up 
to justice." *^ So do we all, I believe," 
returned Lord Somerset, ^^ nor had the idea 
entered my head, — I would rather have her 

confined 
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confined as a lunatic/' ^^ We must re« 
fleet before we determine/' said Lady So^ 
merset, *^ and perhaps may yet be governed 
by her, if we can bring her to ^ve an ac- 
count of her residence and servants/' 

Hermine was going to add something, 
when a servant entered to say the lady wa? 
in convulsions. Lord and Lady Somerset 
immediately went to her apartment^ and 
were informed that violent spasms had 
iiieized her soon after she had been left, but 
she declined all assistance^ until at length 
she fell into fits* The surgeon very oppor*- 
tunely that moment came in,- and his Lord*- 
ship \vithdrew. It was long before she re- 
-covered from the convulsions, and when re- 
stored to sense, the spasms stiH conti- 
nued with much violence,^ and gave the sur- 
geon very serious apprehensions. A phy- 
sician was sent for, and a strong dose of lau- 
danunr, with outward applications, after 
some time procured temporary ease. She 

was 
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was reduced excessively Iow^-*-^he looked 
some time at each person,-**-at lengthy—* 
" I think," said she, '^ death is at hand,— 
I have mocked him but too often, and 
now I feel him at my heart." 

She was requested by Lady Somerset, not 
to speak, and assured that every care should 
be taken to relieve her. Again she looked 
earnestly oh her Ladyship, then shut her 
eyes, saying, " Death is welcome !— -Oh, 
Berthier!" She continued quiet, and ap« 
peared to dose. Lady Somerset left her, and 
returned to inform her fii^ids that the doc* 
tors had small hopes of her life,*-Hshould 
the spasms and convulsions returns from the 
effusion of blood so lately they judged it 
impossible that she could struggle through 
them. Bvery one was anxious and inte« 
rested in the event, Lewis particularly, as 
he seined to be the cause of all those 
alarming consequences, from her attach*- 
ment to hino. 

Lord 
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Lord Douglas and his daughter took 
leave ; — ^the former with more respect than 
kindness^ assured Lewis, of his regard and 
wish to serve him. The amiable Fidelia 
looked more than she dared to say, but 
expressed her esteem in a low tone of voice, 
that penetrated to the heart of Lewis, and 
made him extremely uncomfortable. 

Lady Somerset, tho' liberal and bene- 
volent, had abated something of her regard 
for Lewis, when she heard of his presump- 
tion. — ^To entertain a passion for Hermine 
lessened her opinion of his good sense and- 
unassuming virtues ; — she seemed to forget 
that our affections are involuntary, and his, 
surely could not degrade the object, or 
deserve reprehension, since it had been 
confined to his own bosom, and a name ut« 
tered under a fit of insanity could offend 
none but a jealous woman. Her Ladyship, 
indeed, on reflection, saw nothing in Her- 
mine*s words or actions that could import 

more 
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more than a friendly regard, which was 
openly avowed ; — ^yet, still she wished Lewis 
to be handsomely settled at some distance 
from them, until after the marriage of her 
son, at least. 

Lord Somerset trembled fqr the life of 
Hermine, should the Italian recover;— he 
was too generous to condemn Lewis for an 
involuntary admiration he thought ex- 
tremely natural for any man to feel, who 
had the happiness of being in her society. 
He was surpised at the first discovery, but 
the confusion of Lewis, and the unaffected 
candour of Hermine, afforded not the least 
ground for degrading his charming cousin, 
by a suspicion unworthy of her. — All his 
anxiety arose from terror, in the vindictive 
designs of a vile and unprincipled woman. 

Hermine was not free from inquietude ; 
she was greatly confused as well as terrified 
by the threats and conduct of Eleanora. — 

She 
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She felt pleased and grateful for Lewis's at- 
tachment to her^ but which she si:q>posed 
to be greatly* exaggerated by jealousy^—* 
for she had cdiaerved much more of ten- 
derness in his looks towards Fidelia^ than 
ever she 'had noticed when addressed to 
herself. Under this impression^ she thought 
little of his pas^on^ any otherwise than in 
the imagination of the Italian ; — but with 
that mistaken idea (as she thought it)^ siie 
had ewery, thing to dread from her violence^ 
of course she could not fed quite so com- 
posed as she strove to appear, that she 
might not alarm Lord and Lady Somerset. 

As to Fidelia, she had now made a dis- 
covery, very painful in the conviction ; — 
she was no longer blind to the tender par- 
tiality she had long cherished for Lewis, 
under all the unfavourable appearances that 
seemed to shake her confidence in - his 
worth and honour. The transport she 
could neither repress nor disguise when his 

conduct 



ABBEKNE FOfiKST. 2B7 

conduct was elucidated so greatly to his 
credit, with the horror that had deprived 
her of life, when she thought his to be in 
danger^— altogether betrayed the secret of 
her h^Lrt. She recalled, with delight, the 
tenderness of his eyes, — the softness of his 
voice when he addressed her ; arid being 
assured of the affection that was luidisguised 
between Lord Somerset and her charming 
iviend, ^e too was ready to place the re* 
vengeful jealousy of Eleanora to ill-founded 
suspicions, grounded on an accidental ex-^ 
clamation, in a moment of deliidum* 

Under these impressions, Fiddiia indulged 
the plea3ing chimera of being the preferable 
object of his regard, — but she was not blind 
to the difficulties in which this mutual 
passion might involve them. She could 
discover the saitiments-of her father, his 
coldness to I^ewis, and reserve to her.— 
Her father was now a Lord — ^true, but he 
had a son to inlierit his title and fortune, 

who. 
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who, tho' at school, was in good health, 
and stood a chance to escape all the follies 
of poor Frederic, from being under very 
excellent preceptors. Then, again, she 
was but a natural daughter, there was an 
implied disgrace affixed on her birth, the' 
her mother was afterwards married- She 
had, in fact, no right to the name of 
Douglas, nor were she to marry, dared she 
to assume it at the altar, — where then wai 
her mighty superiority over Lewis ? — She 
was, assuredly her own mistress in the dis- 
posal of her fortune; — her uncle. Lord 
Douglas, had been so pleased with her, 
that by his will he left her his estate of 
Rose Vale, about six hundred a year, and 
ten thousand pounds in the funds, entirely 
in her own power. 

^^ I have more than ei\ough,'* thought 
Fidelia, " to make me happy with a wor- 
thy man, — ^grandeur, pomp, and titles, are, 
to me, tiresome and oppressive; — ^broiight 

up 
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lip in retirement, a select society of friends, 
and domestic happiness, have a thousand 
times more charms for me, than noisy 
crouds, and places of public exhibition. I 
would wish certainly to obtain my father's 
approbation, nor will I nilarry against his de- 
cided prohibition ; but I trust his affection 
and justice will not be unconvinced when 
he impartial 1} considers my situation and 
/uture happiness." Thus in delightful cas-^ 
ties of her own Kuilding, Fidelia passed a 
sleepless night, whilst Lord Douglas felt the 
most tormenting anxiety on the same sub- 
ject. He was mild, good-natured, and ge- 
nerous ; — ^he did justice to the merit of the 
peasant, — he allowed that he was gentle- 
manly in his person and manners^ and had 
jnany estimable qualities. — ^But a peasant, a 
wood-cutter, without fortune or pretensio^jis 
— to give his daughter to such a man, it \vas 
impossible to be thought of. — He must 
break the acquaintance, and take Fidelia 
from town ; — ^he would go abroad with her. 
VOL. IV. O "Absence^ 
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Absence, and different objects would soon 
erase the slight impression^ and give her a 
jaster opinion of her own consequence. 
Yet, though determined against Lewis as a 
son-in-law, he was generous enough to 
concur in promoting his interest, and ready 
to join in a handsome sum to procure his 
establishment in some public office, or any 
line that met his wishes ; and for this pur- 
pose he would see Lord Somerset the fol- 
lowing morning. 

Whilst all those persons were deprived 
of rest, by their different meditations and 
plans, we shall not venture to give .a full de- 
scription of the feelings that agitated the 
bosom of Lewis. If he could not, without 
some painful struggles, reconcile his mind 
to seeing, his long adored Hermine in the 
arms of Lord Somerset, yet, hopeless i\s his 
passion had ever been, and her happiness 
the principal object of his wishes, where 
had she i fairer chance of enjoying it, than 

with 
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with his Lordship, whose claims to her 
favour, were in every point of view indis- 
putable. There was nothing to oppose 
against this conclusion. Then the sweety 
interesting Fidelia rose to his view. Ex- 
perience had ta\ight him to translate the 
language of the eyes, and in her*s he 
had read a tender tale, which was im- 
pressed on his heart; — hut how dared 
he, poor wretch as he was, thus to slide 
from one error to another? Was not 
Fidelia, too, a Lord's daughter, and him- 
self a being cast on the world— dependant 
on generosity for his daily bread and future 
existence ? 

" Surely," exclaimed Lewis, "I am a 
most presumptuous, base, and unworthy 
mortal, but from this hour I will overcome 
my unpardonable boldness, or fly from 
them for ever.'* 
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JL HE following morning saw all the in- 
mates in Lady Somerset's house assembled 
ftt an early hour in her dressing room. 
Lord Somerset had entered about five mi- 
nutes before Hermine joined him. — ^The 
rapturous speeches of an ardent lover 'tis 
not necessary to repeat — ^Hermine, thoi^gh 
not displeased^ checked the - effusion of 
tenderness by asking after Eleanora. ^' She 
is dreadfiilly ill," returned, he, ^^ and has 
requested to see my mother when she 
comes from her room, though she would 

not 
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not suffer her to be disturbed. I have seen 
the surgeon, he is apprehensive the Wound 
tvill mortify from the state of the blood, 
inflamed by violence, and the terrible 
^asms that have distracted her all night. 
He added, that her spirits seemed greatly 
^bdued, and much more composed, but 
he was apprehensive it was the forerunner 
of that torpor which generally preceded a 
mortification.'* 

Lady Somerset now made her appear- 
ance, and being informed of Eleanora's 
desire to see her, she hastened to her 
chamber, and was surprised at the ama- 
zing change in her person and disposition. 
After the first enquiry of her health, Ele- 
anora- thus addressed her, — ^* I must eti- 
tfeat your pardon, Madarn, for the dis- 
turbance I have occasioned in your family : 
**-I feel that death is laying his cold hand 
on my heart, his approach is welcome-** 
to live witliout Berthier would be torment. 

Qs Insensible, 



294 THE PEASANT OF 

Insensible^ obdurate wretch!'' exclaimed 
$he, with all- the enei^ of which she was 
capable. — ^Then sinking and gasping for 
breath,—^** I forgive hiin, for I have found 
that love is involuntary. I would have 
pursued him to the last moment of my ex- 
istence> for never, never could I live to see 
him devoted to another. — ^That horrid ap- 
prehension has influenced all my actions, 
his deafli would have given ease to my 
heart, though I tould not have survived 
him ;— ^ut 'tis now all over, he may tri- 
umph, and I am the victim of an unre- 
strained, violent passion for a mean ingrate." 

As she paused from weakness, Lady So- 
merset enquired her residence, and. if she 
chose- to have her servants sent for. "'Tis 
on this business. Madam," said she, " I 
wished to see you." An obsfcure lodging 
in Paddington-Street, she named ; adding, 

« 

she had only two servants there, a man and 
a woman, the former an Italian. '^ My 

cabinetj" 
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cabinet/' continued she, " containing my 
jewels and securities for monies, with a 
chest of plate, and o^her valuables, are at 
Child's, a banker, at Temple-Bar. — My 
will is in the cabinet, ill which I long since 
gave my property to the ungrateful Berthier. 
r had proposed to make a new will — ^but 
now I confirm the one already made. I 
conjui*e you, Madam, instantly to reclaim 
my property from the banker's, — I will try 
to write the order." 

Whilst she was speaking the physician 
c^me in. — " Speak, Sir," said she, " do, 
not tiifle with me, I do not wish for life— • 
tell me, is not my existence nearly at a pe- 
riod ? — ^how soon may I expect a release ?" 
The physician, after a little hesitation, 
confessed there were small hopes of her 
recovery, and if the symptoms continued 
so unfavourable, perhaps — two, or three 
days might decide her destiny ; though he 
presumed not to say,' it was impossible that 

O 4 she 
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she should recover. *^ I am satisfied/* 
said she, very calmly. She ordered pen 
and ink, but the effort )vas made to write 
without effect. — " Yes," said she, after a 
Httle pause, *M see It is all over.— I wish 
for a ronfessor, for notwithstanding all my 
erimes, I am not such a fool as to dis- 
believe that there is a punishment I liave 
•to dread." 

Lady Somerset proposed the worthy La 
Casse; she acquiesced, he was sent for. 
"Before you, doctor," said she, '^IgiveLady 
^merset authority to demand my cabinet, 
trunks, and monies, in the hands of Mr. 
Child, the banker — to her care I bequeath 
.them to see my w ill duly performed ; and 
let my servants be sent for." This also 
was done agreeably to her ^lirections.-r— 
Lady Somerset humanely endeavoured to 
console her by a hope that Heaven would 
•extend its mercy to a repentant sinner. 
'* I. know every tiling you can say on this 

headj 



head^ Madam," said this strange wonrian*^ 
i* I art well bom, and was edacjtted in ar 
convent; but I early lost my parents, and 
teft my country, t was borh itt Venice; 
but I have no relations^ ho friendis,— ^ 
Berthier, the low bom wbod-cutter, is thcf 
6nly man that ever touched my heait, he) 
is therefore my heir ; artd the property I 
leave, is the only reparation I can m^e td 
him for my designs against his life. But' 
proud, cold, and resentftd, he has once^ 
already refused my beqnest — the hour' 
draws nigh when humanity must force hi& 
Compliance.'* 

Fadier La Casse was announced; andf 
Lady Somerset rising to withdraw witli the 
physician, she with earnestness^ repeated 
her desire before the priest, that het Lady- 
ship would without dday secure her pro- 
petty, and dispose of it f^reeabfe to th^ 
directions kh foer wiH. Th^ physician of- 
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fered to attend her Ladyship, which she 
accepted, and promised a speedy return. 4 

After the confe^^or had been some time 
aldhe with her, .Lewis was sent for ; — he 
felt a good deal of repugnance, but being 
informed that she actually was past all hope 
of recovery, humanity impelled him to 
conquer his reluctance, tho' he could not 
disguise his emotions when he entered her 
chamber. Hete's were too great not to 
disorder- her weak frame, — she held out 
her hand, he took it, but shuddered, for it 
was icy cold. " This," said she, " is the 
object entwined about my heart; I love 
him, and despise my own Weakness — ^but 
'tis now all over! — ^Berthier, I am dying, 
you are safe from love and vengeance ;— 
forgive my attempts on your life, a Jife far 
dearer than my own, and but for that fatal 
beauty — ^thatHermine — " "Stop,Madam," 
said Lewis, trembling, ** stop, you ' have 
long been in an error,—- the Lady Hermine 

is 
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is Lord Somerset's destined bride; I re- 
verence and admire her, she has been my 
friend and benefactress — but far, very far 
above any presuming hopes, such as you^ 
suppose.'* * 

* 

^^Then," said she, "I thank the blessed, 
Virgin that she escaped my long preme- 
ditated revenge. How I traced you, — ^by 
what indefatigable researches I found her 
to be thie person I dreaded, I have not 
strength to relate .-^Father, to you I appeal, 
you must soften this stubborn heart, bend 
it to myv wishes, and let me die in peace." 
Th^ good La Casse called upon Lewis to 
forgive his penitent. " And to prove, my 
son, that you are sincere, she demands 
one concession from you, as the seal to the 
pardon she sues for." Lewis was imex- 
gressibly jshocked, — ^what concession could 
she require ? — ^He recollected a > deceptioa 
practised on Lord E. possibly this woman, 
so artful, so fertile in invention, had some 

new 
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new scheme ia vieve— »»be hesitated^ he 
made no reply. 



cc 
(( 



My good yoiuig manv'* said thepnest, 
rely on me ; the concession demanded kx 
give ease to the repentant heart of this lady, 
will be no injury to your honour^ your fbr- 
Ume^ or happiness.— It binds you to no 
actioHS) no sentiments^ that can gireyou 
dbsturbauce ; op militate against your fu- 
ture plans for your success m life." *^ Fa- 
ther,'* repUed. Lewis, with emotion, " I 
confide in you ; Heaven knows I tnnly 
forgive every act of tMs lady against my- 
self, and if in my power to give peace to 
her mind in an hour like this — I solemnly 
pxK)mise to comply with, be? wishes^ if na 
other pei'son whatever is implicated with 
myself."—" 'Tie enough,", said she, « I 
am contented, and you, cannot retca^^ 
Berthier, you are my heir ; the witt made 
some time since in your favour is unaltered^ 
it will be in the hands of Lady Somersets 

I 
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I shall die with the satisfaction, that thrp^ 
me you will enjoy independence. — -That 
may fead to happiness— but no woman will 
l^e yo» with that frantic passion that now 
throbs at my quivering heart. Leave me, 
leave me,'* cried she, strongly agitated, her 
eye&aknost starting from their sockets, — 
*' remember your vow, and hateTnot the 
miserable Eleanora !^ — ^Oh { Berthiel^ go, 
whiFe I retain my senses, and take my dy- 
ing wishes for your happiness." Lewis, 
quite overcome,, unable to speak, burst in- 
ta tears, kissed her hand, put his owU 
to- his heart, and rushed from the room.-" 
She feinted, and it was some time before 
. she recovered, when a servant came in and 
acquainted her that her two domestics had 
left her lodgings that morning, and carried 
with them every thing belonging to her. 
Eleanora was visibly shocked, ^^ Ungrateful, 
deceitful wretch! — -thy hour is still to 
come!" She no- doubt apostrophised Se- 
bastian) and it is scarx^e necessary to say, 

that 
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that Ann and him had taken the advantage 
of her unaccountable absence to rob her.-^- 
Lady Somerset and her companion having 
related the situation of Eleanora^ and the 
commission entrusted to her^ requested one 
. of the clerks might attend^ to hear a con- 
firmation of the order she had received, to 
satisfy the house in giving up the propertyi 
She had not left them ten minutes before 
Sebastian appeared, with a verbal message 
from his lady for her, cabinet, — accom- 
panied by a very plausible story, that pos- 
sibly might have succeeded, had he not 
been happily prevented. He was told,. 
Lady Somerset had just l^ft the house 
with the whole of his Lady's property, by 
her desire. The cunning Italian gave 
them time for no questions^ but hastily, 
cried out, ^^ O ! that is the same thing." 
and was out of sight in an instant. 

The return of Lady Somerset gave to 
the dying Eleanora great satisfaction. — '' I 

^•*^ have 
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have succeeded^*' said she^ with much ex-: 
ertion, *^ I have forced the proud insensible 
to remember 5)leanora with gratitude; — 
to me he will owe every thing! — I exult in 
the idea^ that my affection, my tenderness 
can never be forgotten ! — ^He will regard 
me in spite of himself, — this is my triumph, 
and now I am content!" The priest, still 
with her, looked surprised, — ^^ Father," 
said she, " you are a good mao, — ^it is long 
since I have known good men. — I have 
been vile aqd abandoned, but let the base 
seducer^ man, be answerable for my early 
crimes,— on his head let them fall! — I 
have no more to do with life, let all leave 
me but the woman who attends me ; to 
Berthier I make it my request to reward 
those persons to whose humanity I am so 
largely indebted in this house/'^ — She again 
desired to be left, and they obeyed. 

• 

*^ Unhappy woman !" said Lady Somei*- 
set^ ^^ all will sopn be over, /or the physi- 
cian 
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cian assures me she will never see dnotfier 
morning dawn.*' ** ^eace be to her soul!** 
returned the priest ^ *^ she had cei^lided to 
me her ncrme, her qualit)% and hef ciiihef?. 
Heaven forgive her} — ^Berthier may without 
scruple enjoy her bequ<5St, for ^\e really ha^ 
nd relations or heirs that she knows of, and 
her name I must never reved/' To hav6 
done with this vrretcbed woiftain, we ^tiaSi 
on\y add, thaC she e:!ipired ^t tiight, morie^ 
fVom the effects of her violeiit passions 
which tnflamecf her bfood, than from the 
consequence erf* her wound, which ift itself 
\tas not dangerous. During the course of 
Ae day, lord Dotiglas paid Lord Somerset 
a viat, with an express wish to ^rve Lewis- 
either by money or interest, or both, to make 
llis circumstances easy aftd independent. 
His liordship told him tfear Lord E. had sig- 
nified the same intention in^ >^ieh he wmld 
also concur with much pleasure. His reK- 
gion precluding him from all public offices, 
they f8-©posed to j^orchase Km anf annuity. 
^ During 
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During this consultation Lady Somerset 
and La Casse entered the room, the for- 
mer accounting for her absence, and the 
latter declaring Lewis heir to at least twenty 
thousand pounds. ^^ Twenty thousand 
pounds!" exclaimed Lord Douglas, ^^ ra- 
pacious wretch ! how many has she plun- 
dered to amass such a sum .with all her ex— 
travagaace and dissipation?" ^!^ She is oa 
her death-bed — there be all her crimes bu* 
•ried for everT' said L9 Casse* ** All thei 
l*eparat](xi she can make i» to leave her for* 
tune to a worthy man/ in whose hands it 
may be a blessing to others. The cha^. 
racter she has given him entitles him to 
the highest esteem,— he already possesses^ 
mine as a good and great young man." 

^^ Great ! " repeated Lord Douglas.—-- 
^^ Yes,* my Lord, — ^goodness and greatness, 
are synonymous terms*-— It is not birth or 
riches that makes a man trut^ great, 'tis 
^principle^ virtue^ and integrity>~^nd such 

are 
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are the claims of Berthier." Lord Somer- 
set was struck with the worthy priest*s 
earnestness^ — he had already an esteem for 
Lewis^ and was highly pleased with the be- 
quest of Eleanora; — and when La Casse 
related his former refusal of her fortune, 
and the precautions observed to draw him 
into. the acceptance of an independanoe 
that scarce any other man would have he- 
atated to ei^y without reserve, — ^Lord 
Douglas could not refuse his tribute to the 
worth of Lewis, — " I confess," smd he, 
*/ this young fellow has a great mind, — pity 
he is not oi noble birth.^^ 

"It were indeed much to be wished," 
answei-ed Lord Somerset, '^ that all men 
of noble biith possessed $uch sentiments as 
this young peasant. •— His mind will re- 
flect honour on his situation in life/ what- 
ever it may be; whilst I fear too many per- 
sons of noble birth degrade their rank, their 
families, and themselves, by the perversion 

of 
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of ^11 their advantages, tiH they sink into 
contempt." Lord Douglas was silent — he 
could oppose nothing against this conclu- 
sion, and as his character was not famous 
for an obstinate adherence to opinion,Lewis, 
with twenty^ thousand pounds ^nd such a 
character, gained fast upon his esteem, and 
caused him to remember the youth's atten- 
tions to Frederic, and the high estimation 
in which he was held by his son, until hie 
forced disappearance. Whilst these occur- 
rences passed in Portland -Place, poor Fide- 
lia arose quite ill from want of rest, and an 
uneasy mind. She wished much to have 
gone with her father, but the offer was not 
made, or any enquiry after her health, tho' 
her pale and dgected countenance was not 
unobserved. She was sitting alon^, op- 
pressed by her melancholy thoughts, when 
Mr. Berthier was announced. The unex- 
pected visit so overc^iine her, that, in trying 
to recover to receive him, she sunk back in 
her chair, and bvirst into tears as he entered. 

Lewis 
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Lewis scarcely knew whether he advanced 
or retreated. " Grood Heavens! Madam, 
Miss Douglas, forgive this intrusion — I am 
shocked, — I, — I, — <iear Madam, are you 
ill,-=~niy Lord Douglas, — ^I know not 
what I say — forgive me." He was right, 
his surprise and emotions were such that 
he was totally at a loss whether he ought 
to stop or quit the room. Fidelia confused 
and trembling pointed to a chair, and strug- 
gling fiyt more courage, *'Pray sit, Mr. Ber* 
thier, I am^sliamed of my weakness, painful 
retrospections.— Excuse me, I shall be bet-, 
tef piesently.** 

Lewis bowed, and while she was applying 
Iicr handkerchief to her eyes and endea- 
vouring ^for composure, his sympathetic 
heart recalled poor Frederic to his view, 
and occasioned a rudi of tenderness and 
sorrow, that appeared mutually contagious. 
What dangerous moments for susceptibte 
lieartg ! — rLewis never behckJ Fidelia tasuch 

advantage 
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advantage before. — Always lovely and ami- 
able she had been, in his eyes, from their 
first aaquaiotanee,—- but such feeling, such 
tenderjaes^. gave her a thousand additional 
charms ; and whilst he gazed on her with 
delight, he recollected her late anxiety on 
his account, and felt an uncommon flutter 
at his heart. There was always a respect, 
amounting to reverence, mingled with his 
admiration of Heni^ine, he seemed to adore 
arid worship her as a superior being ; — ^but 
in Fidelia there was so miich feminine soft- 
ness, that she stole insensibly upon the af- 
fections, and his heart overflowed with 
tenderness. Both were siteat for some mo- 
ments, until Fidelia acquired resolution to 
ask for her beloved friend, and also how the 
wretched Ele^iora was. 

He was glad to escape from his present 
idea^, and very fully detailed the events of 
the morning, freely avowing the painful 
rduQtance with which he had been drawn 

in 
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in to accept of her intended bequest. Fi- 
delia, far from entering into the delicacy 
of his feelings, just at that moment felt a 
sensation of delight, thatBerthier would be 
rescued from a dependence on the gene- 
rosity of others, and it was the only instance 
in Eleanora*s conduct that she could think 
of without detestation. '^ For this^last act 
of her life, I forgive her the many sorrows 
she has occasioned to me. — ^Yes, Mr. 
Berthier, she has done justice to your worth, 
and without enquiring too nicely into the 
methods by which she acquired her fortune, 
I am persuaded, in your hands that fortune 
will prove a source of happiness to yourself 
and to others. — May Heaven extend its 
mercy to the dying Eleanora!*' Lewis, 
overcame by this kindness, — emboldened 
by the visible transport that animated her 
countenance, and incapable of speaking 
what he felt, snatched her hand to his lips, 
and pressed it with a fervor that disordered 
her whole frame, — tho' she permitted him 

to 
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to drop it, rather than make any attempt to 
draw it from hinl. Both were extremely 
confused, fpr the action • had been the irre^ 
sistible impulse of the moment, and in the 
next he felt shocked at his presumption i 

Before either had recovered, Lord Dbug- . 
las returned, and His voice* roused Fidelia 
from, her pleasing delirium; — Lewis also 
struggled to repress his feelings, as he rose 
on his Lordship's entrance. But, novice's 
as they were in the art of dissimulation. 
Lord Douglas saw in a moment their mu- 
tual agitation ; — ^he saw, and was displeased; 
the favourable opinion he had formed of 
Lewis was now shaken, he had no doxxhi 
but that he had made pretensions to his 
daughter, and won. her heart in an indirect 
unhandsome manner. He returned the 
respfectful bow of Lewis, with coldness,— 
'* I give you joy. Sir, of your fortune in 
prospect, I suppose you were eager to 
coriimunicate such a very unexpected 

turn 
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turn in your affairs to Miss t)ougIas."— 
Lewis, hurt by his looks, and insulted by 
his supposition, answered with some spirit, 
*' My Lord, I thought it my duly to pay 
my- respects to your Lordship, I had no 
other view in coming to Berkley-Square ; — 
but when informed you were out, and Miss 
Douglas disengaged, I was not sensible of 
any impropriety in an enquiry aftec her 
health.. I derive so very little pride or 
gratification from the " turn in my affairs," 
which your Lordship alludes to, that I 
should not have volunteered a communi- 
cation of the cirdumstance, — tho' to the 
questions of Miss Douglas it would have 
been an affectation to have withheld events 
that must soon have been related to her," 

His Lordship a little abashed at his own 
petulance was about to speak, but Lewis, 
taking up his hat, added, *^ As I have the 
honour of seeing your Lordship in health, 
I wM be guilty of no further intrusion." 

Then 
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!l1ien bowing yery respectfully to both, he 

was down the stairs before Lord Douglas 

kiiew what answer to return. On ringing 

the beH, he found Mr. Berthier had left 

the house. He was piqued, — " See," said 

he, " what an effect money has already 

produced in this young man — ^what a spirit 

he. assumed. However it may be prema^ 

ture, the wretch is not yet dead, though 

they say she cannot live out the day." " I 

am sure," returned Fidelia, with a little of 

the same spirit, " I am sure Mr. Berthier 

will never assume an improper assurance, 

nor have his heart corrupted by the little 

desired wealth that comes to him by such 

a woman's bequest."" " You are sure,'* 

returned his Lordship, ^ *^ pray how is it 

that i/'ou are so intimately acquainted with 

this uncorrupt hearty that you. dare answer 

for his conduct?" 

She was for a moment silent and co.i- 
fused.. — ^He eyed her attentively, and then 
added, " Fidelia, I have hitherto relied im- 
VOL. IV. P plicitiv 
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plicitly on your honour and discretion^ take 
care how you foifeit that confidence." ^' I 
never will deserve to lose it,'* answered she. 
" Perhaps," retorted he, *^ that may dcr- 
pend upon your own judgment, we may 
not calculate exactly alike. — Only re- 
member who you are.^^ *^ Alas 1 my Lord," 
said she, sighing, " I remember It but too 
well ! — I know that I am a degraded, insig-* 
niiicant being — one who derives all her 
little consequence from your indulgence, 
not from her own rights — one who assumes 
a name allowed only by courtly, and who 
has neither rank" in society, nor claims upon 
your fortune." ^ 

Thunderstruck by these words, and the 
plaintive tone in which they were uttered, 
Lord Douglas threw himself on the sofa, 
and seemed lost in recollection ; at length 
looking up to the weeping Fidelia, — " I. 
fear this humility is assumed to level your- 
self to that young peasant. The nghts I 
have given you, and the fortune my brother 

has 
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iias left you as his niece, place you in a very 
superior point of view to this Berthier. — 
You will do well to remeinber* that I am 
your father.'* ^* Dear Sir^ forgive me^** 
interrupted Fidelia, " I know how much 
I owe to your parental affection, nor will I 
ever disoblige or disobey you!'* ^' Pro- 
fessions are easily made," said he, "-but 
your fortune is in your own <iisposal, and 
you, I suppose, think your person is equally 
so." " No, Sir," returned she, ^^ however 
my hcf^rt may incline, I will teach it to be 
obedient to its first duties, — ^Both my per- 
son and fortune are at your disposal, — for to 
every one else is the poor Fidelia an alien." 

" My child," cried Lord Douglas, see- 
ing the tears stream from her eyes, *^ my 
dearest Fidelia, come to my arms. Many 
years you suffered for the faults of others, 
it is time you should look foi-ward to peace 
and happiness — ^your own heart shall de- 
cide on what will best promote both. Has 
Berthier declared an affection for you?" 

Pa ^^Nol" 
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" No," answered the trembling girl, hiding 
her face on his shoulder, •^ no, he has been 
uniformly respectful and distant; — ^but, 1 
believe, I think, from his looks, I think he 
would love mcj if he might be fillowed to 
do it." ^^ Allowedy** repeated he, smiting^ 
** ah ! the heart rarely stays to ask leave for 
its sensibilities. — But we shall see, yoxir 
tenderness and filial obedience have over* 
come my pride and my prgudice. If Ber- 
thier possesses a fortune, and the esteem of 
persons of rank, the world in general will 
allow of bis claims as, a gentleman, without 
considering his birth or occupation. We 
must sacrifice something to procure hap- 
piness ; and pride, perhaps, is the most be- 
coming offering we can devote to the 
shrine of merit." 

We cannot describe the transports of 
Fidelia on seeing the chief obstacle re- 
moved that seemed to impede her happi- 
ness — ^who in the eyes of* Lewis had read a 
tenderness more expressive than words, and 

who 
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who was encouraged to hope^ that his ho*, 
nour, . and a modest consciousness of his 
own humble birth, . were the sole impedi- ^^ 
ments that placed a barrier to the acknow- 
ledgement of an equal passion — no lan- 
guage, indeed, could pourtray her feelings 
at such an unexpected change. The ami- 
able^ tender Fidelia, had fixed the colour 
of htr future fate, without once considering 
that Lewis was a stranger to the blissful « 
change, or that as yet, he had never once 
opened his lips to her on the subject of 
love. Short had been their acquaintance, . 
few his opportunities of conversing with 
her, yet her heart told her, that she was 
dear to him ; — ^and happily for her peace, it 
is certain their last interview had stamped 
her image on his brjeast, with an impression 
that never after was erased from it. 

At the close of this eventful day the 
wretched Eleanora drew her last sigh ; nor 
would she permit any person to be with her 
but the woman attendant, for some hours 

P 3 preceding 
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preceding her death. — Over her vices, and 
deplorable end, we shall throw a veil. 

Lord Douglas anil his daughter were 
now inseparable from the Somerset family. 
Berthier had no longer to oppose the pride 
of integrity against the proud distinction of 
birth. — Lord Somerset regarded him as a 
friend — ^Lady Somerset with the freedon* 
of equality — ^and Hermine with the open 
unreserved kindness of a sister. Lord 
Douglas could not refuse him his esteem, 
nor Rdelia disguise her affection ; and thus 
encouraged^ Lewis could not suppress his 
wishes to obtain her heart, which he did 
not suspect had long been in his possession* 

During this time letters had arrived from 
Lord E. and Father Francis^ and his bro- 
ther St. Pierre. The former hoped soon 
to be in town, and was exceedingly inte- 
rested in the fate of Lewis. Father Fran- 
cis rgoiced in the felicity of Hermine, and 
wais anxious to hear how his ci-devant pupil 

succeeded^ , 
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succeeded, for his silence had given him 
some pain ; and our peasant was" ashamed 
that since his recovery the' succession of 
events in which he had been engaged, should 
have made him appear ungrateful to his 
first benefactor. Father ^St. Pierre wrote 
to acquaint Lewis that the infamous De 
Preux and his two associates had been de- 
tected at Bologna, in some very atrodous 
actions ;—^the former had suffered death, 
and the others were condemned to perpe- 
tual imprisonment. The succession to the 
fortune of Eleanora did not elate Lewis; — 
on the contrary he could not be said to 
enjoy it, the delicacy of Hermine*s mind 
entered into his feelings, and she was de- 
sirous of proving her esteem and gratttudel 

• 

The fifteen thousand pounds secured to 
her by her grand-father when she was an 
infant, was nearly doubled by the interests* 
They had also heard from the good Marquis 
De Bressol, that he hoped to recover some-^ 
thing handsome from the remnant of her 

P 4 father'3 
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father's estates that were mortgaged ; — and 
what was of much more pleasing import to* 
Hermine, the woman supposed to be mor- 
tally wounded by the Count Montaubert, 
had recovered, and was long since in tte 
hospital of penitents. This last infomla- 
tion gave her the purest joy, that her father 
had not the death of that bad woman to 
answei: for, a^ the great tribunal of justice ; 
and on hearing that she was likely to have 
an increase of fortune, she was resolved to 
consult Lord and Lady Somerset in her 
plans for Lewis. The mutual passion felt 
by him and Miss Douglas, had not escaped 
their penetration, and from the compla- 
cency of Lord Douglas, who could not be , 
blind to the attachment, they flattered 
them^ielves no obstacles would impede 
their union. 

" But what shall I do for Lewis?" cried 
Hermine. " Will you allow me to decide 
the question?" asked his Lordship. — 
*^ With pleasure, and dare abide by your 

decision." 



decision/* " Remember what you say/' 
returned he, " I shall rdy on your*s. I 
have a few days ago heard from ray steward 
that he had purchased a small estate of four 
hundred a year, which being contiguous to 
mine in Beikshire, makes it a desirable ac- 
quisition, asv I should have the power to 
choose my own neighbour. — Now, my 
charming Hermine, what say you ? — shall 
we name Berthier as the purchaser, and by 
presenting him with this estate, draw him 
near to us, and ensure to ourselves an 
agree^le neighbour ?" 

*^ We, and us,'* answered she, smiling, 
^' I am talking of mi/ designed present to 
Lewis." " Ah!" said he, " We can have 
but one mind between us ; — ^whatever you 
give him, let me share in the pleasure of re- 
warding the preserver of my Hermine.— 
What I propose is a trifle, but I know his 
spirit, and I would not oppress it with a 
sense of obligation, that must lessen the va- 
lue of our kindness.** *' Well," said she. 
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" I see you may be trasted with power 
from the delicacy of your mind, you shall 
therefore be left to your own discretion^'* 

In consequence of this consultation^ 
Lord Somerset ventured to press his beau- 
tiful cousin for an early day, to complete 
his wishes, and open his prospect of future 
felicity. Lady ' Somerset so well seconded- 
her son, that at length Hermine was 
brought to promise, that the birth-day of 
her beloved aunt, which was that day three 
weeks, should be the one in which she would 
confide her future happiness to the protec- 
tion of Lord Somerset. — ^His transports 
were unbounded,, and such as we cannot- 
do justice to by description. 

Whilst Lord Somerset proceeded in this 
business, LordE. arrived in town. Still weak 
but extremely anxious to be with his friends^ 
he had by easy stages reached Cavendi^- 
Square, without feeling much inconve- 
nience^ Lewis flew to him on the first 

summons. 
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mimmons, and while his Lordship congra- 
tulated him on his acquisition of fortune, 
he confessed that the death of Eleanora 
had greatly shocked him^ tho' he detested 
her character and dreaded her* revenge. — 
After some other conversation, they talked 
of the Douglas family, and in speaking of 
JFidrlia, his Lordship smiled, ^^ You are in- 
terested, Berthier, — has your heart changed 
its object?" ^^ No, my Lord," answered 
he, ajittle confused, '^I still admire and 
reverence Lady Hermine^ she will soon be 
united to the deserving Lord Somerset, — 
but I confess that for Miss Douglas I feel 
more tendeniess, and, in short, not' that 
awe which always repressed^uvj presumptive 
passion for another object." ^* Very well 
defined," returned his Lordship, ^^ I am 
impatient to see both ladies." Lord So- 
merset was announced, when Lord E. en- 
gaged to dine with the family party on the 
following day. , 

Previous 
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Previous to the dinner hour. Lord So- 
merset had some conversation with Lord 
Dou^as, and by his happy persuasion ob- 
tained for Lewis permission to £iddress Fi- 
delia ; and the liberty of introducing him to 
her in the character pf a lover. This in the 
course of the day he sought an opportunity 
to perform, in the presence of Hermine, 
whose warm congratulations gave them a 
degree of confidence that overcame their 
first c(»GLfusion, and made both inexpressibly 
happy. Lord £. was exceedingly charmed 
with both the ladies, who were almost 
equally lovely, tho* in a difierent style of 
beauty. " I shall certainly,'* said he, 
^' look round among your acqtiaintance, to 
find a female companion for myself, that in 
the character of *^ Benedict the married 
man," I * may be admitted as a worthy 
member into your charming society. I have 
paid pretty dearly for the experiaice that 
has taught me the fallacy of expecting 
pleasure, much less l^appiness, in the fri- 
volous pirsuits of fashionable follies ; — ^and 

fhe 
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the air of content, cheeriulneBS, and de- 
light which pervades every countenance in 
this happy circle, well assures me, that real 
felicity can only be found in the heartfelt 
joys of domestic life, supported by love. and 
harmony, by virtue and mutual confidence.'* 
Lord Douglas applauded his early secession 
from vice and dissipation, adding, that he 
had no doubt of his perseverance in his 
present good purposes, whilst he derived 
pleasure from the society of worthy people. 

Within a few days after the public per- 
mission granted to Lewis to address Fidelia, 
Hermine presented to him the writings of 
the estate purchased in his name by Lord 
Somerset. That he should decline .a pre- 
sent so noble, which he did not want, was 
very natural ; — but how impossible was it 
for him to persist in any point against the 
judgment and persuasion of Hermine!- — 
" We wish to draw you close to ourselves," 
said she, " this trifle is but a small tribute 
to gratitude.-7-What had been the dread- 
ful 
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ful fate of Hennine, had not your humanity 
interposed to sofiben the last hours of an 
expiring parent, and preserve his child from 
sinking under her sorrows ? — O ! Berthier, 
the remembrance will dwell in my bosom 
for ever, — ^ahd to refuse me the pleasure of 
adding to your comfortSy will be an unjusti- 
fiable pride, and brand me with the hateful 
sin of ingratitude, which of all others I 
most detest!" The heart of Lewis beat 
high with every sentiment of respect, admi- 
ration, and grateful love. — "Ah! Madam," 
he replied, " I am your creature, I owe 
every thing to you, do with me as you 
please. — ^Nothing can add to the reverence 
and gratitude that glows in my heart, and 
will make me to the last moment of my life, 
emulous to deserve your esteem." "Now," 
said she, " you have given additional hap- 
piness to me, for which I thank you, my 
good friend. — Lord Somerset will talk to 
you about settlements, and such necessary 
matters, previous to your marriage with our 
dear Fidelia." ^^ By no means. Madam," 

answered 



/•• 
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answered he, ^^let me bfe^consulted, — I am 
entirely ignorant of stKlfei' business, I beg 
my Lord will settle every thing to his own 
judgment, only remembering what / have 
-been, and what I am now, raised from the 
meanest situation by the bounty and ge- 
nerosity of noble minds, to a distinguished 
-place in society, as much above my deserts 
as superior to my vainest hopes. — Let every 
thing be settled for the happiness and in- 
dependence of your amiable friend, that is 
ail I have to. request." Lord Somerset 
made no difficulty in accepting the trust, 
. and every preliminary was soon concluded. 

On that day so anxiously looked for by 
Lord Somerset, himself and Lewis were 
united to two of the most amiable of women. 
Our peasant, arrived at the summit of hap- 
piness, never forgot the humble state from 
which he had been drawn by his revered 
benefactor r but preserved that modest dig- 
nity which disarmed the inalignancy of en- 
vious detractors, and procured him the 

friendly 
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friendly regard of all who knew him. No 
language can do justice to the heartfelt 
pleasure enjoyed by the good old Father 
Francis^ when informed that his pupil had 
justified his hopes^ and was respectable and 
happy. 

ff 
Hermine and Fidelia^ who ^atefully 

loved the worthy man, proposed, in the 
following spring to make a visit to the 
Abbey of St. Hubert. Lewis anticipated 
the delight of gratifying a local attachment 
. to the peaceful cottage of his revered pa- 
rents, to the ruined castle, to the Forest of 
Ardenne, — and, above all, of throwing 
himself into the arms of his reverend bene- 
factor, who had so kindly drawn him from 
a humble occupation, and fashioned his 
mind to truth and integrity ; — and to whose 
pious care the Peasant of Ardenne Forest 
was iiKiebted for his present rank in society, 
for liappiness, and for self-approbation. 

FINIS. 
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